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1 Executive Summary 
 
Uzbekistan has a rich and ancient history colored by international trade, foreign invasions, and early-age 
scientific breakthroughs. The country is the size of Sweden or California with a climate characterized by  
hot summers and cool winters. Uzbekistan’s population numbers 34 million people. Uzbeks are calm, 
polite, friendly, and collectivist minded people. 
 
Uzbekistan is going through economic growth and development, which is raising international interest 
and competition. Companies from countries such as China, Russia, South Korea, Turkey, and Germany are 
becoming increasingly active in Uzbekistan. Also, International Financial Institutions and International 
Organizations are increasing their activities and funding in Uzbekistan. 
 
The economic growth and development and increasing activities by international companies and 
organizations is to a large extent the result of the ambitious reforms planned and implemented by the 
Uzbek Government. 
  
These Uzbek reforms have had numerous positive effects, such as: 
1. Lifting of currency controls 
2. Liberalization of the economy 
3. Privatizing state-owned enterprises  
4. Cutting of tax rates for businesses and individuals 
5. Improving the availability of economic statistics 
6. Opening borders for trade & tourism & cooperation 
7. Eliminating the need for entry visas  
8. Easing of border and customs controls & barriers  
9. Reduction of customs duties 
10. Re-establishing ties with IFIs, IOs 
11. Foreign Direct Investment inflows 
12. Joining the World Trade Organization 
 
Because of its geographically central position, stable political system, secular society and relatively large 
army Uzbekistan is a dominant political player in Central Asia and is therefore geopolitically relevant. 
 
The Uzbek GDP was 59 billion USD in 2019 which is twice the GDP of the Dutch province of Groningen or 
the GDP of the Dutch provinces Friesland, Drenthe and Zeeland combined. The Uzbek economy has been 
consistently growing with 5% to 8% yearly since 2005. The country is rich in natural resources and benefits 
from remittances, by the Uzbek diaspora in other countries. Remittances make up to 10% of GDP. The 
informal economy is large and is estimated by amount to 50% of Uzbek GDP. 
 
Uzbek imports amounted to 22 billion USD in 2019, which is 3% of the value of what the Netherlands 
imported in the same year. Imports have been steadily growing with 13% on average over the last 10 
years. Uzbekistan imported for 120 MLN USD of goods from the Netherlands in 2019, which is less than 
1% of overall Uzbek imports. 
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Assuming that the Uzbek economy and the volume of Uzbek imports will continue to grow, the Uzbekistan 
may be of interest to Dutch companies seeking to capitalize on the budding opportunities of a market in 
flux. At the same time, Dutch companies would be advised to put the opportunities of the Uzbek market 
in the context of the relatively small size of the Uzbek GDP. 
 
The Uzbek market is a nascent market where Dutch companies with the right value proposition can occupy 
interesting niches. Uzbekistan is welcoming to foreign businesses as the country needs foreign equipment 
and expertise. With the nascent nature of the market come challenges such as a lack of transparency, 
price sensitivity and strong competition from Asian and some western countries. With the right value 
proposition, good personal relations with Uzbek business partners, strong negotiation skills and the 
readiness to invest time and effort in the market these challenges can be overcome, and business can be 
done.  
 
This report describes:  
1. Uzbekistan as a country 
2. The relevant reforms & policies that are shaping Uzbekistan 
3. The Uzbek economy 
4. Why Uzbekistan could be of interest to Dutch companies 
5. The activities of International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and International Organizations (IOs) in 

Uzbekistan  
6. The projects of these IFIs and IOs in Uzbekistan 
7. The developments in the sectors Healthcare, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure 
8. How to do business in Uzbekistan 
 
This report also provides a wealth of useful information such as: 
1. A detailed description of 51 projects that are relevant to the healthcare, circular economy, and 

infrastructure sectors 
2. A detailed description of 218 projects that were identified in other sectors 
3. 22 business directories that can be used to find Uzbek business partners and clients 
4. A list of 39 Dutch companies that have some relation to the Uzbek market 
5. A list of the 246 most prominent Uzbek companies in the three sectors of focus 
6. A description of the 25 International Financial Institutions (IFIs), International Organizations (IOs) and 

the Cooperation Organizations (COs) that are active in Uzbekistan 
7. A list of 17 logistics companies that provide services in Uzbekistan 
8. A business attractiveness ranking of 14 regions of Uzbekistan  
9. An assessment of the relevance of the Uzbek reforms for Dutch businesses 
10. A list of the 47 most relevant stakeholders per each of the three sectors of focus 
11. A list with the 50 main online resources that provide information on tenders 
12. A list of the 30 most relevant tradeshows and expos related to the three sectors of focus  
13. A list of 21 key government officials in Uzbekistan 
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2 Introduction 
2.1 What is this report about? 
 
The Netherlands Enterprise Agency RVO and the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Moscow 
commissioned a report to inform interested Dutch companies about the business opportunities on the 
Uzbek market. The report has a special focus on the sectors:  
1. Healthcare 
2. Circular Economy 
3. Infrastructure 
 
This report is the result of the market research conducted. This report provides Dutch business in the 
sectors Healthcare, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure with the information needed to assess whether 
the Uzbek market holds sufficient export or sales potential to justify pro-active business development to 
capitalize on this potential. The report gives an overview of the business opportunities for Dutch 
businesses in the export of equipment, technology, services, and knowledge to the Uzbek Healthcare, 
Circular Economy, and Infrastructure markets. It also provides a business development roadmap for 
capitalizing on these business opportunities. Despite the focus of the report on the opportunities in the 
sectors of Healthcare, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure, the report also contains enough general 
information on the country, the economy and business development suggestions to be of interest to 
businesses outside of these sectors. 
 

2.2 This report provides information on 
1. The Uzbek Economy and Market  
2. The Uzbek Government Policy  
3. The strategies of International Organizations (IOs) and International Financial Institutions (IFIs) in 

Uzbekistan 
4. Business development suggestions for Dutch businesses interested in entering the Uzbek market 
5. The sectors Healthcare, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure, including 

a. The Uzbek policies and market developments in these sectors  
b. The market opportunities and demand in these Uzbek sectors  
c. Business opportunities for Dutch companies in these sectors  
d. Examples of projects and tenders in these sectors  
e. Useful contacts in these sectors  

 

2.3 Who is this report for? 
This report is written for Dutch companies in the sectors of Healthcare, Circular Economy, and 
Infrastructure.  
 
Despite this specific focus on the sectors Healthcare, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure, companies 
that are not active in these sectors may also benefit from the general sections about: 

• Uzbekistan in general  

• The Uzbek reforms 
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• The Uzbek economy  

• The Uzbek economic growth trends 

• The import procedures 

• Certification 

• Registration 

• Doing business in Uzbekistan 

• And the lists with 
o Dutch companies active in Uzbekistan 
o Uzbek companies 
o Tradeshows 
o Sources of information like business directories 
o Who is who in Uzbekistan 

 
In particular, the sections on the Uzbek economy, on Uzbek Government policy, and on the business 
development suggestions are useful to any Dutch companies that are interested in learning more about 
the Uzbek market.  
 

2.4 Sectors and Subsectors of focus 
The sectors, subsectors, and technologies that this report focuses on are: 
 
Healthcare subsectors and technologies: 
1. Pharmaceuticals 
2. Medical products/devices/equipment  

a. Equipment for diagnoses 
b. Imaging 
c. Revalidation 
d. Breathing equipment 

3. Healthcare IT 
4. Hospital services 
5. Hospitals 
  
Circular economy subsectors and technologies: 
1. Energy efficiency (sustainable, renewable energy) 
2. Ecologically friendly technologies  
3. Sustainable agriculture (not involving agriculture more broadly) 

a. Irrigation 
b. Salinization 
c. Climate resilience 
d. Disease resistance 

4. Waste removal facilities & engineering  
5. MSW collection and separation and processing equipment  

 
Infrastructure subsectors and technologies: 
1. Bridges 
2. Mass transit system 
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3. Intelligent Traffic systems (ITS)  
4. Airports 
5. Climate Resilient infrastructure  

a. Irrigation 
b. Greening of cities 
c. Heat stress 
d. Dam reinforcement 
e. Incineration and recycling technology 
f. Landfill technology 

 

2.5 COVID-19 
Like in many other countries around the world, the COVID-19 crisis has had a severe impact on 
Uzbekistan’s economy and society. Uzbekistan’s GDP dropped significantly and grew only by 1.6 percent 
in 2020.  
 
To diminish the economic, social, and health effects of COVID-19, the Uzbek Government has been taking 
anti-crisis policy measures focused on containing the virus, protecting lives and livelihoods, and keeping 
the reform program on track. The Government measures include additional spending on healthcare and 
social assistance and financial support to businesses. The Government counts on international financial 
support from, among others, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB), and bilateral donors to cover the financing needs stemming from the crisis. 
 
The Government is currently drafting a “Poverty Reduction and Employment Strategy” that will define 
further measures the Government will take until 2030 to protect the most vulnerable. 
 
Even though COVID-19 disruptions will continue to influence the world and Uzbekistan in 2021 and, most 
likely 2022, expectations remain high that the Uzbek reforms will continue to drive the economy towards 
greater resource efficiency and private sector growth. 
 

2.6 Why this report? 
Uzbekistan earned itself a place in the international spotlights when in 2016 President Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
came to power and started liberalizing the economy, opening the country to international trade, and 
implementing an ambitious reform plan. This was big news, because since its independence in 1991 
Uzbekistan was ruled by only one president. Until 2016, Uzbekistan was a closed, autocratically led, 
isolated, post-soviet country with little hope for change and economic development.  
  
Thanks to the growth in Uzbek GDP, FDI and imports, hopes for the future of Uzbekistan and its trading 
partners are now rising. Moreover, the country enjoys increasing interest from the side of International 
Organizations (IOs) and International Financial Institutions (IFIs). The volume of official development 
finance received by Uzbekistan more than doubled between 2016 and 2019.  
 
In daily life, people and businesses feel the positive effects of the current reforms. Currency and tax 
reforms, opening of borders and easing of visa restrictions, abolishment of some state monopolies, 
opening of the banking sector to foreign investors, and improvement of the investment climate and of 
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the business environment for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are among the real steps 
forward made since 2016.  
 
Most of the reform work is still ahead though. The Government aims to further improve the business 
environment for the private sector through reforms in the private sector and measures on privatising state 
enterprises, public procurement, tax policy and judicial reforms and by developing the agriculture and 
banking sectors.  
 
The Government seeks to boost local and foreign investment and aspires to deepen trade liberalization 
and work towards Uzbekistan’s WTO accession. To this aim, in 2020, the various ministries and 
government agencies started working out their individual strategies aimed at implementing the central 
government strategy. 
 
Because of the coronavirus crisis, 2020 was a difficult year for Uzbekistan. But, with an expected 5% GDP 
growth for 2021, economic growth will soon be back at the level of 2019. 
 
Last but not least, travellers from the Netherlands have increased considerably in the last two years. In 
2014, 96 travellers from The Netherlands visited Uzbekistan followed by 68, 28 and 30 Dutch travellers 
the following three years. But in 2018 and 2019 suddenly 3054 and 4504 travellers from The Netherlands 
visited the country, showing a significant rise in interest of the Dutch in Uzbekistan. As there are no 
distinctions in the number of private and business travellers, we have to assume that this rise in Dutch 
travellers to Uzbekistan is the result of a rise in business interest as well as in touristic interest.  
 
Reasons enough to investigate what the effect of these reforms on economic growth will be in the years 
to come, and more importantly, what the ensuing business opportunities for Dutch companies will be.   
 

2.7 How to read this report 
This report can be read in its entirety or in parts depending on the reader’s interest. In the table below 
you can find which chapters are relevant for: 
1. All readers 
2. Readers from sector related companies (healthcare, circular economy, and infrastructure sectors) 
3. Readers from the healthcare (and pharma) sector 
4. Readers from the circular economy sector 
5. Readers from the infrastructure sector 
6. Readers from any sector who plan to deal with public tenders or tenders by IFIs and IOs 
 

 Chapter Relevance 
1 Executive Summary Relevant for all readers  
2 Introduction Relevant for all readers 
3 Uzbekistan described Relevant for all readers 
4 The Uzbek reforms Relevant for all readers 
5 The Uzbek Economy Relevant for all readers 
6 Uzbek imports and exports Relevant for all readers 
7 Economic growth trends Relevant for all readers 
8 The Healthcare sector in Uzbekistan Relevant for healthcare and 

pharma companies 
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9 The Circular Economy sector in Uzbekistan Relevant for circular economy 
companies 

10 The Infrastructure sector in Uzbekistan Relevant for infrastructure 
companies 

11 The role of International Financial Institutions (IFIs) in 
Uzbekistan 

Relevant for the sectors / partly 
relevant for all readers 

12 The role of International Organizations (IOs) in Uzbekistan Relevant for the sector / partly 
relevant for all readers 

13 Dutch businesses in Uzbekistan Relevant for all readers 
14 Business development suggestions Relevant for all readers 
15 Tender processes Relevant when dealing with 

tenders 
16 Import procedures Relevant for all readers 
17 Certification Relevant for all readers 
18 Registration Relevant for healthcare and 

pharma companies 
19 Doing business in Uzbekistan Relevant for all readers 
20 Annex 1. Active projects of IFIs and IOs in Uzbekistan (as per 

RVO and Embassy selection) 
Relevant for the sectors 

21 Annex 2. All IFI projects table (all the projects we identified) Relevant for all readers 
22 Annex 3. Directories for finding Uzbek companies Relevant for all readers 
23 Annex 4. Dutch companies active in Uzbekistan and present 

in media 
Relevant for all readers 

24 Annex 5. Health_CE_Infrastructure Companies in Uzbekistan Relevant for the sectors 
25 Annex 6. Description and activities of IFIs, IOs and COs in 

Uzbekistan 
Relevant for all readers 

26 Annex 7. Logistics companies in Uzbekistan Relevant for all readers 
27 Annex 8. Overview of regional market characteristics Relevant for all readers 
28 Annex 9. Reform Policy Targets and Implementation Relevant for all readers 
29 Annex 10. Stakeholders by sectors Relevant for the sectors 
30 Annex 11. Tender Announcement Webpages and Search 

Engines 
Relevant when dealing with 
tenders 

31 Annex 12. Tradeshows assessment and announcements Relevant for all readers 
32 Annex 13. Directory of Uzbek government officials Relevant for all readers 
33 Sources Relevant for all readers 

 

2.8 Information to be found in the Excel files 
A wealth of information is included in Excel files that can be accessed through the hyperlinks listed in the 

annexes to this report. 

The information contained in the Excel files includes: 

1. Active projects of IFIs and IOs in Uzbekistan (as per RVO and Embassy selection – not all identified 
projects were included depending on their relative relevancy to Dutch companies) 

a. A detailed description of 51 projects that are relevant to the healthcare, circular economy, 
and infrastructure sectors. 
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2. All IFI projects table (all the projects we identified) 
a. A detailed description of 269 projects that were identified. 

3. Directories for finding Uzbek companies 
a. 22 business directories that can be used to find Uzbek business partners and clients. 

4. Dutch companies active in Uzbekistan and present in media 
a. A list of 39 Dutch companies that have some relation to the Uzbek market 

5. Healthcare / Circular economy / Infrastructure Companies in Uzbekistan 
a. A list of the 246 most prominent Uzbek companies in the three sectors of focus  

6. Description and activities of IFIs, IOs and COs in Uzbekistan  
a. Description of the 25 International Financial Institutions (IFIs), International Organizations 

(IOs) and the Cooperation Organizations (COs) that are active in Uzbekistan 
7. Logistics companies in Uzbekistan 

a. A list of 17 logistics companies that provide services in Uzbekistan 
8. Overview of regional market characteristics 

a. A business attractiveness ranking of 14 regions of Uzbekistan  
9. Reform Policy Targets and Implementation 

a. An assessment of the relevance of the Uzbek reforms for Dutch businesses 
10. Stakeholders by sectors 

a. A list of the 47 most relevant stakeholders per each of the three sectors of focus 
11. Tender Announcement Webpages and Search Engines 

a. A list with the 50 main online resources that provide information on tenders 
12. Tradeshows assessment and announcements 

a. A list of the 30 most relevant tradeshows and expos related to the three sectors of focus  
13. Directory of Uzbek government officials 

a. A list of 21 key government officials in Uzbekistan 
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3 Uzbekistan described 
 
The Uzbekistan Republic (Uzbekistan) is a strategically located country at the heart of Central Asia in the 
flat, sandy terrain between the Amu Darya and Syr Darya rivers. With 447,400 square kilometers, 
Uzbekistan can be compared to Sweden or California in land size. The Uzbek climate is characterized by 
long, hot summers and mild winters. 
 
Uzbekistan’s strategic importance derives from the fact that it is surrounded by five Central Asian 
countries, namely: Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Afghanistan. It is the only 
country in the world that is exclusively surrounded by countries with a name ending in “stan”. Uzbekistan 
is a landlocked country, and by some definition, one of the only two double-landlocked countries in the 
world next to Liechtenstein. 
 
The country has a slowly growing population that is roughly twice the size of the population of the 
Netherlands, a little under 34 million people. Comparable in population size to Saudi Arabia and Peru. 
Among its direct neighbors, only Afghanistan has a bigger population with a little over 37 million people. 
With roughly 75% of Uzbeks being under 45 years of age and a third of the population under the age of 
14, the Uzbek population is young. 
 
Uzbekistan consists of 12 provinces (called “viloyats”) and one autonomous republic, Karakalpakstan. The 
capital, biggest city and business center of Uzbekistan is Tashkent. Tashkent has a population of over 2.5 
million people. 
 
The nationality of a person from Uzbekistan is Uzbek and the adjective used to relate to something from 
Uzbekistan is “Uzbek” or “Uzbekistani”. The official language of the country is Uzbek, a Turkic language 
that, with 27 million speakers, is the second most spoken Turkic language after Turkish. The second 
language of Uzbekistan is Russian. Close to 20 different languages are spoken in Uzbekistan and Russian 
often functions as the lingua franca between the different ethnic groups. These ethnic groups include: 
Uzbeks (83% of the population), Tajiks (5%), Russians (2.7%), Kazakhs (2.5%), Karakalpaks (2.3%), Tatars 
(1.4%), Kyrgyz (1.3%), Koryo-Saram (0.7%), and Turkmens (0.6%). Nine out of ten Uzbeks are Muslim by 
religion and slightly under one out of ten Uzbeks is Christian. 
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Uzbekistan has a rich, diverse, and dramatic history going back three millennia. Thanks to its central 
location, Uzbek cities such as Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva and Tashkent were crucial trade hubs for the 
famous Silk Route over which, next to silk, also lapis, turquoise, gold, and ivory were transported by 
camelback from East to West. Uzbekistan’s strategic position and riches did not go unnoticed and over 
the centuries the territory was often invaded. Alexander the Great was the first to invade Uzbekistan in 
the 4th century B.C. During the 8th century, the nomadic Turkic tribes living in Uzbekistan were converted 
to Islam by invading Arab forces who dominated the area. Genghis Khan imposed his reign in the 13th 
century, after which Tamerlane the Great and his successors ruled the country until the 16th century. 
Until the mid-1800’s Uzbekistan consisted of independent principalities, the khanates of Khiva, Bukhara, 
and Kokand. These khanates were conquered by Russian tsarist forces in the last quarter of the 19th 
century and were effectively turned into Russian colonies. The khanates were made into the Turkestan 
Republic by the Soviets in 1918 and became the Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic in 1924. Soviet rule 
brought a wider spread of literacy, technical development and extensive cotton growing and natural 
resources exploitation. At the same time, the communist domination brought suppression of local culture 
and religion. Uzbekistan declared independence on September 1, 1991 and became a republic with the 
adoption of the new constitution on the 8th of December 1992.  
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Since 1992, Uzbekistan has been an independent constitutional presidential republic. Uzbeks elect their 
President in direct elections for a maximum of two consecutive seven-year terms. The President is the 
head of state and the head of government. The President is assisted by the Prime Minister. The President 
appoints the cabinet and the high court judges. The President can issue binding decrees and annul 
legislation passed by local legislatures. The Uzbek Parliament (The Oliy Majlis or Supreme Assembly) 
consists of a Legislative Chamber and a Senate. The members of the Legislative Chamber and Senate are 
elected for five-year terms. Some members of the Senate are appointed by the president. The legislature 
has the authority to amend the constitution, enact legislation, approve the budget, and confirm 
presidential appointees. The highest courts are the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court, and the 
Higher Economic Court (for commercial cases). 
 

3.1 The international and regional significance of Uzbekistan 

 
 

3.2 The regional (Central Asian) relevance of Uzbekistan 
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4 The Uzbek reforms 
4.1 The historic context of the Uzbek reforms 
To understand the Uzbekistan of today and the hopes for the Uzbekistan of tomorrow, one should 
understand the Uzbekistan of yesterday. Until 2016, Uzbekistan was a closed, autocratically led, isolated, 
post-soviet country with little hope for the future. Following the death of former Uzbek President Islam 
Karimov this changed to some extent.  
 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, who served as Prime Minister from 2003 to 2016 and who was first appointed and 
later elected as President of Uzbekistan in 2016, started an ambitious reform program.  
 
When assessing the impact of this reform program one should not only look at the results of today, but 
also see them in the context of Uzbekistan’s post-Soviet history. The post-soviet history of Uzbekistan was 
characterized by:  
1. Autocracy 

a. From its independence in 1991 till 2016 Uzbekistan was ruled by only one president - the 
former First Secretary of UzSSR (Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic) Islam A. Karimov. President 
Karimov was re-elected without meaningful opposition on three occasions. 

b. Uzbekistan had an authoritarian regime with a presidential government that concentrated 
practically all power around the President. 

c. Uzbekistan had one of the least liberalized economies among the post-soviet economies that 
were in transition from central planning. 

2. Currency controls 
a. In 1996, following a decline in world cotton prices, Uzbekistan took a major step backwards 

when draconian currency exchange controls were introduced. 
b. The currency controls created complications in buying imported goods from abroad as 

currency conversion was allowed only through a special permission from the Central bank. 
Receiving such a permission could take up to 6 months. 

c. The currency controls spurred various illegal transactions in the black market and complicated 
the entrance of foreign companies and their products into the market. 

d. As a result, the gap between the official and black-market exchange rate widened over years 
and contributed to the expansion of the informal (shadow or grey) economy. 

3. Resource misallocations 
a. Capital was controlled and allocated mainly by government directive. 
b. Public resources were misused by credit and foreign exchange operations related to specific 

enterprises. 
4. State control over the economy and businesses 

a. The state-controlled exports in various key sectors of the economy, including agriculture. 
b. Through semi-commercial banks the state controlled the bank accounts of private companies, 

effectively restricting the release of cash, even for salaries. 
c. The economic policy of the state was focused at achieving economic self-sufficiency and 

import substitution. Production for exports was discouraged and the economic policy 
favoured subsidizing import-substitution projects. The Government controlled imports. 
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d. Price controls and state interventions happened in major sectors of economy. Prices in 
agriculture for many essential items were controlled and set by the Government. The major 
export crop, cotton, was under a state order quota system with fixed purchase prices. The 
quota system in the cotton sector would leave farmers with losses due to fixed cotton 
purchase prices against production input prices that were also fixed through preferential 
credits. Up to today the Government controls purchase prices for strategically important 
goods, such as gold, oil, etc. Prices for utilities and telephone communication are also 
controlled by the Government, as these are provided by the state-owned companies.  

5. Human rights violations 
a. There was no independent judiciary causing an absence of fair, transparent trials. 
b. Forced labour was used for cotton picking. School, university teachers and students, medical 

workers and other representatives of public institutions were involved in the process. 
c. The National Security Service (SNB) routinely exceeded its authority and was a source of fear 

for Uzbek citizens.  
6. Press and media censorship 

a. There was a strict state control over TV, radio and newspapers. 
b. The state restricted internet access and blocked websites criticizing the political system or 

informing the public about the real situation in the country. 
c. There was no freedom of speech. 

7. International and regional isolation 
a. Uzbekistan’s foreign policy was defensively focused on self-reliance.  
b. Foreign policy focused almost exclusively on the pursuit of bilateral relations, effectively 

avoiding multilateral organizations and international economic integration. 
c. Uzbekistan had a frosty relationship with IFIs and IOs. In the years between 2006 and 2009, 

the Government closed the offices and operations of numerous international NGOs in 
Uzbekistan on various charges. 

d. Uzbekistan had bad relations with its eastern neighbours, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.  
 

4.2 Recent Uzbek reforms 
When President Shavkat Mirziyoyev came to power in 2016 he did two things. He implemented several 
direct changes and developed a reform plan. The main aim of the government’s reform agenda is to 
maintain macroeconomic stability and accelerate the transition of the economy from a state-led economy 
to one in which the market plays an increasingly important role.  
 
In February 2017, President Mirziyoyev signed the decree "On Uzbekistan’s Development Strategy ". The 
decree outlines Uzbekistan’s “Strategy for action on five priority development areas of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan for 2017–2021”.  
 
This “Strategy for action on five priority development areas of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2017–2021” 
or “Development Strategy 2017-2021” is the main basis for the government’s reform policy. Other policy 
documents are being developed like the “Development Strategy Framework of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
by 2035” and the “Strategy for the Investment Policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan till 2025” but they 
have not been approved yet and largely build on the “Development Strategy 2017-2021”. 
 
These five priority development areas of the “Development Strategy 2017-2021” are: 
1. Improving the system of state and public construction (governance) 
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2. Ensuring the rule of law and further reforming of the judicial system 
3. Development and liberalization of the economy 
4. Development of the social sphere 
5. Ensuring security, religious tolerance and interethnic accord, pursuance of a balanced, mutually 

advantageous and constructive foreign policy  
 

The goal of the strategy for 2017-2021 is to:  
1. Radically increase the efficiency of ongoing reforms 
2. Create conditions for the comprehensive and accelerated development of the state and society 
3. Implement priority areas for modernizing the country and liberalize all spheres of life. 

 
The Decree "On Uzbekistan’s Development Strategy" establishes that the timely and effective 
implementation of the development strategy shall be the top priority of all government bodies and their 
officials.  

 
In the decree, the state bodies, and entities, responsible for the implementation of measures envisaged 
in a state program, have been instructed to pay particular attention to: 

• Improving the system of handling of letters from natural and legal persons, introducing new effective 
tools and methods to establish an open dialogue with ordinary people, putting in practice of a system 
of reporting to the public, strengthening the public’s trust in authorities. 

• Inadmissibility of bureaucratic barriers and obstacles when handling of letters from natural and legal 
persons and inadmissibility of transforming the process of dialogue with ordinary people into 
"window-dressing". 

 
The strategy is being implemented in five stages, each of which provides for approval of a separate annual 
State program in accordance with a declared name (focus) of the year. 
 
As this report focuses on the sectors of Health, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure we will focus on 
those reform policies that are relevant to these sectors. 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the timeframe and scope of these reforms became uncertain. The crisis 
prompted by the pandemic is not expected to change the government’s existing priorities in fulfilling its 
strategic goals. On the contrary, it could enhance the government’s focus on important sectors such as 
healthcare, agriculture, and infrastructure. 
 

4.3 Concrete effects of the reforms 
Simply put, the reforms aim at 
1. Improving governance 
2. Improving the judicial system  
3. Reforming the economy  
4. Strengthening the social safety net  
5. Strengthening security and foreign policy  
 
The reform priorities within each pillar draw on lessons learned from the market transitions of other 
countries but are also firmly based in Uzbekistan’s unique context as described above. 
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Over 300 decrees were signed, more than 50 public agencies have been closed, created, or restructured, 
and over 100 functional reviews have been held – primarily to streamline efforts and discover where the 
real obstacles exist.  
 
These reforms have been received positively by the citizens of Uzbekistan.  
 
Among the most direct changes that were implemented are: 
1. Opening up of elections for local governance 
2. Lifting of currency controls 

a. The Government unified the exchange rate and liberalized the foreign exchange market 
3. Liberalization of the economy 

a. Price and trade liberalization were initiated  
b. Economic and price controls are being softened. For example, the release from cotton and 

wheat quotas has been an important move for the agricultural sector 
c. Tax rates for businesses and individuals were cut 
d. Uzbekistan renewed its commitment to join the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
e. The Government has expanded social safety net coverage and substantially improved the 

availability of economic statistics 
f. Reforms of the banking sector and money circulation have been introduced 
g. Tax reforms have been implemented and various administrative costs of doing business have 

been reduced 
h. Special economic zones with tax breaks for investors were established 
i. Restructuring, privatization of state-owned or partially state-controlled enterprises. Leading 

up to this restructuration program, the Government had adopted a program of modifying, 
restructuring, and liquidating over 400 medium and large enterprises 

j. Restructuring of equity funds, adapting them to market-based environment 
4. Reducing the practice of censorship of the media and limiting access to social media 
5. Restructuring the SNB 

a. The National Security Service (SNB) was reorganised and renamed the State Security Service 
(SGB). Its legal status, responsibilities, powers, funding, and technical resources are now 
governed by a law that was adopted by parliament 

6. Ending international and regional isolation 
a. The Uzbek Government started an active international policy with the aim to balance its 

different international partners. The government’s aim is to avoid falling completely under 
the influence of China and maintain good relationships with South Korea, Russia, and the 
West  

b. Uzbekistan will soon obtain observer status at the Eurasian Economic Union (Armenia, 
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia) and may become a member in the years to come. 
There is some apprehension though in Uzbekistan about having its market overflowed by 
Russian goods  

c. Uzbekistan also improved its relations with all its direct neighbours, especially with Kyrgyzstan 
and Tajikistan on water management, transport links, the electricity grid, and border disputes. 

d. Border and customs controls and barriers have been eased or removed 
e. Customs duties have been reduced 
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f. The country has eliminated the need for entry visas to promote tourism and international 
business (nationals from 45 countries are eligible for visa-free travel for periods up to 30 days, 
including the Netherlands). 

g. Uzbekistan re-established ties with IFIs and IOs and started attracted Foreign Direct 
Investment. 

 
With the scale and detail of the Uzbekistan’s development strategy for 2017-2021 it may be challenging 
to understand what parts of the strategy are relevant for the sectors of Healthcare, Circular Economy, and 
Infrastructure. To guide you in focusing your attention on the right elements of the strategy and its 
implementation we provide an Excel table in the Annex 9 with an outline of the development strategy and 
a color-coded indication of the relevance for Dutch companies in the sectors Healthcare, Circular 
Economy, and Infrastructure.  
 
A detailed overview on concrete laws and decrees adopted as a result of the reform “Development 
Strategy 2017-2021” reforms can be found in the Annex 14. 
 

4.4 Ongoing and upcoming Uzbek reforms 
Following President Mirziyoyev’s “Strategy for action on five priority development areas of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan for 2017–2021” several other reform initiatives were started. As a result, today there are 
several reform programs under way. 
 
In September 2018, the Government adopted the “Strategy for Innovative Development” that outlines 
quantitative targets for 81 indicators to be achieved through 2030.  
 
The “Reform Roadmap 2019-2021” was presented in the end of 2018 and it outlines five major pillars: 
1. To maintain macroeconomic stability 
2. To accelerate the market transition 
3. To strengthen social protection and citizen services 
4. To strengthen government’s role in the market economy 
5. To preserve environmental sustainability 
 
In 2019, the “Development Strategy Framework of the Republic of Uzbekistan by 2035” was developed. 
This development strategy builds on the original “Strategy for action on five priority development areas 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2017–2021” but has not been adopted yet. 
 
Several other important areas have already been outlined for reforms to be launched in 2021: 
1. Administrative reform 
2. Agrarian reform 
3. Restructuring and privatisation of state enterprises 
4. A new stage of banking reform 
 
In October 2019, the draft of the “Strategy of the investment policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan until 
2025” was created. The priority of the investment policy is the reorientation from financing traditional, 
mainly extractive industries, to investing in high-tech industries, introducing modern technologies to 
produce high-quality and competitive products on world markets for products and services. This 
investment policy focuses on solving problems in three areas. 
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1. The first area is improving the investment climate of the Republic of Uzbekistan through: 
a. Organizing information support for reforms and promoting the image of Uzbekistan in the 

international arena 
b. Increasing the level of transparency of the conditions of activity in the country and the 

creation of favourable conditions for attracting investments 
c. Increasing the level of investor protection 
d. Improving trade logistics and development of production and marketing links between 

foreign investors and local companies 
e. Increasing the role of local authorities for the formation of a favourable investment climate 

and business environment 
2. The second area concerns enhancing domestic sources of investment and improving the efficiency of 

use of investment resources: 
a. Expansion of investment opportunities of enterprises by improving the quality of 

management and strengthening the financial condition of enterprises 
b. Active involvement of public funds in investment activities in the country 
c. The formation of principles for the effective allocation of public funds and increased control 

over the effectiveness of their use 
d. Expansion of the investment potential of commercial banks 

3. The third area foresees the implementation of effective operational measures and developing new 
approaches to attracting foreign investment: 

a. Improvement of institutional mechanisms for attracting, accompanying and supporting 
foreign investors 

b. Formation of proactive approaches to attracting and retaining foreign investments 
c. Ensuring compliance with the directions of foreign investment inflow to sectoral and regional 

development programs 
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5 The Uzbek Economy 
 

5.1 GDP 
Uzbekistan is the world's fourth largest producer of cotton and produces significant amounts of silk, fruits, 
vegetables, and other crops. The country is the world's seventh largest producer of gold (80 tons per year) 
and it has the fourth largest gold reserves in the world. Uzbekistan is rich in other natural reserves as well. 
The country has exportable reserves of copper, lead, zinc, tungsten, and uranium. With 594,000,000 
barrels of proven oil reserves, Uzbekistan is comparable to Turkmenistan and Romania in terms of oil 
reserves. These reserves are equivalent to 33.2 times the annual oil consumption in Uzbekistan. The 
country’s 1841 cubic kilometres of natural gas reserves makes it bigger than Kuwait in terms of gas 
reserves. These oil and gas reserves are more than sufficient for satisfying domestic consumption and 
allow for exports of oil and gas. The fact that a single company, Uzbekneftegaz, contributes 15% of the 
country’s GDP underscores the importance of oil and gas for Uzbekistan’s economy. 
 
According to the estimate by the IMF, Uzbekistan’s GDP will equal just over 59 billion USD in 2020. This 
makes the Uzbek economy the 76th economy in the world in nominal terms, ranked in between Panama 
and Costa Rica. 
 
In terms of GDP by Purchasing Power Parity (internationally comparable purchasing power of the 
population considering the relative cost of local goods, services, and inflation rates of the country) 
Uzbekistan is the 60th ranked economy of the world. Just after Qatar and before Kenya. Uzbekistan has 
been classified as a lower-middle-income country since 2009. 
 
GDP is not a great indicator of recent economic growth in Uzbekistan. GDP grew with 5.6% in 2019 but 
returned thanks to that growth to roughly the level of 2017. This is explained by the fact that GDP dropped 
notably in 2018. According to official Uzbek statistics, GDP was well over 81 billion USD in 2016, 38% 
higher than the GDP of 2019. This difference can possibly be explained by the flotation and subsequent 
devaluation of the Uzbek Soum in 2017. Uzbekistan is among the few countries registering positive growth 
of 1.6% during the coronavirus crisis. The IMF predicts a 5% GDP growth for 2021 and the economic 
growth to soon be back at the level of 2019. 
 
Uzbekistan has had sustained high economic growth since 2005. Between 2005 and 2015 the country had 
the highest growth rates in Europe and Central Asia, with an average GDP growth rate of 8.2%. Since 2015 
the economy has continued to grow at 5.8% (on average).  
 
The structure of the economy is largely based on industry and manufacturing, services, and agriculture. 
There has been little change in this structure of economy over the last 10 years. 
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Industry accounts for 52% of GDP and for 13% of jobs. Uzbekistan’s manufacturing industry produces 
textiles, food processing, machine building, metallurgy, mining, hydrocarbon extraction, and chemicals. 
The country’s extraction industry produced coal, zinc, copper, tungsten, uranium, and silver.  
 
Uzbekistan’s services sector accounts for 32% of GDP and for 50% of jobs. The services sector revolves 
around trade, transportation, and tourism.  
 
Agriculture accounts for 26% of GDP and for 27% of jobs. Uzbekistan is well known for its production and 
exports of cotton, vegetables, fruits, grain, silk, wool, and livestock.  
 
Remittances - the money sent home by Uzbeks who work in a foreign country (mainly Russia) – form an 
important contribution to the Uzbek economy. In 2019, the total value of remittances was 5.9 billion USD, 
almost 10% of GDP. In 2020, remittances declined by 19% as a result of the coronavirus crisis. A cumulative 
increase of 17% in social payments and a 10% increase in minimum wages since February 2020 have 
helped preserve private consumption despite this decline in remittances. 
 

5.2 Debt 
Public debt levels have been traditionally low in Uzbekistan. Former President Islam Karimov followed a 
strict policy of keeping international debt levels to a minimum. The current President, Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 
relaxed that policy and opened the country up to international lenders. Now, with the increasing interest 
of international lenders in Uzbekistan, public debt levels are rising steadily. 97% of Uzbekistan’s public 
debt comes from official multilateral and bilateral creditors, with multilateral creditors accounting for 58% 
and bilateral official creditors for 39% (World Bank 2020). Beginning in 2016, public debt rose steeply from 
8.6 billion USD to 29.3 billion USD reaching a level of 50% of GDP (similar to the public debt to GDP ratio 
of The Netherlands). Uzbekistan has more room for borrowing as government debt of about 60% or less 
of GDP is not considered a problem. However, when debt levels reach 80-90% it may have negative effects 
on the economy. Considering the steep rise of government debt since 2016, a continuation of this trend 

Industry and 
Manufacturing

52%

Agriculture
26%

Services
32%



 

Lighthouse Russia BV | Opportunities for Dutch Businesses in Uzbekistan| June 2021  

31 
 

would be a potential threat to Uzbek economic growth. Currently, Uzbekistan is classified at low risk of 
debt distress (IMF, 2019). The bond rating of Uzbekistan with S&P, Fitch and Moody’s is BB-.  
 

5.3 FDI  
The Uzbek reforms since 2016, such as liberalizing the foreign currency market and creating special 
economic zones have helped to attract Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). According to the UNCTAD's 2020 
World Investment Report, FDI inflows into Uzbekistan were: 
 

 
FDI traditionally originates from Russia, South Korea, China, Turkey, and Germany. 
 
The FDI stock (the total level of direct investment at a given point in time) in 2000, 2010 and 2019 
amounted to 0.7 billion USD, 5.4 billion USD and 9.5 billion USD respectively. 
 

5.4 Inflation 
The inflation rate for 2019 was 19% according to World Bank. In the coming years, the Uzbek State 
Statistics Committee expects yearly inflation to hover between 10% and 15%. In reality, this will be closer 
to 15% and 20%.  
 

5.5 Employment 
Of Uzbekistan’s 34 million people population, a little under 16 million are part of the country’s working 
population. On average, the Uzbek working population earns a salary before taxes of around 250 USD. In 
the capital Tashkent, the average salary is higher and reaches around 330 USD. 
 
The official unemployment rate was 9.1% in the first half of 2019 (World Bank 2019), although this 
severely underestimates the size of the informal sector. 
 

5.6 Statistics 
It is estimated that up to 50% of the country’s economy is not accounted for in official statistics as it takes 
place in the informal (grey) economy. Up to 60% of Uzbekistan’s workforce are employed informally. It is 
also estimated that the official average salary levels indicate about half of the actual total income of the 
average Uzbek as Uzbeks earn up to half their income in the informal economy.  
 
The State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics often differs in its macro-economic figures 
from what international organizations like the World Bank, the IMF, and the OECD report. The 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

FDI inflows 

(million USD) 
809 1 041 1 663 1 797 625 2 286 

FDI outflows 

(million USD) 
4 5 6 9 2 3 
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international organizations usually provide more sobering figures than the Uzbek State Statistics 
Committee. 
 
Before 2016, macro-economic statistics served political purposes and were therefore not reliable 
indicators of the real state of the economy. For example, under the pre-2016 statistics regime, GDP 
amounted to 82 billion USD (2015 and 2016) whereas in 2020 GDP was close to 59 billion USD. The pre-
2016 distortions of macro-economic statistics may also have to do with the fact that the Uzbek currency 
became freely convertible to dollars only in 2017. 
 

5.7 Currency 
The Uzbek currency is called the Soum. One Euro is valued at a little over 12000 Soum and one dollar a 
little over 10.000 Soum. On 5 September 2017, an important currency reform was implemented when the 
Government allowed the currency to float freely in relation to foreign currency. Restrictions on the 
amount of foreign currencies individuals and companies could buy were also abolished on this day. As a 
result, the Soum's exchange rate to the US dollar doubled overnight from 4,210 Uzbek Soum to 8,100 
Uzbek Soum. The Soum’s exchange rate still shows strong fluctuations. In 2020 the currency fluctuated by 
more than 20%. 
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6 Uzbek imports and exports 
 
To understand what Dutch companies can potentially export to Uzbekistan, it is relevant to analyse what 
it is that Uzbekistan imports.  
 
In 2019, Uzbekistan’s foreign trade amounted to almost 40 billion USD, which is roughly 68% of GDP. For 
comparison, in the same year foreign trade in The Netherlands was reported at 154% of GDP. 
 
If there is one metric by which Uzbekistan scores very well, it is the growth of import volumes. 2019 
showed record import volumes and one looks at the import volumes of the last 20 years, then it is not 
hard to see this positive trend. Over the last 20 years (since 2000), the volume of Uzbek imports has been 
growing by 16% per year, on average. Uzbek imports with Dutch origin outperformed this trend of overall 
import growth with an annual average import growth of 20%. The percentage of imports with Dutch origin 
out of the total Uzbek imports has been remarkably consistent, hovering around a 0.87% per year. 
Nonetheless, 2019 showed the lowest Uzbek imports with Dutch origin, at 0.55%.  
 

 
 
  

 2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2019 

Overall Import 

(billion USD) 
1.8 2.8 8.8 10.4 9.1 22 

Import from the Netherlands 

(billion USD) 
0.014 0.034 0.080 0.066 0.069 0.12 

% of import with Dutch origin 

from total 

(billion USD) 

0.78 1.21 0.91 0.63 0.76 0.55 
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Year Overall 

import in 
billion USD 

Growth% 
(yearly average 
growth of 16%) 

Import from 
the 
Netherlands 

Growth% 
(yearly average 
growth of 20%) 

% of import with 
Dutch origin from 
total (average 0.87%) 

2000 1.8   0.014  0.78 
2001 2  11 0.014 0 0.70 
2002 1.8  -10 0.012 -14 0.67 
2003 2.2  22 0.033 175 1.50 
2004 2.8  27 0.034 3 1.21 
2005 3.2  14 0.035 3 1.09 
2006 4  25 0.028 -20 0.70 
2007 6.3  58 0.048 71 0.76 
2008 8.8  40 0.080 67 0.91 
2009 7.8  -11 0.061 -24 0.78 
2010 8.2  5 0.072 18 0.88 
2011 9.6  17 0.074 3 0.77 
2012 10.4  8 0.066 -11 0.63 
2013 12.2 17 0.082 24 0.67 
2014 13.2  8 0.120 46 0.91 
2015 10.3  -22 0.092 -23 0.89 
2016 9.1  -12 0.069  -25 0.76 
2017 11.2  23 0.104  51 0.93 
2018 18.1  62 0.19  83 1.05 
2019 22  22 0.12 -37 0.55 

 

6.1 Top 25 imports in 2019 
As indicated in the table above, Uzbekistan imported for close to 22 billion USD in 2019. 
 
The top twenty-five imports of Uzbekistan in 2019 were: 
1. Machinery, nuclear reactors, boilers    $5.61B  
2. Vehicles other than railway, tramway   $2.14B 
3. Iron and steel      $1.43B 
4. Electrical, electronic equipment    $1.34B   
5. Mineral fuels, oils, distillation products   $940.59M  
6. Pharmaceutical products     $926.81M  
7. Plastics       $811.74M  
8. Articles of iron or steel     $785.50M  
9. Wood and articles of wood, wood charcoal   $611.88M  
10. Optical, photo, technical, medical apparatus   $583.83M  
11. Furniture, lighting signs, prefabricated buildings  $549.49M  
12. Cereals       $411.32M  
13. Aircraft, spacecraft      $399.11M  
14. Ores, slag, and ash      $345.45M  
15. Miscellaneous chemical products    $338.19M  
16. Rubbers       $319.44M  
17. Animal, vegetable fats and oils, cleavage products  $313.22M  
18. Sugars and sugar confectionery    $283.81M  
19. Paper and paperboard, articles of pulp, paper, and board $247.22M  
20. Aluminium       $227.72M  
21. Salt, sulphur, earth, stone, plaster, lime and cement  $215.62M  
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22. Live animals      $164.50M  
23. Organic chemicals      $159.89M  
24. Tanning, dyeing extracts, tannins, derivatives, pigments $159.64M  
25. Essential oils, perfumes, cosmetics, toiletries  $140.47M 
 

6.2 Top 10 import partners in 2019 
The top ten import partners of Uzbekistan in 2019 were:  
1. China (23% of total imports)  
2. Russia (18%)  
3. South Korea (12%)  
4. Kazakhstan (8.7%)  
5. Turkey (5.9%)  
6. Germany (4.1%)  
7. USA (2.3%)  
8. Japan (1.7%) 
9. Italy (1.7%)  
10. India (1.5%) 
11. … 
22. Netherlands (0.55%) 
 
With a total value of 120 million USD, The Netherlands accounted for 0.55% of Uzbek imports and ranked 
as Uzbekistan’s 22nd import partner in 2019.  
 

 
 

6.3 Top 10 imports from The Netherlands in 2019 
The top ten imports composing the 120 million USD of Uzbek imports from The Netherlands in 2019 were:  
1. Machinery, nuclear reactors, boilers    $32.67M 
2. Pharmaceutical products     $18.11M 
3. Furniture, lighting signs, prefabricated buildings  $15.19M 
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4. Electrical, electronic equipment    $7.79M  
5. Vehicles other than railway, tramway   $7.63M  
6. Live animals      $5.53M  
7. Plastics       $5.07M  
8. Oil seed, oleaginous fruits, grain, seed, fruits  $3.44M  
9. Optical, photo, technical, medical apparatus   $3.38M  
10. Cereal, flour, starch, milk preparations and products  $2.46M  

 
 

6.4 Top 10 exports 
Uzbekistan exported for around 18 billion USD in 2019. 
 
The top ten exports of Uzbekistan in 2019 were: 
1. Precious stones, metals, coins           $5.21B  
2. Mineral fuels, oils, distillation products    $2.47B   
3. Commodities not specified according to kind   $1.41B  
4. Cotton        $1.29B  
5. Copper        $709.06M  
6. Edible fruits, nuts, peel of citrus fruit, melons   $646.71M  
7. Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers   $475.95M  
8. Plastics        $400.19M  
9. Articles of apparel, knit or crocheted    $323.40M  
10. Zinc        $203.81M  
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6.5 Top 10 export partners 
The top ten export partners of Uzbekistan in 2019 were:  
1. Russia   (24% of total imports)  
2. China   (21%)  
3. Kazakhstan   (14%)  
4. Turkey   (13%)  
5. Kyrgyzstan   (7.6%)  
6. Afghanistan  (5.4%)  
7. Iran   (2.5%)  
8. Tajikistan   (2.3%)  
9. Ukraine   (1.4%)  
10. Pakistan   (1.1%) 
11. … 
27. Netherlands (0.18%) 

 
With a total value of 14.6 million USD, The Netherlands accounted for 0.18% of Uzbek exports and ranked 
as Uzbekistan’s 27nd export partner.  
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6.6 Top 10 Exports to The Netherlands 
The top ten exports composing the 14.6 million USD of Uzbek exports to The Netherlands in 2019 were:  
1. Base metals not specified elsewhere, cermets.  $11.43M  
2. Pulp of wood, fibrous cellulosic material, waste  $2.16M  
3. Articles of apparel, knit or crocheted   $228.67K  
4. Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers  $193.37K  
5. Inorganic chemicals, precious metal compound, isotope $190K  
6. Edible fruits, nuts, peel of citrus fruit, melons  $63.40K  
7. Ores, slag and ash      $33.20K  
8. Articles of leather, animal gut, harness, travel goods  $13.57K  
9. Live animals      $6.17K 
10. Vegetables, fruit, nut food preparations   $5.67K 

Russia 
24% 

Kazakhstan 
14% 

China 
21% 

Turkey 
13% 

Afghanistan 
5.4% 

Tajikistan 
2.3% 

Iran 
2.5% 

Pakistan  
1.1% 

Ukraine 
 1.4% 

Kyrgyzstan 
7.6% 



 

Lighthouse Russia BV | Opportunities for Dutch Businesses in Uzbekistan| June 2021  

39 
 

 

 

  

Base metals not 

specified elsewhere, 

cermet         $11.43 

mln 

Articles of 

apparel, knit 

or 

crocheted   

$228.67 k 

The pulp of wood, fibrous 

cellulosic material, waste   

$2.16 mln 

Edible vegetables 

and certain roots 

and tubers         

$193.37 k 

Edible fruits, 

nuts, peel of 

citrus fruit, 

melons       

$63.40 k 

Inorganic chemicals, 

precious metal compound           

$190 k 

Articles of leather, animal gut, 

harness, travel goods              

$13.57 k 

Ores slag and ash                         

$33.20 k Vegetable, 

fruit, food 

preparations 

$5.67 k 

Live animals 

$6.17 k 



 

Lighthouse Russia BV | Opportunities for Dutch Businesses in Uzbekistan| June 2021  

40 
 

 

7 Economic growth trends 
7.1 Drivers of economic growth 

 
 

7.2 Challenges to economic growth 
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7.3 Potential threats to economic growth 

 
 

7.4 Tell-tale signs for assessing the future growth potential of the Uzbek economy 
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8 The Healthcare sector in Uzbekistan 
 

8.1 Introduction 
In the healthcare sector the following subsectors and technologies were investigated: 
1. Medical products/devices/equipment  

a. Equipment for diagnoses 
b. Imaging 
c. Revalidation 
d. Breathing equipment 

2. Healthcare IT 
3. Hospital services 
4. Hospitals 
5. Pharmaceuticals 
 
This chapter reports on these subsectors and technologies as far as they play a relevant role in the 
potential demand of the Uzbek healthcare sector. 
 
Not all product groups fit exactly in our sectors of focus. In the below lists we have applied a practical 
interpretation of product groups fitting in the sectors of focus. 
 

8.2 Opportunities for Dutch companies 
The main opportunities for Dutch companies in the Uzbek healthcare sector are in: 
1. Pharmaceutical products      
2. Medical equipment like:  

a. Diagnostic equipment and monitoring systems 
b. Equipment for clinical diagnostic laboratories 
c. Centrifuges 
d. Hospital equipment     
e. Medical instruments 
f. Instruments, appliances for medical, science 
g. X-ray equipment     
h. Medical devices and equipment for physiotherapy 
i. Apparatus for anesthesiology and resuscitation   
j. Oscilloscopes 
k. Equipment using ionizing and other types of radiation 
l. Medical devices, apparatus, and equipment for ophthalmology 
m. Orthopedic appliances  

3. Dental equipment 
4. Blood, antisera vaccines, toxins, and cultures  
5. Laboratory reagents     
 
Opportunities are also resulting from the Uzbek Government’s focus on: 
1. The development of effective vaccines and serums  
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2. Systems for rapid and accurate diagnosis of diseases based on pharmaceutical clusters 
3. Establishing modern laboratories and modernizing sanitary control points at the border control points 
4. Training of qualified doctors 
5. Establishing enterprises for the disposal of medical waste 
6. Introducing integrated monitoring system and early forecasting of the epidemiological situation in the 

region 
 
Private sector opportunities are resulting from several large PPP projects that are being implemented and 
planned. Moreover, the impressive increase in the number of private medical organizations/clinics leads 
to an increase in private sector demand.    
 
Last but not least, additional opportunities are arising thanks to the increase in loans and grants that are 
provided by IFIs & IOs that are focusing their efforts on emergency COVID-19 response, by funding public 
healthcare laboratories. 
 

8.3 Demand in the Uzbek healthcare sector 
To assess the demand in the Uzbek healthcare sector we look at the overall Uzbek imports of healthcare 
goods and we look at the healthcare goods that Uzbekistan imports from the Netherlands. We also look 
at the types of medical equipment registered in Uzbekistan in 2020. 

8.3.1 Healthcare imports overall 

 
 

8.3.2 Healthcare imports from The Netherlands 
The Uzbek healthcare sector is highly dependent of imports. 70% of medicines, 80% of medical devices 
and over 95% of medical equipment are imported. There is a shortage of surgical instruments, sterile 
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disposable catheters, conductors, suture material, dialyzers, anaesthetic and respiratory equipment, and 
consumables used in complex surgical interventions in cardiac surgery, neurosurgery, and traumatology.  
 
Uzbekistan imports the following healthcare products from The Netherlands:  
1. Packaged medicaments     18.9  million USD 
2. Medical instruments    4.50  million USD 
3. Blood, antisera vaccines, toxins, and cultures 2.86  million USD 
4. X-ray equipment     1.10  million USD 
5. Laboratory reagents    0.74  million USD 
6. Orthopaedic appliances    0.50 million USD 
7. Special pharmaceuticals    0.11 million USD 
8. Bandages      0.10  million USD 
9. Laboratory ceramic ware    0.028 million USD 
10. Laboratory glassware    0.019 million USD 
11. Therapeutic equipment    0.01  million USD 
12. Pharmaceutical rubber products   0.008 million USD 
13. Medical furniture     0.005  million USD 
14. Microscopes     0.003 million USD 
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8.3.3 Types of medical equipment registered in 2020 
The demand in the healthcare sector can be assessed by looking at the types of medical equipment that 
are registered. In 2020 the following classes of medical equipment were registered: 
1. Diagnostic equipment and monitoring systems   26% 
2. Equipment for clinical diagnostic laboratories   15% 
3. Hospital equipment       15% 
4. Medical devices and equipment for physiotherapy   14% 
5. Apparatus for anesthesiology and resuscitation    11% 
6. Equipment using the ionizing and other types of radiation   10% 
7. Medical devices, apparatus, and equipment for ophthalmology 9% 

 
 
Currently, 10,287 trade names of medicines are registered for use in medical practice (out of which 2,634 
of domestic production), 1,759 names of registered medical devices (out of which 284 of domestic 
production) and 1,968 names of medical equipment (out of which 78 of domestic production). 
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8.4 The Uzbek healthcare market 
The top 10 countries registering medical equipment in Uzbekistan, 2020 were: 
1. China  30%  
2. Germany  17% 
3. Russia  11% 
4. USA, Japan, Korea 8% 
7. Uzbekistan  6% 
8. Italy  5% 
9. Turkey  4% 
10. Switzerland  3% 
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The top 10 countries registering pharma products in Uzbekistan, 2020 were: 
1. India   41% 
2. Turkey    9% 
3. Germany    6% 
4. China, Pakistan   4% 
6. Slovenia, France, Italy  3% 
10. Poland, Hungry   2% 

 
 
In 2019, Uzbekistan imported 740 million USD in packaged medicaments, mainly from India (105 million 
USD), United States (66.4 million USD), Russia (62 million USD), Georgia (58.9 million USD), and Ukraine 
(58 million USD). 
 

8.5 The main clients in the Uzbek healthcare sector 
The main clients of the Healthcare sector are: The Ministry of Health and its sub-divisions, medical 
institutes such as the Institute of Oncology, the Research Institute of Virology etc. (see the list of other 
stakeholders in the list of ‘Stakeholders by sectors’ file), the institutes of the Academy of Sciences, and 
public and private medical clinics.  
 
The Government is interested in: 
1. The development of effective vaccines and serums  
2. Systems for rapid and accurate diagnosis of diseases based on pharmaceutical clusters 
3. Establishing modern laboratories and modernizing sanitary control points at the border control points 
4. Training of qualified doctors 
5. Establishing enterprises for the disposal of medical waste 
6. Introducing integrated monitoring system and early forecasting of the epidemiological situation in the 

region. 
 

The private sector is interesting from the point of view of several investment projects that are based on 
Public Private Partnership schemes (with total amount of $110 million in 2019) and because of the 
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impressive increase in the number of private medical organizations. There is a plan for privatization of 
public hospitals and for the development of private medical services. The decree of the president “On 
measures for the further development of the private healthcare sector,” aims to stimulate the activities 
of private medical organizations, privatize inefficiently functioning state medical organizations, and 
expand the private medical services sector. This means that state medical organizations will be put up for 
auction. Companies can privatize state-owned buildings if they plan to carry out medical healthcare 
activities for at least 10 years. The list of state-owned medical organizations, which will be sold at 
privatization tenders includes 48 facilities located throughout the republic. About 90% of the objects to 
be sold are state dental clinics that are expected to be converted to private medical organizations 
providing modern medical services. 
 
IOs/IFIs provide loans and grants for the healthcare sector in alignment with Uzbek development 
strategies and policies. Because of COVID-19, the Uzbek Government applied for additional loans and 
received grants. IFIs & IOs are focusing their efforts on emergency COVID-19 response, by funding public 
healthcare laboratories. IFIs and IOs also focus on medical multi-profile centres, integrated perinatal care, 
and tuberculosis prevention and treatment. The ADB has approved a $100 million loan to strengthen 
Uzbekistan’s resilience to public health emergencies, including the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic, through steadily improving testing, diagnosis, and the management of COVID-19 cases in 2020. 
Among the most active IFI’s are: the ADB, the World Bank, the EU delegation, the EBRD, and the UNDP.  
 

8.6 The Healthcare sector in Uzbekistan – Main characteristics 
During Soviet rule, all healthcare in Uzbekistan was free. However, the healthcare system predominantly 
focused on access to healthcare and less on the outcome of healthcare. This led to weaknesses in dealing 
with sickness and disease, especially in rural communities. One of the priority sectors announced by 
Mirziyoyev was the healthcare sector, which had been decaying under his predecessor due to 
underinvestment, dilapidation of medical infrastructure, a serious lack of qualified medical personnel, 
corruption, a resurgence of communicable diseases such as tuberculosis, and an outbreak of dysentery 
and hepatitis.  
 
Between 2017 and 2019, no less than 160 legislative acts regarding healthcare were adopted to reform 
the entire healthcare sector. These included, for example, legislation aimed at ensuring better access to 
affordable care and medicine in modernized or new medical infrastructure staffed with more competent 
medical personnel. These reforms have among others improved healthcare in rural areas in most 
hospitals. Some improvements include increasing sanitation levels in hospitals and healthcare availability, 
allowing for all patients to get better care. Although its healthcare system has gotten better with reforms 
in sanitation and access to healthcare, Uzbekistan still needs to create more improvements, as the 
mortality rate is still high. Among the most common diseases are those associated with polluted drinking 
water: typhoid, hepatitis, dysentery, cholera, and various types of cancer. The chief causes of death are, 
in order of frequency, disorders of the cardiovascular, respiratory, and digestive systems and infectious 
and parasitic diseases. Uzbekistan ranks low in maternal and infant mortality. At 29 deaths out of 100.000, 
it ranks 114 in maternal mortality. At 16.3 deaths out of 1,000, it ranks 93 in infant mortality. Uzbekistan 
is also low-ranking in adult health. The country holds the rank of 125 in life expectancy, with an average 
lifespan of 74.8 years. As for the quality of health, Uzbekistan ranks 115 in HIV/AIDS, with a prevalence of 
0.2% and ranks 123 in obesity, with a prevalence of 16.6%.  
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The total number of physicians in the Republic of Uzbekistan is 91.9 thousand, of which 47% (43.3 
thousand) are women and 53% (48.6 thousand) are men. The most significant number of professionals 
among both male and female is observed in Tashkent city with 6842 male and 12325 female physicians.  
 
The density of physicians is low with 27.1 doctors per 10.000 population, mostly due to the emigration of 
skilled professionals, even though the median pay for physicians has sharply increased to about $13,000 
a year. On the other hand, the hospital bed density is higher than in some highly developed countries, 
such as the United States, at four for every 1.000 people. The number of nursing staff amounted to 
365.600 people, including 333.400 women (91.2% of the total number of nursing staff). The ratio of 
paramedical personnel per 10.000 population is 107.8. 
 
In Uzbekistan, most people rely on public healthcare providers, organized in three layers: national, 
regional and city. Private healthcare mainly concerns clinics with general healthcare treatment. Serious 
treatment and surgery are provided mainly by public hospitals. As a result, the Government is the principal 
employer of healthcare workers, as well as the primary purchaser and provider of health-related goods 
and services. 
 
The healthcare system includes national level including the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 
Karakalpakstan, as well as district, regional and tertiary care services. Polyclinics and rural healthcare 
stations provide ambulatory services. Under the Ministry of Health there are agencies and centers 
represented in national, provincial or/and district levels: 
1. Primary healthcare facilities include family polyclinics, rural healthcare clinics, multidisciplinary clinics, 

ambulance stations and emergency medical services and others. 
2. Specialized centers of republican scale: cardiology, surgery, microsurgery and urology, paediatrics. 
3. State Center of Expertise and Standardization of Medicines, Medical Devices and Medical Equipment 

(with provincial representation). 
4. Other agencies, research and medical educational institutions related to the Healthcare sector 

include: 
a. Chemical Pharmaceuticals Research Institute of Uzbekistan 
b. Tashkent Research Institute of Vaccine 
c. ‘Eastern Medicine’ Research Institute 
d. Tashkent Pharma Park Innovative Research and Production Pharmaceutical Cluster 
e. State unitary enterprise “O’zmedimpex” 
f. Sanitary-epidemiological peace and public healthcare service 
g. Agency for medical and social services 
h. Research institutions, medical educational institutions  
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Some of the most notable hospitals are:  
1. Bukhara Himchan Hospital, opened in 2019 
2. COVID-19 Hospital in Tashkent, 2,000 beds, built in 2019 in Tashkent 
3. Central Military Medical Hospital, in Tashkent 
4. Horev Medical Center in Tashkent 
5. MDS Service is a private hospital in Tashkent 
6. National Children's Medical Center in Tashkent 
7. Republican Science Centre of Emergency Medical Service (ex. hospital #16)  
8. Samarkand Central City Hospital in Samarkand 
9. Tashkent International Clinic in Tashkent 
10. Tashkent City Hospital of Emergency Healthcare 
 
For the last 6 years, the number of private medical organizations has increased considerably and reached 
5,612 (including around 876 private hospitals) compared to 3,454 in 2017. Today, more than 67% of 
private medical institutions are located in Tashkent. Because of the COVID health crisis the number of 
private medical diagnostic centres will continue to rise in the coming years. Among the most developed 
specializations of private medical organizations are in the field of dentistry, laboratory diagnostics, 
therapy, physiotherapy and neurology.  

 

3,655 
TOTAL IN 2020 

HEALTHCARE INSTITUTIONS 

OUTPATIENT INSTITUTIONS     2.288 

RURAL OUTPATIENT CLINICS      817 

INPATIENT HOSPITALS       777 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
INSTITUTIONS (SANATORIUMS, 
MEDICAL REHABILITATION) 

249 

SPECIAL HOSPITALS AND 
HEALTH CENTERS 

PRIMARY HEALTHCARE CENTERS  192 

207 

SPECIAL RESEARCH AND  
PACTICAL CENTERS 

 16 

OTHER INSTITUTIONS            341 
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In 2020, 1,475 new enterprises and organizations were created in the field of healthcare and social 
services especially in the densely populated regions: 

 
 
Recently, the COVID-19 pandemic brought to light the underlying weaknesses in the healthcare system. 
Despite the relatively low (official) number of 82,000 total cases and only 623 deaths (March 2021), 
medical officials sounded the alarm that the healthcare system was reaching its full capacity and might 
not be able to weather the crisis. On 29 January 2020, the Special Republican Commission (SRC) headed 
by the Prime Minister was established to (i) monitor the pandemic and raise public awareness, (ii) 
communicate with international organizations and countries experiencing outbreaks, and (iii) expand the 
healthcare facilities and procure necessary antiviral medicines and equipment. Flights from COVID-19 
affected countries were suspended in February 2020. The Government mobilized resources for pandemic 
preparedness and developed a pandemic response plan. Following the country’s first confirmed case, 
borders were closed, mass events banned, social distancing and use of face masks made mandatory, 
businesses and schools closed, and curfews imposed in some places. The Government started to ease the 
lockdown on 15 May 2020, and some businesses were allowed to open by 1 June 2020 with strict social 
distancing measures. 

 
In 2019, UZS 12.1 trn (USD 1.27 bn) was allocated for healthcare sector- this is 30.5% more funds than in 
previous years. The healthcare budget expenses in the year 2020 were close to 1.88 billion USD. The 
budget was spent on: 
1. Salary and equivalent payments – USD 1,204.6 mln  
2. Expenditures on combating the COVID-19 pandemic – USD 292.3 mln 
3. Centralized procurements under state programs – USD 101.0 mln 
4. Creation of the fund of financial incentives and development of medical organizations – USD 51.2 mln 
5. Medicines and medical goods – USD 174.9 mln 
6. Food products – USD 59.8 mln  
 
In 2020 the volume of services provided in the healthcare sector reached 312.7 million USD. The amount 
of funds allocated to the Ministry of Health for centralized procurements under state programs has been 
increasing annually. In 2020 the number for state procurement was 69.8 million USD, in 2021 the 
procurement plan is approximated to be 101 million USD including: 
1. State program of development of the Aral Sea region 1.4 million USD 
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2. Combating spread of the disease caused by the HIV and prevention of hospital-acquired infections 
8.9 million USD 

3. Improvement of specialized phthisiological and pulmonary care system 2.4 million USD 
4. Medical and social care for children with rare (orphan) and other hereditary genetic diseases 3.6 

million USD 
5. Expenditures on vaccines for children 19.3 million USD 
6. Introduction of the e-healthcare system 2.7 million USD 
7. Organization of activity of the National Children’s Medical Center 7.8 million USD 
8. Development of haematology and transfusiology services, as well as further support for people 

suffering from oncohematological and difficult to cure diseases 8.9 million USD 
9. Supply of state medical institutions and population with medicines and medical goods 1.7 million 

USD 
10. Haematological services and measures to support people with hematologic malignancies 12.3 

million USD 
11. Prevention of the spread of infectious diseases 1.4 million USD 
12. Flu prevention in communities at increased risk of infection and severe complications 0.2 million 

USD 
13. Cochlear implantations for children with sensorineural deafness and hearing loss 2.7 million USD 
14. Approval of the National program on improvement of endocrinological aid 2.5 million USD 
15. Measures for increasing the efficiency of nephrological and haemodialysis aid 13.5 million USD 
16. Early detection of congenital and hereditary diseases in children 3.9 million USD 
17. Retraining and further training of medical staff in leading foreign medical and research centres 0.6 

million USD 
18. Implementation of the Law “On donations of blood and its components” 0.3 million USD 
19. Measures for improvement of quality of medical aid provided to women of reproductive age, 

pregnant women and children 0.4 million USD 
20. Activities for improvement of oncologic services 6.0 million USD 
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An increasing percentage of Uzbekistan’s GDP is directed to the healthcare sector. Healthcare expenditure 
as a percentage of GDP has increased since 2016 (and healthcare spending as a percentage of total budget 
spending has doubled). The Government envisages to spend around the same amount in 2021 as it did in 
2020, i.e., 1.9 billion USD. Healthcare spending is expected to rise at a compound annual growth rate 
(CAGR) of 19.1% in local currency terms and by 9.0% in USD terms throughout the coming years. 
Healthcare spending continues to rise faster than economic growth, driven by increasing demand for 
healthcare and the government’s willingness to invest in new facilities and compensate for previous 
shortcomings. 
 
Spending on healthcare in Uzbekistan has increased from the country’s independence in 1991, as the 
country aimed to westernize and reform. Uzbekistan’s healthcare and social service expenditure in 2020 
made 3% of GDP. In the 30 years since independence, the government healthcare spending increased 
from $36 to $85 per person; out of pocket spending almost doubled from $37 to $69 per person, and 
developmental assistance doubled from $3 to $7 per person. The increased funding has led to higher 
availability in healthcare, especially in rural areas, and better quality of care. 
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Uzbekistan approved a Roadmap to attract grants and long-term concessional financing for measures to 
combat the negative effects of the global coronavirus pandemic. In April 2020, Uzbekistan reached 
preliminary agreements to attract long-term soft loans and grants to a total amount of more than 3 billion 
USD. These funds will be built up from loans from the Economic Development Bank, the ADB, the World 
Bank, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, the European Investment Bank, the European Bank for 
Reconstruction (EBRD) and Development, JICA, and the French Development Agency. 

 

8.6.1 The Uzbek Pharma sector 
Uzbekistan consumes more than 1 billion USD in pharmaceutical products annually, 80% of which are 
imported. Russia, China, India, and Ukraine have historically been among the main countries exporting 
pharmaceuticals to Uzbekistan. The Uzbek Government seeks foreign partners interested in establishing 
local pharmaceutical manufacturing and medical equipment production companies. 

 
In recent years, the pharmaceutical industry has seen rapid growth. According to the State Committee on 
Statistics, in 2018, pharmaceutical industry output amounted to 1,705.7 billion Soum (179,038 USD), a 
13.1% increase on the previous year and more than threefold increase compared with 2014. In 2017, the 
pharmaceutical industry manufactured 1.6 billion packaged units of medicinal products and medical 
devices, 34% more than in 2016. However, in value terms, the growth was only 16%. In 2017, the industry 
began to implement 71 investment projects, commissioned 33 facilities worth 148 million USD and 
launched the manufacturing of 76 new pharma products. The overall intention of the Government is to 
stimulate local production of pharmaceuticals by providing local producers with a more favourable tax, 
customs, and sales regime and also to ensure that the population of Uzbekistan has access to affordable 
medicines. In addition, the Government seeks foreign partners interested in establishing local production 
of pharmaceuticals and medical equipment. Special attention is paid to ensuring that national products 
are competitive. Work on introducing international quality standards is being carried out. In 2015, the ISO 
9001 quality control system has been implemented on 28 national pharmaceutical enterprises. By 2018, 
12 of the 94 pharmaceuticals manufacturers in Uzbekistan had Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) 
certificates. In most of the pharmaceutical industry, manufacturing is limited to single formula medicines. 
There is still a lack of use of modern technology by pharmaceutical companies, which are still engaged in 
importing and packaging finished products. 
 
There are around 684 wholesale pharmaceutical companies. The number of pharmacies operating in the 
Republic of Uzbekistan is 14,409 units (2019). There are 636 pharmacies located in the Republic of 
Karakalpakstan, 507 located in the Navoi region, 943 located in the Bukhara region, 1428 located in the 
Samarkand region, 1017 located in the Kashkadarya region, 877 located in the Surkhandarya region, 419 
located in the Jizzakh region, 382 located in the Syrdarya region, 1126 located in the Tashkent region, 952 
located in the Namangan region, 1590 located in the Fergana region and 1547 located in the Andijan 
region.  
 

8.7 Healthcare reform 
Upon taking office, Shavkat Mirziyoyev made improving the healthcare system one of the main goals of 
Uzbekistan’s development strategy for 2017-2021. With this new general strategy, the Government 
committed to:  
1. Increasing the quality and accessibility of services 
2. Improving healthcare financing and insurance system 
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3. Stimulating private investment 
4. Improving training of medical personnel 
5. Widespread introduction of "e-health” 

 
These objectives were formalized through numerous programs and legislative acts, in particular the 
presidential decree “On Comprehensive Measures to Radically Improve the Healthcare System of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan,” passed in December 2018, which also approved the “Concept for the 
Development of the Healthcare System of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2019-2025” and the “The 
program of implementation of the Concept of Healthcare System Development in the Republic of 
Uzbekistan in 2019-2021”. The main 9 directions of the National public Healthcare Policy nd Strategy are: 
1. Improvement of legislation in the field of healthcare 
2. Improvement of organization and management system in the field of healthcare 
3. Improvement of financing in the field of healthcare 
4. Improving the quality and accessibility of medical care, supporting a healthy lifestyle, preventing and 

combating infectious and non-communicable diseases 
5. Improving the system of medical care for mothers and children 
6. Development of private healthcare, public-private partnership, and medical tourism 
7. Further development of the pharmaceutical industry 
8. Formation of an effective system of training, retraining and advanced training of medical personnel, 

as well as the development of medical science 
9. Widespread adoption of information and communication technologies and " e-health" 
 
These decrees, concepts and programs provide for a range of measures aimed at several areas of the 
medical sector including:  
1. Improving the quality of medical services.  
2. Increasing the accountability of medical personnel. 
3. Developing the use of new medical technology. 
4. Implementing preventive screening programs. 
5. Developing genetic and specialized medical services, especially for women and children.  
6. Implementing a system for protecting maternal and infant health.  
7. In the pharmaceutical sector, the Government aims to reduce costs and to increase the manufacture 

of medicine and equipment.  
8. Focus is on training, through modernization of medical training programs and continuing education 

for medical and pharmaceutical workers, as well increased training for administrative personnel in 
medical facilities, all in accordance with the international standards.  

9. Finally, the Government aims to address the underfunding of the healthcare system through 
privatization and by gradually introducing compulsory health insurance from 1 January 2021. 
 

Along with these new programs and strategies, the Government has launched several concrete initiatives 
to address some of the country’s most pressing needs. For example, it responded to a severe lack of family 
medicine, especially outside larger cities, by opening some 793 rural family polyclinics, equipped by the 
Asian Bank of Development and others. 
 
Other initiatives have also been launched to respond to specific issues. As cervical cancer is the second 
most common cancer among women of all ages in Uzbekistan, the country began vaccinating girls against 
the human papillomavirus (HPV). In the sector of maternal and child health, a presidential decree “On the 
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State Program for the Early Detection of Congenital and Hereditary Diseases in Children for 2018-2022” 
provides for increased capacity for early diagnosis of genetic syndromes in children, as well as for mass 
screening examinations of infants for hereditary diseases.  

 
The Government has also initiated the development of telemedicine by launching, in 2018, the Unified 
Telemedicine Network (UTS), which all medical institutions in the country are required to implement. The 
UTS is intended to develop telemedicine technology and enable doctors to communicate with patients in 
distant locations.  
 
President Mirziyoyev has also encouraged the development of the private healthcare sector, which is 
popular among the general public. Almost half of the population of Uzbekistan considers private medical 
institutions to be necessary; more than a third considers private medicine to be the most reliable source 
of healthcare, compared to 30% who prefer state medicine; and 32% consider that their choice depends 
on the severity of the disease. In other words, many go to state structures for treatments that are 
considered minor but prefer to turn to private medicine to address more serious health problems. The 
Government has initiated several measures to stimulate the private sector. For example, in April 2017, 
President Mirziyoyev signed a decree, which raised the number of specialties that private clinics are 
allowed to practice from 50 to 129. Additionally, private medical organizations have been exempted from 
taxes and mandatory contributions to state trust funds until 1 January 2022, which has encouraged the 
opening of 1,650 new private medical institutions over the past two years. 

 
Finally, a notable change from the Karimov era is the openness of President Mirziyoyev’s government to 
discuss certain sensitive topics, as evidenced in the “Development Strategy Framework of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan by 2035”, published by the NGO Buyuk Kelajak, which recognized that issues such as the infant 
mortality rate had previously been underestimated, and contained thinly veiled criticism of the opacity of 
statistics during the Karimov era. Besides, the Uzbek government’s relatively rapid reaction to the COVID-
19 crisis, which included circulating public health messages about the disease, creating an emergency 
medical helpline, and building temporary hospital facilities, contrasted significantly with the denials of 
other authoritarian regimes in Eurasia such as Tajikistan and Turkmenistan, or, slightly further afield, in 
Belarus. 
 

8.8 Dutch companies on the Uzbek healthcare market 
Because of the Uzbek import dependency, Dutch suppliers are relatively well represented on the Uzbek 
healthcare market.  
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8.8.1 The main Dutch suppliers of medical equipment on the Uzbek market  

 

8.8.2 The main Dutch suppliers of pharma products on the Uzbek market 

 

8.9 Market entry 
Government procurement and commercial imports (of pharmaceuticals and equipment used by private 
clinics) are the main ways for foreign companies to enter the Uzbek healthcare market. Despite the 
complexity of procurement procedures of the Government and public sectors, they are considered as 
major importers of goods and services. Solid relationships with decision-makers are useful, and for that 
you will need to work with local representatives or sales agents. Visiting potential trade partners- 
especially in the initial stage of negotiations- is beneficial in developing professional relationships. 
 
Depending on the product or services, the Uzbek healthcare market can be accessed through: 
1. Procurements and tenders/competitions of government agencies, International Financial Institutions 

or programs of International organizations.  
2. Finding a local partner through a directory of companies and products as well as exhibitions. 
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3. Annual international, specialized exhibitions in the field of medicine and pharmaceuticals that bring 
together all key players in the healthcare sector. In 2019 a specialized pharma exhibition was attended 
by 250 companies from which 40% were international. Such events provide an excellent networking 
opportunity to precisely target relevant budget-holders and partners in the shortest time possible and 
at an affordable cost. 

4. Uzbek partners – referenced in the “Health_CE_Infrastructure Companies in Uzbekistan” Excel file. 
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9 The Circular Economy sector in Uzbekistan 
 

9.1 Introduction 
In the circular economy sector the following subsectors and technologies were investigated: 
1. Energy efficiency (sustainable, renewable energy) 
2. Ecologically friendly technologies  
3. Sustainable agriculture (not involving agriculture more broadly) 

a. Irrigation 
b. Salinization 
c. Climate resilience 
d. Disease resistance 

4. Waste removal facilities & engineering  
5. MSW collection and separation and processing equipment  
6. Incineration and recycling technology 
7. Landfill technology 
 
This chapter reports on these subsectors and technologies as far as they play a relevant role in the 
potential demand of the Uzbek circular economy sector. 
 
Not all product groups fit exactly in our sectors of focus. In the below lists we have applied a practical 
interpretation of product groups fitting in the sectors of focus. 
 

9.2 Opportunities for Dutch companies 
The main opportunities for Dutch companies in the Uzbek circular economy sector are in: 
1. Industrial heat exchangers 
2. Water filtering and purifying equipment 
3. Agricultural equipment 
4. Irrigation equipment 
5. Landfill equipment 
6. Technology, know how for upgrading landfills 
7. Waste recycling technology 
8. Waste processing equipment 
9. Water supply and sanitation technology 
 
Projects on modernizing landfills and waste recycling are on the rise and could create opportunities for 
Dutch companies. Recent Government policies aim to modernize existing waste and energy infrastructure 
and introduce advanced technologies in the agricultural sector. However, concrete opportunities in solid 
waste management, energy efficiency and sustainable agriculture result primarily from the projects of IFIs 
and IOs and can be identified through the programs and tender announcements of government agencies, 
IFIs and IOs.  
 
Opportunities also arise from PPP based investment projects schemes modestly driving demand for 
equipment such as: 
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1. Waste processing and recycling plants, waste sorting lines, equipment for tire recycling, equipment 
for the disposal of used cars and wastewater treatment plants  

2. Energy efficiency equipment  
3. Solar energy stations and solar water heater equipment 
 

9.3 Demand in the Uzbek circular economy sector 
To assess the demand in the Uzbek circular economy sector we look at the overall Uzbek imports of 
circular economy goods and we look at the circular goods that Uzbekistan imports from the Netherlands.  
 

9.3.1 Circular economy imports overall 

 
 

9.3.2 Circular economy imports from the Netherlands to Uzbekistan: 

1. Other Agricultural Machinery 10.1 million USD  

2. Harvesting machinery  1.92 million USD  

3. Valves 0.975 million USD  

4. Taps, cocks, valves and similar appliances, etc  0.941 million USD  

5. Liquid Dispersing Machines 0.780 million USD  

6. Thermostats 0.625 million USD  

7. Measuring or checking instruments, etc 0.429 million USD  

8. Equipment to measure fluid flow, level, pressure, etc 0.441 million USD  

9. Filtering and purifying machinery for gases, etc 0.333 million USD  

10. Air Pumps 0.169 million USD  

11. Liquid Pumps 0.148 million USD  

12. Parts for filtering/purifying machines for liquid/gas 0.0829 million USD  

13. Equipment for physical and chemical analysis 0.0601 million USD  
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14. Stone Processing Machines 0.0557 million USD  

15. Chemical industry products, preparations, mixtures  0.0467 million USD  

16. Heat exchange units, non-domestic, non-electric 0.0239 million USD  

17. Equipment to measure or check pressure 0.0216 million USD  

18. Instruments to measure or detect ionising radiations 0.0211 million USD  

19. Centrifugal pumps  0.0184 million USD  

20. Parts of equipment to measure or check fluid variable 0.0073 million USD  

 

 

 

9.4 The Circular Economy sector in Uzbekistan. Main characteristics 
Uzbekistan is at the very beginning of its path towards a circular economy. There is still a lack of knowledge 
and understanding of the concept of a circular economy and how it should function. There is an 
insufficiency in services and organizations operating in this field. Engineering or construction companies 
specialized in the circular economy sub-sectors are absent in Uzbekistan as an interview with a specialist 
of the State Committee on Ecology and Environmental Protection also confirmed. The projects that have 
been started, such as on modernizing landfills and waste recycling, hire construction companies that do 
general housing construction works. Currently, several sub-sectors of the circular economy sector, 
including solid waste management, energy efficiency and sustainable agriculture, are prioritized primarily 
due to the projects of IFIs and IOs that promote ecologically friendly, green technologies, waste 
management, recycling, sustainable energy, and water use. Government policies that are in some way 
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related to circular economy mainly aim to modernize existing waste and energy infrastructure and 
introduce advanced technologies in the agricultural sector. 
  

9.4.1 Energy efficiency 
Uzbekistan is one of the most energy- and carbon-intensive countries in the world. Also the Uzbek 
economy is one of the most energy-intensive in the world, according to the World Bank. The energy 
intensity of the country's GDP is 35% higher than in neighbouring Kazakhstan and three times that of 
Germany. The industrial sector, which often uses outdated technologies in its production processes, 
accounts for 40% of all energy consumed in the country. Energy intensity is high in Uzbekistan due to its 
own hydrocarbon production and inefficient consumption. Uzbekistan is one of the few countries which 
are fully self-sufficient in energy resources. It is the second largest of the Caspian gas producers (after 
Turkmenistan) and its abundant natural gas resources are used both for domestic consumption and 
export.  
 
The country’s energy efficiency potential is high due to inefficient infrastructure and the absence of 
incentives to introduce energy efficiency measures. A 2013 World Bank report noted major energy 
efficiency challenges, which are still valid: 
1. Demand-side energy efficiency, particularly in industry and agriculture, the most inefficient sectors of 

the economy; industry uses outdated technologies while the irrigation system used in agriculture is 
inefficient 

2. Low efficiency of gas-fired power plants, which are 40% less efficient than their equivalents using up-
to-date technologies 

3. Low efficiency of electricity networks, with losses of up to 20% 
 
In recent years, a wide range of measures has been implemented to ensure energy efficiency and energy 
savings in sectors of the economy and the social sphere. Standards for energy management of industrial 
production and energy labelling of household equipment have been introduced. It is planned to 
implement energy saving technologies in the system of street lighting and to introduce energy-saving 
lamps for residential and public buildings. The sale of incandescent lamps with a capacity of over 40W has 
been halted. The Government targets saving 3.3 tWh of electricity and 2.6 billion cubic meters (bcm) of 
natural gas in the economy of Uzbekistan by 2020-2022 as a result of the implemented energy efficiency 
measures (with a total current consumption of 57.7 tWh and 39 bcm respectively). 
 
In the medium term, the Uzbek Government aims to reduce the energy intensity of the economy by 50% 
by 2030. To this end, state programs have been initiated to modernise key energy-intensive sectors. 
Upgrading obsolete equipment and production processes is critical to make enterprises more competitive. 
Greater energy efficiency not only reduces equipment maintenance and operations costs, it increases 
productivity, cuts energy consumption (which further reduces expenses) and mitigates climate change. In 
recent years, Uzbekistan has raised its standing in the World Economic Forum’s Energy Architecture 
Functionality Index by six positions. Formerly 84th out of 125 countries for energy efficiency, it now ranks 
78th. 
 
At the same time, despite these measures, the energy intensity of the domestic economy remains high, 
and the level of diversification of the fuel and energy balance through the involvement in industrial 
production of Renewable Energy Sources (RES) does not meet world trends. Natural gas and other 
traditional types of fossil fuels are dominant in the production of electrical and thermal energy. 
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Uzbekistan uses four times more energy as the world average. Uzbekistan, on average, spends USD 1.5 
billion per year on its energy sector costs. The economy relies heavily on natural gas, which in 2016 
represented 87% of total primary energy supply and 75% (or 43.7 GWh) of electricity generation, while 
hydroelectric dams (20%), coal-fired (4%) and oil-fired power plants (1%) accounted for the rest. Currently, 
a significant share of generation capacity in Uzbekistan is old and in need of modernisation or 
replacement. According to the World Bank, almost 40% of Uzbekistan’s available generation capacity is 
past its service life. Around 60% (or 2.8 GW) of planned and under construction power generation projects 
are natural gas-fired electric power plants out of a total of 4.7 GW. Hydro-power projects (HPP) make up 
a further 24%, while coal-fired thermal power plants and solar PV account for 14% and 2% respectively. 
 
Russia, China, South Korea, and Japan are the primary initiators of energy and transportation 
infrastructure projects. 
 

9.4.2 Renewable energy 
Due to its abundance of energy, the development of renewable energy has not been a high priority for 
the Government of Uzbekistan until now, except hydro power. Despite the country’s considerable solar 
energy potential, it has no industrial-scale solar power plants. Furthermore, as wind potential has not 
been studied sufficiently, there are also no industrial-scale wind farms. As solar, wind and biomass energy 
production shares are low, statistical agencies up to recently have not been taking them into account. The 
only RES of note currently deployed in Uzbekistan is hydropower, which accounts for 12% of electricity 
production and 3.25% of the country’s primary energy consumption.  
 
Nevertheless, a target has been set to have RES account for19.7% of total energy production being by 
2025 (2017 Resolution of the President No. 3012) and 25% by 2030. For this, Uzbekistan plans to further 
develop hydropower and start developing solar and wind energy. Most of the targeted 19.7% is to come 
from hydropower (15.8%), while solar and wind energy are expected to provide 2.3% and 1.6% 
respectively. New renewable generation facilities (solar, wind and hydropower plants) with a total 
capacity of over 8.400 MW are planned for construction. Plus, construction of Uzbekistan’s first nuclear 
power plant (NPP) with a capacity of 2.400 MW, which is also expected to help stabilise the country’s 
energy supply, began in autumn 2019. 
 
The Joint Stock Company Uzbekgidroenergo is the country’s state hydropower producer and developer. 
It currently operates 37 HPPs with an installed capacity of 1,914 MW. The technically feasible hydropower 
potential of Uzbekistan exceeds 35 billion kWh/y, and the potential for economically viable hydropower 
development is estimated at around 27 billion kWh/y. In line with the strategy established by the 
President of Uzbekistan for state entities to attract loans from IFIs without state guarantees, 
Uzbekgidroenergo is working closely with Fitch Ratings to obtain its international credit rating. Recently it 
was announced that a 20-year loan agreement, worth €55.8 million, has been signed with the French 
Development Agency to finance a series of projects in Uzbekistan’s hydropower sector. The loan 
agreement complements Uzbekistan’s ambitious national energy strategy to generate a quarter of all 
electricity from renewable sources by 2030, including 3.8GW of hydro energy. 
 
Notably, the country’s enormous technical potential for the use of solar energy is not being used; there is 
no renewable energy (other than hydro) generation in Uzbekistan, except some off-grid and/or small-
scale units.  
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Uzbekistan's climate conditions favour solar energy. There are 250 sunny days per year and the technically 
feasible potential of solar energy is 177 million toe (2000 tWh), which is tremendously much more than 
the national annual consumption (currently 57.7 tWh). However, this potential energy source remains 
largely untapped due to high start-up costs. 
 

9.4.3 Water 
Uzbekistan’s water resources are under pressure. A large agricultural demand, growing population, 
inefficient water use, and unfavourable climatic conditions mean that strengthening water management 
is key to future prosperity.  
 
Annual costs associated with the poor quality of existing water and irrigation infrastructure amount to 8% 
of GDP as estimated by the World Bank. The current annual use of water resources in all sectors of the 
economy of Uzbekistan is, on average, 56 km3 of which about 50.4 km3 (90%) is used in agricultural 
irrigation. The current annual demand for water in all sectors of the economy of Uzbekistan is estimated 
at 64 km3 meaning that there is an annual shortage of 8 km3. The total water consumption for industrial 
demands is forecast to increase to 3 km3 per year by 2030 in line with Uzbekistan’s development agenda. 
This will put additional pressure on the water shortage. Future forecasts show that the demand for 
drinking water in residential, industrial, and rural areas will increase, while demand in irrigated agriculture 
will be expected to decrease, due to the application of water saving technologies and more efficient 
agricultural practices.  
 
By 2030, Uzbekistan aims to cap the total required water volume at a maximum of 58.5 km3. Such 
measures are planned to address water shortages that are increasing from year to year due to the global 
climate change, growth of population and industries, and the annual increase in water consumption.  
 
The water supply and sanitation system in Uzbekistan was inherited from the Soviet Union and has 
reached the end of its economic life, requiring extensive rehabilitation. In example, 60% of irrigation 
canals and 70% of flumes are worn out.  
 
Currently, over 30% of households do not have quality drinking water, and over 1 000 settlements have 
no drinking water at all. The main factors affecting the supply and quality of drinking water are old 
equipment for water filtration, financial complications, the infrastructure in rural areas, and low public 
awareness on the environmentally friendly use of drinking water. Thus, the sector is faced with a series of 
issues, including deteriorated infrastructure, outdated sector strategy and planning, inappropriate 
standards, limited financial resources, and weak institutional capacity. 
 
The National Water Supply and Waste Water System Development and Modernization Plan for 2009-2020 
is the principal document in the water and waste water services (WSS) sector. The main development 
goals that the Government formulated for the WSS sector include:  
1. Improve WSS services, particularly to provide universal access to drinking water and improved quality 

of water. 
2. Ensure financial sustainability of WSS sector enterprises. 
3. Promote water saving by different means. 
4. PPP promotion to increase efficiency.  
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Reforms in the water sector aiming at efficient land and water use, improvement of water management 
system and modernizing and developing water infrastructure have been implemented in recent years. 
The Government has made access to safe water and sanitation a priority in its “Poverty Reduction and 
Welfare Improvement Strategy”. The objective of this strategy is to reach 100% service coverage in urban 
areas and 85% in rural areas within the next decade. 
 
There are more than USD 2.4 billion USD worth of planned and currently under construction water 
projects, with 63% focusing on water supply and sanitation and the remaining 37% on irrigation and water 
management. All these projects are financed with support from multilateral development banks such as 
the ADB, EBRD, EIB and the World Bank. Water irrigation projects receive a relatively higher share of 
funding compared to water supply and sanitation projects. For example, the South Karakalpakstan Water 
Resource Management Project has a cost of over USD 522 million and aims to improve the irrigation 
network so that a large number of farmers in the area can benefit from improved irrigated agricultural 
production. 

 

9.4.4 Irrigation 
The irrigation infrastructure of Uzbekistan is a complex set of hydraulic structures and irrigation systems. 
The total irrigated area as of 1 January 2018 was estimated at 4.3 million hectares, of which over 2.2 
million hectares (51%) is supplied with irrigation water through pumping stations. The drainage area is 
3.05 million ha. There are approximately 180,000 km of irrigation networks, 140,000 km of collector-
drainage networks, and 1,693 pumping stations that consume 8.2 tWh of electricity annually. There are 
55 reservoirs with a total capacity of 20 km3, more than 5,000 irrigation wells and 3,451 drainage wells.  
 
Irrigated areas are categorized into four types based upon land salinity:  
1. Non-saline 
2. Weakly saline 
3. Moderately saline 
4. Strongly saline.  
The categorization is based on the content of salt in the top layer of soil that would be detrimental to crop 
productivity. Areas 3 and 4 commonly practice leaching irrigation to try and wash the soil and alleviate 
the salt content. Typically, 15% of irrigation water is currently used for leaching.  
 
Of the 4.3 million hectares of land currently used for irrigation, it is believed that 1 million hectares would 
be suitable for application of drip irrigation technology. The suitability of this technology depends on 
various factors, including soil and water quality.  
  
Drip irrigation was used on 328.000 hectares of agricultural land in Uzbekistan in the period 2018-2020. 
The three regional leaders in terms of the implementation of drip irrigation systems are the Tashkent, 
Samarkand and Kashkadarya regions. Water-saving drip irrigation systems are made from local raw 
materials. The 10 main Uzbek producers drip irrigation systems are: 
1. “Maxsus Polimer Zavodi” 
2. “AGRODRIP” 
3. “Green Tech Solutions” 
4. “Pipe Technologies” 
5. “Shurtan Gas Chemical complex” 
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6. “Uztexenergo” 
7. “Yushen Plastic” 
8. “Jizzax Polimer Plast” 
9. “Kalina Luks Servis” 
10. “Pipe Plast Plyus” 
 
Uzbekistan is also looking at cost-effective and simple technologies and operational practices to improve 
irrigation efficiency. This includes the use of shallow furrows or irrigating every other furrow (alternative 
furrows). According to the Ministry of Water Management, the total area under water-saving techniques 
reached 413,200 hectares or 9.6% of irrigated lands in the period 2013–2019. 

 

9.4.5 Waste 
The waste sector in Uzbekistan is characterized by:  
1. An ineffective existing solid waste management system 
2. An inefficient waste collection system 
3. A poorly developed recycling capacity 
4. Rudimentary waste disposal sites 
5. Waste-related threats to public health and the environment 

 
Although accurate statistics for the annual generation of industrial waste are not available, it is estimated 
that approximately 100 million m3 of industrial waste is generated in the country annually, of which 14% 
is classified as toxic, and about 68% is mining waste. Energy facilities, and the mining, metallurgical, 
chemical and construction industries are the main sources of environmental pollution through the 
creation of waste. Most industrial waste is generated and concentrated in the Navoiy Viloyat in the 
central, remote desert part of the country and around the cities of Tashkent, Almalyk and Chirchik. Historic 
legacies include the abandoned uranium mining sites in Charkesar and Yangiabad. A significant amount of 
waste is generated in the chemical industry. The chemical industry is a source of toxic waste, such as 
phosphogypsum, lignin, manganese sludge and sulphur. The volume of phosphogypsum alone is about 70 
million tons per year and lignin accounts for 15 million tons per year. Only 0.2% of the solid industrial 
waste generated is used as secondary raw materials.  
 
About 10,000 hectares of land are currently used for storage of industrial waste. Due to the insufficient 
number of landfills for storage and disposal of industrial waste, there is a widespread practice of dumping 
waste in unauthorized places, which is particularly dangerous for the environment. In recent years, several 
mining and chemical enterprises have shifted to technologies that allow more efficient extraction and 
production, generate less hazardous waste, and reuse more of the waste. A landfill site for the burial of 
toxic wastes has recently been built at the processing plant of General Motors (GM) Uzbekistan. In 2019– 
2020, a landfill site was built at the Jizzakh Accumulator Plant LLC. Environmental hazards from the legacy 
of uranium mining persist. 
 

9.4.6 Landfills 
There are currently 221 landfills across Uzbekistan, ranging in size from 0.5 hectares to 70-80 hectares. 
Most landfills are 20-30 years old. All these landfills are mixed waste dump areas and do not take into 
account any ecological regulations. None of them are connected to any nearby recycling facilities. These 
landfills are the property of the State Committee on Ecology and Environmental Protection and the land 
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is allocated by the local city or regional government. Of these landfills, are left open and are not managed 
nor controlled for pollution. In accordance with the solid waste management strategy of the Government 
(further explained below), it is planned to optimize the condition of landfills. According to this strategy, 
the number of landfills in the country will be reduced from 221 to 59. With the support and funds of the 
IOs/IFIs it is planned to build modern landfills and to rehabilitate or cut down the remaining landfills in 
accordance with modern norms and standards. The landfills will be covered with soil, planted with trees 
and plants will be planted and returned to the state land fund. 
 

9.4.7 Waste Processing 
To reduce the number and area of landfills, emphasis has been placed on the development of the waste 
processing sector. In 2018, only 9% of household waste was subject to processing. In 2019 only 20% out 
of 7.1 million tons of solid waste (including household waste) was processed. It is planned that solid waste 
processing will be increased to 60%. There are several on-going projects funded by the ADB aimed at 
managing existing landfills and constructing new, modern landfills that will be fitted with protective films 
that prevent the release of harmful substances into the soil and groundwater. In the town of Ohangaron 
in Tashkent province, the ADB is funding a rehabilitation of 59 hectares of landfills. The procurement for 
the project was won recently at the end of 2020 by a Chinese company that will build a new polygon, 
install cleaning equipment, and build an incineration facility to extract methane gases from waste and use 
the methane to generate electricity. Another big player is the Korean company Sejing, which has been 
involved in similar landfill projects. 
 

9.4.8 Waste recycling  
Waste recycling infrastructure is being gradually created in Uzbekistan. By 2019, ecological clusters for 
the collection, sorting, transportation, disposal, and recycling of more than 1.2 million tons of were 
created in 9 Uzbek cities. However, these facilities do not yet operate at full capacity. These ecological 
clusters are listed below for each city: 
 
1. Andijan: “Andijon special Trans” 
2. Nukus:  “Rodell Recovery” 
3. Bukhara:“Aholitrans” 
4. Jizzak:   “Eco House” 
5. Karshi:  “Qashqadaryo Eco Trans” 
6. Navoi:   “Berejlivost” 
7. Termez: “Bio Texno Eco”  
8. Gulistan: “Guliston maxsustrans” 
9. Urgench: “Urganch Avto Eco Trans”. 
 
The small size of waste-related enterprises (collection, transportation, and disposal) in the sector does 
not allow implementation of complex and large-scale investment projects. In addition to the 
underdeveloped official recycling, informal waste collection practices are widely used.  

 

9.5 Policy developments in the Circular Economy sector 
Recognizing the need for development of the circular economy sector, the Uzbek Government formulated 
development strategies such as the “Green Economy Strategy 2019-2030”, the “Solid Waste Management 
Strategy 2019-2028”, the “Agriculture Development Strategy 2020–2030”, the “Resolution of the 
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President of the Republic of Uzbekistan On Accelerated Measures to Improve Energy Efficiency of 
Economic and Social Sectors”, the “Introduction of Energy-Saving Technologies and the Development of 
Renewable Energy Sources”, and the “Water Sector Development Concept of Uzbekistan for the period 
of 2020-2030”. 
 
These strategies and sector-targeted decrees aim at replacing and modernizing technologies, organizing 
and managing of the sector and shifting to a more efficient and energy-saving economy.  
 
The green economy strategy outlines the transition of the Republic of Uzbekistan to a “green economy” 
for the period of 2019-2030. This Strategy was approved by the Resolution of the President of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan dated 04.10.2019 No. PP-4477. The Resolution declares that activities following the green 
economy strategy should bring the following results by 2030: 
1. Reduction of 10% of emissions of greenhouse gas per unit of GDP compared to the 2010 level 
2. A twofold increase of energy efficiency indicators and a decrease in the carbon intensity of GDP 
3. Further development of renewable energy sources, with coverage of more than 25% of the total 

volume of electricity generation 
4. Increase of the energy efficiency of industrial enterprises by at least 20% 
5. Development of electric vehicles 
6. Introduction of drip irrigation technology into an area up to 1 million hectares and increasing the crops 

yield cultivated on them by 20-40% 
7. Achieving a neutral balance in the degradation of land 
8. Increasing the average productivity of the production of the main types of agricultural food products 

by 20-25% 
 
The priority areas in Uzbekistan’s strategy for transition to a green economy include: 
1. Improvement of energy efficiency in basic sectors of the economy 
2. Diversification of energy consumption and development of the use of renewable energy sources 
3. Adaptation and mitigation of the effects of climate change, increase in the efficiency of natural 

resources and preservation of natural ecosystems 
4. Development of financial and non-financial support mechanisms for the green economy 
 
The strategy has many objectives within several priority areas: 
1. Electricity 

a. Reconstruct and modernise generating capacities of existing power plants with the 
introduction of highly efficient technologies based on combined cycle gas turbine units 

b. Improve main power network configuration and modernise it to increase power system 
stability 

c. Implement organisational and technical measures, including optimising modes, reactive 
power compensation and electricity network schemes 

d. Increase automation of technological processes, reduce electric energy consumption for 
transportation and distribution 

e. Finish equipping power consumption systems with automatic control and metering devices 
2. Thermal energy 

a. Introduce new technologies for generating thermal energy, including cogeneration 
technologies for central boilers and coal-fired steam turbine power units based on ultra-
supercritical steam parameters 
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b. Modernise and reconstruct outdated boiler house equipment 
c. Utilise exhaust gas heat from turbocharger units 
d. Formulate optimal heating network configuration and modernisation 
e. Use modern insulating materials in reconstructing and modernising heating networks 
f. Automate, dispatch, and optimise heat generation and transportation systems, taking the 

number of consumers into account 
g. Equip consumers with modern metering devices 
h. Use solar collectors for heating water in boiler rooms 

3. Oil and gas 
a. Reduce natural gas losses in the production, processing, transportation and distribution 

stages by upgrading compressor stations, low- and medium-pressure gas distribution 
networks, and the gas transportation system with effective technologies for monitoring 
hydrocarbon resource losses (i.e., a supervisory control and data acquisition [SCADA] system) 

b. Introduce modern gas distribution and metering technologies 
c. Reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions during the processing and storage of oil and 

petroleum products 
d. Reduce GHG emissions from the combustion of associated petroleum gases once processes 

for their utilisation and advanced processing have been introduced 
e. Introduce alternative energy sources at oil and gas production facilities 
f. Deploy waste gas heat recovery for power generation 

4. Implementation targets 
a. Reduce specific GHG emissions per unit of GDP by 10% of the 2010 level 
b. Double the energy efficiency indicator and reduce the carbon intensity of GDP’ 
c. Further develop RESs, raising their share in total electricity generation to more than 25% by 

2030 
d. Ensure that the entire population and all economic sectors have access to modern, 

inexpensive and reliable energy supplies 
e. Modernise the infrastructure of industrial enterprises, ensuring their sustainability by raising 

energy efficiency at least 20% and applying clean and environmentally safe technologies and 
industrial processes more widely 

f. Expand the production and use of more energy-efficient and eco-friendly motor fuels and 
motor vehicles, as well as develop electric transport 

 
The Uzbek “Solid Waste Management Strategy for 2019-2028” was approved through a presidential 
decree. The strategy is to be implemented in two stages: 
1. The first stage (2019-2021) prescribes the improvement of the legislative framework and mechanisms 

of economic regulation in the field of solid waste management, the development of the material and 
the technical base and sanitary cleaning infrastructure in order to ensure the effective organization 
of the provision of services for the collection and removal of solid waste as well as to strengthen 
payment discipline and create methodological and informational support for the development of an 
environmental education system in area of solid waste management. 

2. The second stage (2022-2028) foresees the attraction of investments for the development of 
infrastructure for separate waste collection, the optimization of landfills, the construction of transfer 
stations and waste processing facilities, the improvement of cluster activities for integrated waste 
management, and the development of their potential for solid waste processing. 
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Uzbekistan intends to increase the coverage of the population with access to services for the collection 
and removal of solid household waste to 100% and to ensure the processing of at least 60% of the 
generated solid household waste. 
 
The “Agriculture Development Strategy of Republic of Uzbekistan for 2020–2030” was approved through 
the presidential decree No. PP-5853, dated 23.10.2019. The main goal of this strategy is to radically 
improve state policy aimed at increasing the competitiveness of the agri-food sector in line with ongoing 
reforms. The strategy outlines the following priorities: 
1. Development and implementation of the state policy on food safety, ensuring food safety and 

improvement of consumer food rations, as well as the production of food products in the required 
quantity 

2. Creation of a favourable agribusiness climate and value-added agri-production chain, providing for 
the widespread introduction of market principles in the purchase and sale of agricultural products, 
development of quality control infrastructure, export promotion, competitiveness on international 
markets and the production of agri-food products with high added value 

3. Introduction of mechanisms to reduce the role of the state and to increase the investment 
attractiveness of the agri-industry as well as to provide an increase in the flow of private investment 
capital to modernize, diversify and support the stable growth of the agri-food sector 

4. Improving the system for ensuring the rational use of natural resources as well as for environmental 
protection providing for the rational use of land, water resources and forests 

5. Development of modern management systems, providing for the restructuring and further 
development of the public administration in agriculture 

6. Increasing efficiency and a phased redistribution of government spending by developing sectoral 
programs aimed at increasing labour productivity in farms, improving product quality, and creating a 
high added value 

7. Development of science, education and a system of information and consulting services, providing for 
the use of effective forms of dissemination of knowledge and information, integrated with production 
and research as well as educational and consulting services in agriculture 

8. Implementation of programs promoting the balanced and stable development of rural areas 
9. Creation of a transparent system of industry statistics, providing for the introduction of reliable 

methods for collecting, analysing, and disseminating statistical data through the widespread use of 
modern information technologies 

 
The “Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan On Accelerated Measures to Improve 
Energy Efficiency of Economic and Social Sectors, the Introduction of Energy-Saving Technologies and the 
Development of Renewable Energy Sources”, No. PP-4422, dated 22.08.2019, focuses on improving the 
efficiency of electricity consumption by implementing modern mechanisms and standards in construction 
and providing compensation for installing energy-efficient equipment among other measures. In addition, 
the resolution approves a comprehensive (”complex”) program for enhancing the energy efficiency in 
different sectors of the economy and the social sphere, the implementation of energy-saving technologies 
and the development of renewable energy sources in the Republic of Uzbekistan.  
 
The “Water Sector Development Concept of Uzbekistan for the period of 2020-2030” (hereinafter “the 
concept”) was developed pursuant to Presidential Resolutions No. PP-3437, dated 18.12.2017, “On 
Introduction of New Procedures for Formation and Financing of the State Development Programs of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan”, No. PP-3672, dated 17.04.2018, “On Measures to Organize Operations of the 
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Ministry of Water Resources of the Republic of Uzbekistan”, No. UP-4947, dated 07.02.2017, “On Action 
Strategy for Further Development of the Republic of Uzbekistan”, No. UP-5742, dated 17.06.2019, “On 
Measures for Efficient Use of Land and Water Resources in Agriculture”, No. PP-4486, dated 09.10.2019, 
“On Measures for Further Improvements in Water Resources Management System” and the s “Agriculture 
Development Strategy in Uzbekistan for 2020-2030” adopted in accordance with the Presidential Decree 
No. UP-5853, dated 23.10.2019. The concept defines the mid- and long-term goals, objectives and priority 
areas of water sector development in the Republic of Uzbekistan and is the basis for the “Water Resource 
Management and Irrigation Sector Development Strategy” and other programs aimed at furthering the 
development in the water sector. 

 

9.6 The main public players in the Circular Economy Sector 
The State Committee on Ecology and Environmental Protection (SCEEP) is responsible for environmental 
safety and protection. The SCEEP provides state control over the activities of different state and economic 
management bodies, local executive authorities, specialized sanitation organizations in district 
improvement offices and cities, the state unitary enterprises “Toza Hudud” and “Maxsustrans”, as well as 
other legal entities and individuals in order to guarantee compliance with legislation in the fields of: 
1. Waste management, and in particular the organization of an effective system for the collection, 

transportation, recycling, and disposal of household waste 
2. Protection and use of land, mineral resources, water, forests, protected natural areas, flora and fauna 

and the protection of atmospheric air 
3. Ensuring a favourable ecological state of the environment, the protection of ecological systems, 

natural complexes and individual objects and the improvement of the ecological situation 
 

The Uzbek Ministry of Water Resources is responsible for managing and controlling all large-scale 
irrigation systems such as dams, reservoirs, pump stations, etc. It is also responsible for proposing and 
approving new irrigation technologies and methods. The Ministry is closely connected to the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Its main activities include: 
1. Implementation of a unified state policy in the field of water resource management, as well as 

coordinating the activities of state bodies, economic management bodies and other organizations 
active in the field of rational use and protection of water resources and the prevention of misuse and 
pollution of water sources 

2. Ensuring the reliable functioning of irrigation reservoirs, pumping stations and other water 
management and hydraulic engineering structures as well as organizing the protection of large and 
especially important water facilities 

3. Introduction of modern water-saving technologies and best practices in the water sector, using of 
innovative methods of water management and water use system management 

 

The Uzbek Ministry of Energy regulates the production, transmission, distribution and consumption of 
electric and thermal energy, and coal, as well as the extraction, processing, transportation, distribution, 
sale and use of oil, gas and their by-products. The Ministry of Energy is taking active measures to 
implement large-scale projects in renewable energy and has been proactively attracting FDI from private 
international companies since 2019. Currently the Ministry is overseeing a ten-year program to build 
5.000 MW of solar power and 3.000 MW of wind power capacities. FDI investors are currently being 
selected by the Ministry of Energy to implement these projects. Assistance is being provided by 
international institutions such as the World Bank, the ADB and the EBRD. 
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The Agro Industries and Food Security Agency (UZAIFSA) falls under the Ministry of Agriculture. The 
UZAIFSA is a state body mandated to assist in the development, organization and implementation of large 
projects aimed at modernizing the agroindustry, including investment in the field of agriculture and food 
security, as well as the active development of and support for entrepreneurship in the sector. The current 
partners of the agency are the UN International Fund for Agricultural Development, the EU, the ADB, the 
Japan International Cooperation Agency, and the World Bank. 
 
Numerous investment projects are being implemented based on PPP schemes with, among others, 
companies such as: 
4. “Semak Equipments and Technology”- a wholesaler and supplier of waste recycling plants, waste 

sorting lines, equipment for tire recycling, equipment for the disposal of used cars and wastewater 
treatment plants manufactured in Europe, Turkey and China. 

5. “United Trade System” - a supplier of energy efficiency equipment operating in Uzbek market.  
6. “Erler Enerji temizlik” – a joint venture company with Turkey importing waste processing equipment 

and offering recycling and processing services as well. 
7. “Solar Nature” – engaged in the implementation of solar (renewable energy) sources in the territory 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The company has constructed several solar stations and solar water 
heater projects. 
 

9.7 How to enter the market (who are the main Uzbek partners) 
Access to the Uzbek market depending on the product or services is accomplished through: 
1. Tenders of government agencies, IFIs or programs of IOs. 
2. Local partners that can be found through business directories of companies and exhibitions. 
3. The GETCA exhibition which is the only specialized event in green and circular energy sectors in 

Uzbekistan. The exhibition brings together manufacturers and developers of equipment and 
technologies for the collection, sorting, processing and disposal of industrial and consumer waste, as 
well as companies providing a full range of services for environmental monitoring and technologies 
for resource conservation and environmental protection.  

4. International conferences on environment and climate change take place every year in Uzbekistan 
and offer excellent networking opportunities to precisely target relevant budget-holders and 
partners. 
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10 The Infrastructure sector in Uzbekistan 
 

10.1 Introduction 
In the infrastructure sector the following subsectors and technologies were investigated: 
1. Bridges 
2. Mass transit system 
3. Intelligent Traffic systems (ITS)  
4. Airports 
5. Climate Resilient infrastructure  

a. Irrigation 
b. Greening of cities 
c. Heat stress 
d. Dam reinforcement 

 
This chapter reports on these subsectors and technologies as far as they play a relevant role in the 
potential demand of the Uzbek infrastructure sector. 
 
Not all product groups fit exactly in our sectors of focus. In the lists below we have applied a practical 
interpretation of product groups fitting in the sectors of focus. 
 

10.2 Opportunities for Dutch companies 
The main opportunities for Dutch companies in the Uzbek infrastructure sector are in: 
1. Rolling stock such as: 

a. Construction Vehicles       
b. Shovels and excavators 
c. Tractors  
d. Trailers 
e. Delivery trucks 
f. Drilling machine 

2. Lifting equipment, cranes, and forklifts 
3. Parts for rolling stock and lifting equipment 
4. Prefabricated Buildings  
5. Railway Track Fixtures and railway signal, safety & traffic controls systems   
6. Traffic Signals         
7. Surveying Equipment and Instruments 
 
Opportunities for Dutch companies may arise out of road, water, and energy infrastructure projects that 
are financed through grants and loans of IFIs and IOs as well as through private sector participation. 
Additionally, PPPs are expected to play a pivotal role in driving demand for infrastructure related 
equipment and technology the coming years.  
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10.3 Demand in the Uzbek infrastructure sector 
To assess the demand in the Uzbek infrastructure sector we look at the overall Uzbek imports of 
infrastructure goods and we look at the infrastructure goods that Uzbekistan imports from the 
Netherlands.  
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10.3.1 Infrastructure imports overall 
Top 20 imports in total in infrastructure in 2019: 
1. Large Construction Vehicles      94.8  million USD  
2. Shovels and excavators with revolving superstructure   93.3  million USD  
3. Excavation Machinery       18.0  million USD  
4. Other construction Vehicles      13.4  million USD  
5. Prefabricated Buildings       13.0  million USD  
6. Parts of cranes, work-trucks, shovels, construction machines 12.4  million USD  
7. Boring or sinking machinery, etc.                   11.4  million USD  
8. Railway Track Fixtures       8.96  million USD  
9. Cranes         8.48  million USD  
10. Transmissions        7.74  million USD  
11. Electric Locomotives       7.39  million USD  
12. Traffic Signals        5.84  million USD  
13. Electric signal, safety & traffic controls, railway systems  5.83  million USD  
14. Tower cranes        5.76  million USD  
15. Other Locomotives        3.67  million USD  
16. Mobile cranes        2.83  million USD  
17. Surveying Equipment       1.98  million USD  
18. Surveying instruments, etc.       1.96  million USD  
19. Navigation Equipment       1.72  million USD  
20. Lifting Machinery        1.41  million USD  

 
 

Large construction 
vehicles 

$94.8 mln 

Excavation 
machinery 

$18 mln 

Shovels and excavators 
with revolving 
superstructure           

$93.3 mln 

Other construction 
vehicles 

$13.4 mln 

Boring or 
sinking 

machinery, 
self-propelled                

$11.4 mln 

Railway track fixtures  
$8.96 mln 

Parts of cranes, work-
trucks, shovels, 

constructional machine                       
$12.4 mln 

Transmissions 
$7.74 mln 

Cranes          $8.48 
mln 

Prefabricated buildings  
$13 mln 
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10.3.2 Infrastructure imports from the Netherlands to Uzbekistan: 
Infrastructure imports from the Netherlands in 2019: 

1. Tractors (transportation import category)  3.30 million USD 
2. Lifting machinery     1.43 million USD 
3. Trailers       1.25 million USD 
4. Delivery trucks      1.22 million USD 
5. Drilling machine     0.83 million USD 
6. Forklifts      0.39 million USD 
7. Prefabricated buildings     0.29 million USD 
8. Large construction vehicles    0.27 million USD 
9. Excavating machinery     0.084 million USD 
10. Surveying equipment     0.06 million USD  
11. Railway cargo containers    0.025 million USD 
12. Cars       0.022 million USD 
13. Plastic building materials    0.018 million USD 
14. Plastic pipes      0.009 million USD 
15. Rockwool      0.007 million USD 
16. Toolsets      0.004 million USD 
17. Cement       0.003 million USD 
18. Rubber pipes      0.002 million USD 

 
  

Tractors 
(transportation 

import category) 
$3.3 mln 

Trailers 
$1.25 mln 

Lifting machinery 
$1.43 mln 

Delivery trucks 
$1.22 mln 

Prefabricated 
buildings 
$0.29 mln 

Drilling machine 
$0.83 mln 

Forklifts 
$0.39 mln 

Surveying 
equipment 
$0.06 mln 

Large construction 
vehicles $0.27 mln 

Excavating 
machinery 
$0.084 mln 
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10.4 The infrastructure sector in Uzbekistan. Main characteristics 
According to OECD estimates, Uzbekistan spent USD 62.5 billion on various infrastructure projects 
between 2000 and 2018. The large majority (60% or USD 37.5 billion) of these are energy sector projects. 
Out of the 60%, the oil and gas industry accounts for 26%, electricity generation for 24%, oil and gas 
pipeline construction for 6%, and electric power transmission and distribution for 4%. In addition to the 
energy sector projects mentioned above, other infrastructure-related investments include manufacturing 
with 23%, transport with 13%, and water supply and sanitation with 4% (OECD 2019). 
 

10.4.1 Transport infrastructure 
Transport in Uzbekistan is currently undergoing a revolution with significant investment being undertaken 
in all the main transport sectors to modernize and improve environmental performance. As Uzbekistan is 
a double-landlocked country, efficient, land-based transport connections with neighbouring countries are 
of fundamental importance and the current policy is directed at improving national and international 
connectivity.  
 
In terms of passenger transport, road transport is by far the dominant mode with a market share of 98.3% 
in 2018. For freight transport, road transport also dominates with a market share of 88.3% in 2018. 
Passenger aviation is increasing but accounts for only a small share of the total, while waterway transport 
is very minor in terms of both freight and passenger transport. In 2017, transport and storage services 
accounted for 9.4% of GDP. The cost of logistic activities in Uzbekistan is two times higher than in Europe, 
partly because of low efficiency and service quality. Expenditure on the road sector currently accounts for 
1.3% of Uzbekistan’s GDP. 
 

10.4.2 Road transport  
According to data reported by Uzbekistan to the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), in 2016 
there was 42,695 km of road, 98.5% of which was paved. Recent years have seen investment in upgrading 
and renewing the main transit routes, including the following: Tashkent–Osh, Tashkent–Termez, 
Samarkand–Bukhara–Alat, Kungrad–Beyneu, Samarkand–Bukhara–Alat and Guzar–Bukhara–Nukus–
Beyneu. In addition, the reconstruction of the A-380 Guzar–Bukhara–Nukus highway to the border with 
Kazakhstan, financed by the ADB, serves as an important transit corridor between 
Afghanistan/Tajikistan/Turkmenistan on the one side and Kazakhstan/Russian Federation on the other. 
The private sector occupies a leading position in road transport with almost 90% of cargo transportation 
and almost 100% of passenger transportation executed by private carriers. Underlining the dominance of 
this mode of transport: 98% of all cargo and 88% of passengers are transported by road. Nevertheless, 
there are major infrastructure investment gaps.  

 

10.4.3 Railways 
Uzbekistan has invested significantly in the railways in recent years, both in terms of electrification 
projects and the acquisition of new rolling stock. This has started to have a positive effect on the use of 
the network with fast trains between the major cities often being full. It also shows that there is significant 
potential for the use of the railways to grow further.  
 
Uzbekistan has the highest density of railways in the region (13.7 km of lines operated per 1,000 km2, 
compared with around 6 km per 1,000 km2 in Kazakhstan, 4 km per 1,000 km2 in Tajikistan and 2 km per 
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1,000 km2 in Kyrgyzstan). The railways sector is managed by the state enterprise JSC “O’zbekiston temir 
yo’llari” (Uzbekistan Railways), which is the monopoly for the transport of goods and passengers by rail. 
Uzbekistan Railways has direct contracts with 4 freight forwarding organizations and other (freight 
forwarding) companies must work through one of these 4 freight forwarding organizations.  
 
In 2018, the total length of the country’s railways amounted to 7,000 km, of which around 2,700 km were 
electrified. In the same year, 94.79 million tons of cargo were transported on the rail network with a total 
cargo turnover of 22.9 billion tonne/km. In terms of passengers, 2018 saw a total of 22.3 million 
passengers transported on the rail network, an increase of 6.1% compared to the previous year, with a 
registered value of 4.4 billion passenger-km, an increase of 1.3%. Currently, the locomotive fleet is about 
28% electric and 72% diesel powered.  
 
Railways are fundamental to the economic development of the country and in recent years, significant 
investments were made in this area. The State and the national railway company are investing in the 
railways to improve the efficiency of the system and reduce the environmental impact of transport. Major 
tasks and actions to improve the railways include: 

1. The renewal of railway infrastructure  
2. Research into and the introduction of technological advancements 
3. Coordinated development of the infrastructure as well as the legal basis, technical regulations 

and traffic safety 
4. Increased foreign investment 
5. Improved safety 
6. Electrification of more lines 
7. Construction of new lines 
8. Increasing average speeds 
9. The development of key corridors 
10. The further development of high-speed services 
11. Opening up the market for forwarding and other logistics services, including the creation of 

logistics centres 
12. Improving infrastructure and practices at railway border crossings 
13. Improving labour productivity 

 
The national railway company is currently focusing on rolling stock renewal to reduce the average age of 
locomotives, thus increasing their efficiency, and ensuring that the environmental and cost (lower 
maintenance and higher efficiency) benefits of the infrastructure electrification works that have been 
carried out can be maximized. This, in combination with a renewal of locomotive engines, is expected to 
lead to a 15% increase in fuel efficiency and a 30% improvement in environmental performance. The 
electrification of the Karshi–Termez line, which opened in January 2019, led to the switch to the use of 
electric locomotives and enabled a reduction in the consumption of diesel fuel by more than 28,000 
tonnes per year and of CO2 emissions by more than 3.000 tonnes per year.  
 

10.4.4 Aviation 
Currently, domestic aviation is very limited, although the fact that Uzbekistan pursues an “open skies” 
policy (in 2019, the Government introduced the “fifth freedom of the air”, for all major airports) may 
stimulate growth in this area. In addition, the international intermodal logistics centre at Navoiy Airport 
is one of the largest and most technologically advanced air cargo terminals in the Central Asian region. 
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The aviation sector is in the process of reforms to align the national sector with international requirements 
through the separation of the Civil Aviation Authority from the Ministry of Transport. This has been done 
to ensure that policy aspects related to the sector are separated from technical and safety-related aspects. 
In addition, reform has extended to Uzbekistan Airways where it includes the separation of the airline 
from air traffic control and management of the airports. In 2018, approximately 2.6 million passengers 
were transported by air across the country, an 18.7% increase on 2017. In 2018, 8.8 billion passenger-km 
were covered by air, an increase of 17% on 2017 and of over 50% on the 2010 value (5.8 billion passenger-
km). Furthermore, the airline provides maintenance services to more than 300 foreign aircraft annually. 
Eleven airports are currently operational, providing flight services in accordance with international 
standards. Of these, the airports of Tashkent, Bukhara, Samarkand and Urgench have the status of 
international airports. The sector is focused around Tashkent International Airport, with a small role also 
being played by other smaller airports. The majority of air transport is carried out by the national carrier 
Uzbekistan Airways. Recent years have seen the fleet of Uzbekistan Airways modernized with the 
acquisition of four Boeing 787 aircraft, expected to be supplemented by a further purchase in 2021, 
leading to a reduced average age of the fleet and improved environmental performance. This has had a 
positive effect on CO2 and noise emissions from aviation, which have decreased thanks to the use of more 
efficient aircraft. While no specific data on this have been provided, it is known in the sector that the 
Boeing 787 aircraft emits 20–30% less CO2and makes around 60% less noise than the models it replaces. 
 

10.4.5 Urban transport 
Urban transport is handled by local authorities. In Uzbekistan, most passenger transportation is by road 
(98.3% in 2018). The use of public transport remains limited in cities as people continue to prefer to use 
their private cars to commute and move around the urban environment. In urban areas, taxis and 
minibuses are generally widely distributed and used by the local population. This is because, historically, 
public transport was not accessible, networks did not cover key residential areas and the services 
themselves were not attractive. In Tashkent, the Tashkent City Hall oversees and regulates all forms of 
urban public transport, but the operations are carried out by individual companies. In particular, the 
Tashkent Bus Company operates surface public transport services in the city and Tashkent Metro operates 
the metro service. In addition, there are several licensed minibus service providers that account for about 
5% of the urban fleet and provide additional services throughout the city.  
 
The Tashkent City Hall is pushing to improve road safety, transport accessibility and public transport 
services, while discouraging car use as much as possible, through the new urban transport strategy that it 
is in the process of developing with the assistance of a study. This study has been recently commissioned 
with the aim of helping Tashkent City Hall to identify actions that it can take to improve all forms of 
transport in the city, for example through the introduction of priority lanes for public transport, improving 
the interchange and integration between modes and seeking to address the problem of parking. In 
addition, the strategy should ensure that it maximizes the potential of the city in relation to cycling 
infrastructure and other alternative forms of transport.  
 
The Tashkent Bus Company is investing in improving public transport in the city and making it more 
environmentally friendly. It has recently acquired a new fleet of LNG-powered buses, which are more fuel 
efficient and less polluting as well as being more attractive for users. The company also plans to introduce 
electric buses to further improve the environmental performance of the vehicle fleet. The vehicle fleet is 
gradually expanded with buses equipped with climate control.  
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The promotion of public transport is something that is being encouraged in, and extended to, all cities in 
Uzbekistan. Over the past 15 years, the number of destinations covered by public transportation has 
increased by 2347 and reached 4351. Of these, 997 are urban, 2743 are suburban and 611 are intercity 
routes. Tashkent is the only city in Uzbekistan with a metro system; its network is currently 36 km long. 
Tashkent Metro is also investing in expanding its network with the aim of attracting more passengers to 
its services. New lines and line extensions are being opened to serve new areas of the city and areas with 
high population density, accompanied by the acquisition of new metro trains and carriages. Most of the 
electric transport is accounted for by the metro (93.4% of all passengers in 2018), with 5.9% of passengers 
travelling on trams and 0.7% on trolley busses. Electric passenger transport reached 0.48 billion 
passenger-km in 2017 and 0.55 billion passenger-km in 2018. A 14.1% increase in passenger traffic by 
electric transport between 2017 and 2018 was observed, which is mainly due to the growth in passenger 
transportation by metro (which increased by 12.1% on the year).  
 

10.4.6 Greening of cities 
Green areas inside urban and rural settlements occupy, on average, between 0.1 and 2% of the entire 
territory of the settlement. The conditions of public urban green spaces vary according to their 
maintenance status, the different climatic conditions, the status of irrigation networks and the salinity of 
groundwater and soils. In recent years, Uzbekistan’s policy has aimed at increasing the number of trees 
planted in urban areas, with the objective of also creating green belts around major cities. More than 200 
tree species grow in the cities of Uzbekistan, and are represented by both local flora, such as poplar, oak, 
elm, chestnut, juniper, plane, ash, maple, sophora, etc., and imported flora from other countries (e.g. 
Norway maple, tulip tree, evergreen magnolia, paper tree, ginkgo, pine, lime, box, cypress). According to 
SCEEP, in 2018, 160 million bushes and trees were planted all over Uzbekistan. At the city level, greening 
activities are implemented by dedicated departments of the City Halls.  
 
According to local media, the City of Tashkent today has 15,200 ha of green areas, compared with 6,800 
ha in 1990. The “Green Belt Initiative” began in Tashkent in February 2019; oaks, chestnuts, catalpas and 
fruit trees have been planted in different parts of the city. More than 409,000 trees were planted in March 
2019, with the involvement of more than 2,000 volunteers. Fast-growing deciduous and coniferous trees 
adapted to the local climate and resistant to low water will be planted in the future. In Bukhara City, the 
local authorities plan to add 200km of green areas with an average width of 10 km around the city, with 
the support of SCEEP. A careful assessment of the sustainability of the greening activities in urban areas, 
especially in the light of available water resources and climate change adaptation, has not yet been 
conducted in the country. Local vegetation should, in general, be preferred to more aesthetically 
attractive species, to avoid excessive water consumption and to guarantee efficiency in terms of 
maintenance and the total cost of environmental services. 
 
The concept of an urban ecological network, consisting of core areas, corridors and buffer zones, is not 
implemented in Uzbekistan. Green corridors are envisaged only for road management.  
 
In Uzbekistan, unfinished construction projects and empty buildings remain an issue. These buildings are 
not only not used rationally in economic and social terms, but also affect the landscape and aesthetic 
perception of settlements. This problem is especially acute in the provinces where there are a significant 
number of inactive and inefficiently used buildings and unfinished construction objects owned by the 
State or enterprises partly owned by the State, as well as those built by business entities.  
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The construction of rural settlements has an impact on Uzbekistan’s territory. The new settlements are 
built on previously undeveloped land. The only constraint is that the assigned areas are not reserved for 
agriculture, but other landscape considerations are not required for the implementation in the new built-
up areas. At the same time, there are cases in which land reserved for agricultural purposes was occupied 
for new settlements.  
 
The territory of Uzbekistan is classified as an arid zone that is subject to air and soil drought, and therefore 
susceptible to degradation and desertification. The progressive extension of rural settlements and 
cultivated lands has increased soil sensitivity and degradation. Soil remediation and restoration activities 
are not undertaken in the most affected and vulnerable areas. 
 

10.4.7 Climate resilience 
In the last 10 years, 80 meteorological and geophysical events that constitute emergencies were recorded 
in the country; around 64% of these were mudflows, around 33% were landslides and the remainder were 
avalanches. There is no consolidated information about the number of people affected. According to the 
Third National Communication to the UNFCCC, rising climate variability and change is expected to lead to 
an increase in the frequency of extreme and hazardous meteorological and hydrometeorological events. 
The country is and will be increasingly vulnerable to floods, in particular flash floods and mudflows, as 
well as to avalanches, extreme air temperatures and heatwaves, droughts, and dust storms.  
 
Flash floods and mudflows are most common in spring (April to May), but they also occur with destructive 
potential in summer. Long-term observations in Uzbekistan show that the areas in which flash floods and 
mudflows originate most frequently are the lowest slopes of the valleys (river canals, plains, and terraces), 
as well as foothills and low mountain areas. Data provided by Uzhydromet show an average of 30 
mudflows per year during the period 2014–2018 and an increase over the years, with most mudflows 
occurring in the Fergana Valley where the mudflow hazard has a transboundary nature. Floods originating 
in mountain river areas of Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan threaten foothill and lowland areas of Uzbekistan, 
especially the cities of Fergana and Andijan, as well as rural areas in the north-east and south-east of the 
valley. Climate change will increase flash floods and mudflow hazards, primarily because of more intense 
rainfall events and warming in winter.  
 
Flooding poses multiple risks to people’s health, such as heart attacks, trauma, an increase in waterborne 
infectious diseases, and common mental and posttraumatic stress disorders. Damp housing and damage 
to water and sanitation infrastructure can further reinforce the adverse effects on health. People living in 
the countryside face greater risks, owing to deteriorating housing and infrastructure and various 
vulnerabilities. According to information from Uzhydromet over the last five years, Navoiy province has 
the greatest share of households located in mudflow hazard zones (more than 50% of all households), 
followed by Fergana province, albeit to a lesser extent (about 10% of households). Four settlements are 
situated in the mudflow hazard zones in Tashkent province, and the highest share (about 50%) of technical 
facilities are also concentrated in those zones. Appropriate spatial resolution for population estimates and 
characterization of the population at risk, along with the mapping of flood hazards (by category) and flood 
risks, are not available to enable assessments of vulnerability, especially of the population.  
 
Owing to intense precipitation and an increase in temperature in the mountainous areas in March and 
April, snow avalanche hazards occur, which threaten the lives and livelihoods of the population and 
disrupt economic activities. The high-risk areas are located in Tashkent, Namangan, Kashkadarya and 
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Surkhandarya provinces. Despite the general trend towards a decrease in avalanches, the hazard remains 
high during extremely snowy winters, particularly upstream of the Akhangara River.  
 

10.4.7.1 Heat stress 
Climate change in Uzbekistan is being associated with an increase in the number of hot days along with 
an increased number of dust storm events, as well as more warm days in winter, affecting human body 
adaptation. Excess heat represents a serious threat for the entire population, but the elderly and small 
children, and people with pre-existing cardiovascular, respiratory, and renal diseases, diabetes and 
neurological disorders, are more susceptible. Prolonged periods (at least three days) of extremely high air 
temperatures, called heatwaves, directly affect people’s health and an increase in the daily mortality rate 
is the major measurable impact of a heatwave. Urban areas tend to be at greater risk due to the “urban 
heat island” effect. Long-term observations of hot days during the June – August period in Tashkent City 
show considerable variability in the number of days of heatwaves and a steady increase throughout the 
years. An increase in the number of days of heatwaves is observed across the entire country, with the 
highest rates in the Aral Sea area, Fergana Valley and the foothills of the west Tien-Shan mountain range. 
The frequency of heatwaves varies across the country, with high frequency rates in the south and in desert 
areas, where maximum air temperatures are close to 40°C. Air temperature of 40°C and above is a severe 
health hazard, irrespective of its duration; it is an alert/emergency/limit value for occupational health and 
safety regulations. Currently, the average number of days with extreme temperatures (above 40°C) is 5– 
10 days per year for the country and 18–25 days for the desert area and reaches 34 days in the south of 
the country. The available information is rather limited: only the number of days, frequency rates and 
area distribution by district/province are recorded. Thus, it is difficult to draw estimates of the population 
concerned or potentially affected by excess heat. Climate change projections show an increase in the 
number of days of extremely high air temperatures and the frequency, intensity and duration of 
heatwaves and, consequently, an increase in heat-related deaths. Heat-related deaths are largely 
preventable. At the same time, no early warning system (EWS) based on reliable meteorological 
forecasting is in place in the country; if there were one, it would enable a response from the beginning of 
a period of high temperature (the maximum effect on mortality occurs after one or two days). No research 
has been conducted in the country to link long-term weather and climatic observations and health 
indicators to define parameters as a basis for issuing early warnings for health.  

 
The arid continental climate exposes large areas of the country to meteorological drought conditions. 
These have become more frequent as aridity has risen, together with the number of days with above-
average temperatures and below-normal precipitation in the summer and fall seasons, particularly near 
the Aral Sea, due to its desiccation, but also in Navoiy, Bukhara, Kashkadarya and Surkhandarya viloyats. 
The hydrological drought depends upon the availability of water in the upper catchments of the river 
basins and, owing to the high degree of flow regulation, the management of reservoirs and other water 
infrastructure. Hence, it is largely influenced by water management within the country but also on a 
transboundary scale. Hydrological drought has become more prevalent in the last few decades as drought 
years are now recorded in three out of every 10 years. The Amu Darya River basin has experienced more 
frequent hydrological drought with the “depth” of extremely low-water years (i.e., deviation of the mean 
flow in low-water years from the average) having increased by 1.5 times in the last two decades. The 
Republic of Karakalpakstan and Khorezm Viloyat are under constant threat of drought. A high number of 
days with high temperatures (above 35°C) on the background of droughts leads to considerable decrease 
in crop yields, particularly in the south and central areas of the country. An increase in the areas affected 
by drought leads to the degradation of agricultural land, causing surface and groundwater deterioration 
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and pollution of water sources, and a greater risk of food and water shortages and malnutrition of the 
population. Local changes in dietary content and seasonal micronutrient deficiencies were identified in 
relation to droughts in the Republic of Karakalpakstan. Drought reduces the amount of water and worsens 
the conditions for hygiene and food supply in rural areas, which are directly dependent on agricultural 
production. Climate change is expected to heighten exposure to meteorological and hydrological drought, 
particularly during the summer months.  

 
The country has major natural aerosol emission sources, such as the Karakum and Kyzylkum Deserts and 
their frequent dust storms, as well as the Aral Sea region where dust storms are quite a common 
phenomenon, particularly after denudation of a sizeable part of the sea bottom. The average annual 
number of days with dust storms is comparable to those in more remote deserts. The annual course of 
dust storm recurrences reaches a maximum peak in the warm season (April–August). The main 
components of solid suspended particles (aerosols) from these sources are soil and mineral particles. 
Excessive exposure to dust constitutes a major health risk for many parts of the country. In particular, the 
retreat of the Aral Sea has exposed the former seabed to significant winds, which has led to extremely 
high airborne dust deposition rates and, in the Republic of Karakalpakstan, the concentration of total 
suspended particles (TSP) typically exceeds the maximum safe threshold by more than a factor of 2. The 
different composition and origins of those particles, including toxic salts containing pesticides and 
fertilizers from the run-off of the agricultural fields near the Sea, further exacerbate the health risks. 
Inhalation of salt can cause severe throat and lung problems; salt can also poison agricultural products 
and cause chemical damage to buildings. Winds transport sand particles for long distances, extending the 
geographical boundaries affected by this phenomenon, and more than 5.5 million people have become 
increasingly affected by the dust storms. The observed and projected increase in the number of warm 
days and associated dust storms is leading to increased incidence of respiratory disorders in areas prone 
to dust storms. In winter, an increasing number of warm days is affecting the habitual physiological 
patterns of adaptation to abrupt seasonal changes in weather, thus increasing the prevalence of 
respiratory infections, particularly in children. 
 

10.4.8 Infrastructure policy and investments 
Uzbekistan needs increased infrastructure capacity and has been accelerating the implementation of 
various infrastructure projects to modernize and replace outdated and inefficient infrastructure assets 
across the country and to invest into new infrastructure to meet the challenges of urbanization, 
agricultural intensification, and climate change.  
 
The Government of Uzbekistan provides centralized investment through the “Uzbekistan Fund for 
Reconstruction and Development and the Republican Road Fund”. Road, water, and energy infrastructure 
projects are financed through grants and loans of IFIs and IOs as well as through private sector 
participation. Public Private Partnerships (PPP), are expected to play a pivotal role in the coming years. 
The government projects to commence around 40 large and medium infrastructure projects using PPP in 
2021. Investment needs for clean water and sanitation, transport, and ICT, along with the costs to enhance 
climate resilience to be about 4.6 percent of GDP (ESCAP, 2019). 
 
Together with IFIs the Government of Uzbekistan plans to analyse the transport potential of the republic, 
develop a road economy strategy and a master plan for the transport sector. The Government of 
Uzbekistan is finalizing a national transport sector strategy until 2035 to develop an integrated multimodal 
transport system, which aims, among others, to: 



 

Lighthouse Russia BV | Opportunities for Dutch Businesses in Uzbekistan| June 2021  

84 
 

• Position the country to capitalize on international and regional trade 

• Optimize logistics and land transport connections with the hinterland and provide small farmers, 

local industry, and small and medium enterprises (SMEs) with more reliable and cost-effective 

access to domestic and export markets 

• Institute policies to help foster and strengthen competition in and for the transport market 

• Establish governance structures and systems to properly plan, manage, and maintain transport 

assets, supported by independent policy making and sector regulation 

• Plan for prioritizing investments and financing them, including through adequate cost recovery 

and an accelerated transition to market-based financing and management mechanisms such as 

PPPs, and 

• Enhance and encourage the role of the private sector in service delivery combined with 

unbundling of vertically integrated state-owned enterprises 

The Ministry of Transport (MoT) was created by Presidential Decree No. 5647, dated 01.02.2019, “On 
measures to fundamentally improve the public administration system in the field of transport” and 
Resolution of the President No. 4143, dated 01.02.2019, “On the organization of the activities of the 
Ministry of Transport of the Republic Uzbekistan". Previously, separate sectoral state entities and state-
owned enterprises that were almost self-regulating handled transport policy making, planning, and 
operations. Examples of these are the State Committee for Automobile Roads (SCAR), Uzbekistan Railways 
(Uzbekistan Temir Yo’llari, UTY), and National Air Company Uzbekistan Airways (NAK). Establishing a new 
MoT was a considerable step toward improving transport sector governance and moving from fragmented 
unimodal planning to integrated multimodal planning. The MoT has taken over developing transport 
policies and regulating the sector. The reforms in the aviation industry resulted in the unbundling of the 
previously vertically integrated monopoly of the National Air Company Uzbekistan Airways in line with 
international practices. The Ministry of Transport accounts 136 implemented projects in 2020 with total 
value of 6 billion USD from which over 2 million USD was covered through IFI and foreign government 
loans. In the water sector, 196.5 million USD, including 186.5 million USD from IFI and foreign government 
loans were spent on infrastructure projects. Among the major financing institutions are the Islamic 
Development Bank (IsDB), ADB, WB, and the Japan International Cooperation Agency. 
 

10.4.8.1 Relevant Laws and legislation 
Uzbek government’s goals towards infrastructure development are described in several policy 
documents: 
 
Recent institutional reforms created a strong institutional framework for improved coordination between 
the ministries relevant to infrastructure and environment. Strategic documents such as the “Action 
Strategy on Five Priority Directions for the Development of the Republic of Uzbekistan 2017-2021” set 
out a clear vision for Uzbekistan’s development over the next five years, and it includes specific sectoral 
plans in transport, energy, and industry. The strategy has served as a blueprint for reform design and 
implementation and designates several areas, such as governance and transparency through e-
governance, for improvement at all levels and singles out transport, energy, industry, and renewable 
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resource development for special attention as the targeted sectors for investment and technological 
improvement.  
 
The “Strategy of the Investment Policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan until 2025” provides the 
government’s design for improved conditions for investments. There are three goals of this strategy which 
are: investor-friendly legal and policy climate creation (with anti-corruption measures included), domestic 
investment mobilization, and FDI attraction. The government seeks to mobilize domestic re-sources into 
the economy by offering potential investors in priority sectors the opportunity to legalize their resources. 
The current sources of domestic investment are limited, and there is a potential in seeking a larger share.  
 
The “Strategy of the Republic of Uzbekistan for the Transition to a Green Economy” details the incentives 
for investors in energy-related facilities to increase the efficiency of the existing infrastructure, which was 
mostly constructed and developed in the Soviet era and consists of outdated technology. 
 
The “Concept of Development of the Hydropower Industry of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2020-
2024”, adopted in 2019, provides a basis for investments in the modernization of hydropower facilities 
and the construction of new plants. The governmental blueprint promotes investments into small-scale 
hydropower generation dams and facilities because these are regarded by Uzbek hydro-professionals as 
providing more sustainable and less expensive energy generation than large-scale structures. 
 
The Decree of the President of Uzbekistan No.PP-3422, dated 02.12.2017, on “Comprehensive Program 
for improving transport infrastructure and diversifying foreign trade routes for cargo transportation for 
2018 – 2022”. 
 
Decree of the President No. UP-6024 on “Approval of the Water Sector Development Concept of 
Uzbekistan for 2020-2030”.  
 
Presidential Decree No. PD-5883, dated 26.11.2019, “On measures to improve water resources 
management in the Republic of Uzbekistan, to increase the level of drinking water supply and improve 
its quality”, as well as the Presidential Decree No. PP-4536, dated 26.11.2019, “On further improvement 
of the water supply system of the Republic”. 
 
The Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers No. 48, dated 18.01.2019, approved the Concept of 
implementing “Smart city” technologies. One of its tasks is to solve problems related to the engineering 
and communication state of cities, and to update the worn-out and outdated urban infrastructure. Thus, 
the concept provides for the introduction of “smart” systems in various industries, including in the field 
of water supply and sanitation. 
 
The Presidential Decree No. PD-5890, dated 09.12.2019, “On measures of deep reform of the road 
system of the Republic of Uzbekistan”. Active cooperation with foreign investors in this area was also the 
ground for the Presidential Decree No. PD-4035, dated 27.11.2018, “On measures to introduce advanced 
foreign methods of organizing work in the field of construction and operation of highways”. The state 
control body in this sector is the Inspection For Quality Control of Road Construction Works under the 
Ministry of transport of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
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The Presidential Decree No. PD- 4565, dated 10.01.2020, “On measures for the development of social 
and production infrastructure of the Republic of Uzbekistan in 2020-2022”.  
 
The Decree of The Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. 981, dated 11.12.2019, 
“Approval of the regulation on the procedure for water protection and determination of sanitary 
protection zones of water bodies in the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan”. 
 
The Presidential Decree No. PD- 3456, dated 03.01.2018, “Approving of program for construction, 
reconstruction and maintenance of roads, bridges, overpasses and other artificial construction in the 
Republic of Karakalpakstan, regions and Tashkent city in 2018 – 2022”.  
 
The Presidential Decree No. PD-3632, dated 29.03.2018 “Acceleration of the project Construction of a 
modern airport available for civil aviation" on the basis of “Tashkent-Sharqiy” airport ". 
 
There are changes to the legislation that simplify the implementation of infrastructure projects: 

1. From January 2021, a number of licenses and licensing requirements were cancelled (licensing of 
the design, construction, operation and repair of bridges and tunnels; licensing for experts, 
licensing for compliance of products and technologies, etc. 

2. In 2020 requirements for the implementation of state construction control of capital repairs 
(except projects financed from the state budget) were cancelled. 

3. Improved procedures related to examination of project documentation, the procedure and 
frequency of state construction control were introduced.  

4. Introducing technical surveys to ensure that the object meets the requirements of construction 
legislation. Technical surveys are carried out after the completion of the infrastructure project by 
special control inspection agencies under the regional divisions of the Ministry of Construction. 

 

10.5 Stakeholders 

10.5.1 The Ministry of Construction of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
The Ministry is an authorized body of state administration implementing a unified state policy in the field 
of architecture and construction in the Republic of Uzbekistan. The Ministry also coordinates the activity 
of JSC "Uzstroymaterialy" in development of program measures for the in-depth processing of local raw 
materials, in increasing the volume and expanding the range of production of competitive, export-
oriented construction products, as well as in meeting domestic demand for new types of quality building 
materials. From 2018 to today, the Ministry cooperates with international companies such as "Knauf" 
(Germany) and "Heerim & Architectes"(South Korea). The main activities of Ministry include: 
1. Carrying out the uniform state scientific and technical policy in the field of engineering and technical 

research for town-planning and construction, increasing labor productivity, reduction of cost of 
construction and installation works, introduction of energy-efficient and energy-saving innovative 
projects and solutions in construction. 

2. Preparation of proposals on the main directions of state policy in the field of urban planning, 
development of long-term and medium-term state programs for the development of architectural 
and construction activities, participation in the preparation of sectoral and regional programs of socio-
economic development of regions. 

3. Further improvement and updating of the regulatory framework of urban planning and urban 
planning activities, coordination of the development of departmental construction norms and rules, 
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implementation of standardization work in the field of design, construction, production of 
construction materials and products. 
 

10.5.2 The State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan for Roads  
The State Committee for Roads was established to further improve the road management system. Its 
main objectives and activities are: 

1. Conducting a unified technical, investment and foreign economic policy for the development 
and improvement of roads network 

2. Development and implementation of the roads development strategy 
3. Formation of international road transit corridors 
4. Providing a comprehensive solution to issues of financing, designing, construction, repairing and 

maintenance of roads, taking into account the interests of their users in conditions of modern 
traffic flows, as well as organizing effective customer service activities 

5. Coordination of activities on ensuring the safety of the existing network of inter-economic rural 
roads, streets of cities, urban settlements, villages and maintaining them at a high transport-
operational level 

6. Organization of scientific-research works, the introduction of innovative technologies and 
modern standards in the sphere of designing, and the construction and operation of roads 

7. Controlling the observance of urban planning norms and rules, and state quality standards 
during conduction of construction and repair activities on roads, as well as improvement of 
activities of laboratory quality control services 

 

10.5.3 Ministry of Transport of the Republic of Uzbekistan  
The Ministry of Transport is responsible for the development and implementation of the unified state 
policy in the field of the development of automobile, railway, subway, air and river transport, as well as 
road facilities. The Ministry is responsible for state regulation of the activities of organizations in the field 
of transport and the road sector through the adoption of legal acts, the issuance of licenses and permits, 
certification, and the implementation of an effective technical and tariff policy. Decisions of the Ministry, 
adopted within its powers, are binding for local government bodies and local government bodies, other 
organizations and their officials, as well as citizens. The main activities of Ministry include: 
1. Development of proposals and implementation of measures for the development of international 

transport corridors, improvement of the logistics system, efficient use of the country's transport 
potential and minimization of costs of business entities on transport and logistics services 

2. Development of PPPs and increasing the investment attractiveness of the country in the field of 
transport and road facilities 

3. Ensuring the national interests of the Republic of Uzbekistan in the global transport services market 
through the development of international and regional cooperation in the field of transport and road 
facilities 

 

10.5.4 JSC "O'zbekiston Temir Yo'llari"(Uzbekistan railways) 
Joint-stock company «O'zbekiston temir yo'llari» was formed in November 7, 1994 on the basis of the 
former Central Asian railroad located in the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Now the structure of 
the company has been reformed radically. Special attention is paid to privatization and privatization of 
separate areas. The company has some projects demanding investment support and are promising to 
bring significant benefits to the investor at their implementation. JSC “O'zbekiston temir yo'llari” has been 
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a member of the Organization of the Commonwealth of the Railroads (OCR) since 1993. The company has 
close connections with the international Union of Railroads (IUR) and the Economic Commission of the 
UN for the Pacific Rim (ESCAP). JSC “O'zbekiston temir yo'llari” carries out a collaboration with the 
TRASEKA (a transport corridor of Europe-Caucasus-Asia) of the TASIS program of the European 
Commission. The main activities of the company are: 

1. Forwarding and cargo delivery by rail 
2. Repair and maintenance of railway cars 
3. Passenger (and tourist) traffic 
4. Servicing and updating of the locomotive and carriage park 

 

10.5.5 Association "UzpromStroyMaterialy" 
Association "UZPROMSTROYMATERIALY" (the Association of Enterprises of Building Materials Industry of 
Uzbekistan) unites enterprises of the building materials industry on a voluntary basis, as provided by the 
President's decree of February 20, 2019. The main activities of the association include:  
1. Attracting investments, primarily FDI, to create high-tech industries for the production of products 

with high added value and organizing joint ventures with leading profile foreign companies 
2. Supporting manufacturers in expanding the range of quality products, saturating the domestic market 

with import-substituting and competitive domestic building materials and products as well as building 
up the export potential of the industry 

3. Organization of the development of new building materials and technologies as well as, considering 
advanced foreign practices and the raw material potential of the Republic 
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11 The role of International Financial Institutions (IFIs) in Uzbekistan 
 
The track record of the Uzbek government over the past years has caught the attention of IFIs such as the 
WB, EBRD, ADB and IsDB who want to catalyse the reform processes in Uzbekistan and further support 
investments. 

 
There are four major IFIs that have offices in Uzbekistan: the World Bank, the ADB, the EBRD and IsDB. 
IFIs such as the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the European Investment Bank do not have their 
representative offices located in Uzbekistan but are also active in providing loans and implementing 
various projects in Uzbekistan.  
 
The WB and ADB provide public loans to the government and the government is responsible for 
procurement, which must conform to both national laws and the institutions’ procurement frameworks. 
The EBRD gives loans to private companies, utilities, and decentralized governments. The IFC (part of the 
World Bank Group) gives loans to (both domestic and foreign) private sector companies and sometimes 
to utilities. The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a Chinese-led bank and the Netherlands is a 
shareholder. The AIIB often acts as a co-funder for the projects implemented by ADB and other IFIs and is 
not yet engaged in project development or implementation. The UN organizations do their own 
procurement and sometimes even buy services on behalf of the multilateral banks. More can be read 
about the UN organizations in Chapter 12. 
 
The Netherlands is a shareholder or member state to all multilateral banks and international organizations 
in this chapter, except for the IsDB. The Netherlands government, through the Team International 
Organizations (TIO) at the Netherlands Enterprise Agency, provides tailor-made assistance and advice to 
Dutch companies interested in pursuing supplies to projects funded by these banks and IOs. These services 
are available for providers of goods, services and works alike. This enables Dutch companies to benefit 
from the contacts and clout that come with being a shareholder, but even more so the benefits of 
understanding the priorities and processes that come with working with these banks. This in turn helps to 
position solutions well in advance and to be proactive with regards to upcoming opportunities. The team 
also provides assistance to Dutch companies seeking multilateral loans for private investments in 
Uzbekistan.  
 

11.1 World Bank (WB) 
The WB is positive in its assessment of the reforms in 2019 to increase trade and investment, strengthen 
the financial sector and increase formal jobs in the economy. The World Bank’s Country Partnership 
Framework (2016-2020) included core diagnostics work, such as systematic country diagnostics, public 
expenditure reviews, and poverty reduction assessments. The World Bank contributes to the 
Government’s strategies in agriculture, transport, and energy. It also engages in technical assistance 
activities supporting reforms in the infrastructure sector, tax policy and administration, the banking 
sector, trade facilitation, poverty reduction, and citizen engagement. Recently, the World Bank launched 
a Systematic Country Diagnostic for Uzbekistan to inform the preparation of a new Country Partnership 
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Framework (CPF) for 2022–26. It is being implemented to support the government’s reform agenda in the 
following priority areas: 

1. Sustainable transformation to a market economy.  
2. Reform of state institutions and citizen engagement. 
3. Investments in human capital, focusing on the development of the health and education sector. 

 
As of October 1, 2020, these priority areas are supported by the World Bank through 23 projects and 
financing at the amount of 4.44 billion USD. Most projects are related to agriculture, urban development, 
water supply and better water resource management, energy supply, the transport system and the 
medical services system and education. A specific focus is placed on sustainability and critical 
infrastructure.  
 

11.1.1 The World Bank and the healthcare sector 
In response to the global COVID-19 pandemic, and at the request of the Uzbekistan Government, the 
World Bank, in close coordination with other development partners, has provided emergency financing 
totalling 295 million USD to help Uzbekistan cope with the immediate health, social, economic, and 
budgetary implications of the crisis. These involve strengthening access to health services, disease 
surveillance, and public-private cooperation to reduce the economic impact. 
 
The World Bank committed 100 million USD to the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) project. The project 
is in active status and its duration will last for the period 2018-2024. The development objective of this 
project is to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of the EMS system. 

 

11.1.2 The World Bank and the circular economy sector 
The World Bank focuses its operations on improving the water supply and sanitation services in the 
country by: 

1. Expanding coverage in underserved, low-income areas. 
2. Upgrading distribution networks. 
3. Modernization of water treatment. 
4. Reduction of water loss in the system.  
5. Wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal. 
6. Increased energy efficiency and utilities performance.  

This will result in significant productivity gains at the household level, by freeing time, reducing the 
incidence of water borne diseases, and avoiding costs associated with the current situation of scarce 
service delivery. 
 
The Syrdarya Water Supply Project (2011-2019), was designed to focus on water supply infrastructure 
improvement, quality and sustainability of public water supply services in selected districts of the Syrdarya 
region of Uzbekistan. The total budget of the project was 100 million USD and WB financed 88 million 
USD.  
 
The WB, in coalition with other IFIs and IOs, plans to strengthen the green economic recovery after the 
COVID pandemic and support the government in the promotion of alternative energy and the 
management of solid waste. 
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11.1.3 The World Bank and the infrastructure sector 
The WB supports the integrated and efficient delivery of local services and infrastructure, affordable 
housing, replacement/upgrading of aging infrastructure and the creation of a liveable urban environment.  

 
The Pap-Angren Railway Project of Uzbekistan has the objective to reduce transport costs and to increase 
transport capacity and reliability through the construction of a rail link between the Uzbek part of the 
Ferghana Valley and the rest of Uzbekistan. The duration of the project was 2015-2020 and the total 
project cost amounted to 1633.75 million USD of which the WB committed 195 million.  

 

11.2 Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
The key objective of ADB’s country partnership strategy (CPS), 2019–2023 for Uzbekistan and the ADB’s 
Strategy 2030 operational priorities is to support the country’s move toward a vibrant and inclusive 
market economy, including a transformation of the state’s role in the economy. The ADB is to assist in this 
transition by providing policy advice, investments, and capacity development in three strategic areas:  

1. Supporting private sector development. 
2. Reducing economic and social disparities.  
3. Promoting regional cooperation and integration (RCI).  

 
The ADB supports projects that support social and economic development. In total as of 31 December 
2019, the Bank supported 221 projects totalling 8.67 billion USD.  
 
The ADB supports the rehabilitation, construction, and modernization of infrastructure in the energy, 
agriculture, transport, and utilities sectors that contribute to Uzbekistan’s climate resilience and low-
carbon development objectives. As a leading development partner in the country’s energy sector, the ADB 
will provide financing for a wide spectrum of energy infrastructure, covering electricity generation 
(including from renewable sources such as hydropower), transmission, and distribution, as well as gas 
transmission. The ADB will provide critical investments for the rehabilitation of roads and the 
electrification and modernization of railways, leading to an efficient, user-friendly, and reliable transport 
system, related with its CPS 2019-2023.  
 
In 2020 Dutch businesses have won for a total of 22.3 million USD of tenders with the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB). An additional 126 million USD of Dutch products and services were supplied to the Bank 
through international – non Dutch - companies. Especially consulting in the areas of water, agriculture, 
urban resilience and climate adaptation is in high demand. 
 
Under its current Country Partnership Strategy (2019-2023) for Uzbekistan, the ADB supports the 
government’s long-term objectives to create rewarding, well-paid jobs and improve the quality of 
people’s lives. The bank will promote rural development and improve access to finance for SMEs, 
particularly those owned or led by women. It also supports the livestock, horticulture, and irrigation 
sectors, while promoting regional power trade within the Central Asian Power System and regional 
connectivity with other countries of the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC). Through 
PPPs, the ADB helps to create a more conducive environment for private enterprise in Uzbekistan. The 
ADB also assists key state-owned companies to improve their financial management and governance. 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/asian-development-bank/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/asian-development-bank/
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11.2.1 The ADB and the healthcare sector 
Through Primary Health Care Improvement Project (2017-2021), the ADB has provided 45 million USD to 
establish and equip 793 family health clinics in rural areas. In April 2020, Uzbekistan’s Government 
requested emergency assistance from the ADB to upgrade and expand the national laboratory and 
surveillance system and to provide budgetary support. In response, the ADB developed a comprehensive 
assistance package to increase Uzbekistan's resilience to the COVID-19 pandemic and future public health 
emergencies. The ADB provided grant resources of about 1.6 million USD under regional technical 
assistance for the procurement of medical supplies such as oxygen respirators and personal protective 
equipment. The ADB also mobilized 19.5 million USD from the Primary Health Care Improvement Project 
to purchase ventilators to support treatment of COVID-19 patients. On 25 June 2020, the ADB approved 
a 500 million USD loan from ADB's ordinary capital resources for the COVID-19 Active Response and 
Expenditure Support (CARES) Program. The program aims to support the Government's immediate efforts 
to mitigate the adverse impacts of COVID-19 on the population's health, incomes, and economic 
opportunities, and to support macroeconomic stability. On 30 July 2020, the ADB approved a 100 million 
USD loan to finance the 200 million USD COVID-19 Emergency Response Project, which was co-financed 
by the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) with a 100 million USD loan. Based on the needs of the 
health sector in Uzbekistan and in line with the government’s new health strategy for 2019-2023, the ADB 
will work toward reducing maternal and child mortality, and the rural–urban disparities in the quality of 
health care provision as well as assist in the development of an e-health system, aimed at integrating 
different levels of health care and increasing its efficiency. The ADB’s activities will complement the work 
of other development partners in the sector. 
 

11.2.2 The ADB and the circular economy sector 
As a leading development partner in the country’s energy sector, the ADB will provide financing for a wide 
spectrum of energy infrastructure, covering electricity generation (including from RES such as 
hydropower), transmission, and distribution, as well as gas transmission.  
 
The Navoi Solar Power Project is an approved project which consists of a 100-MW grid-connected solar 
power plant in the Navoi District LLC Nur Navoi Solar (NNS) is the borrower of the loan and will build, own, 
and operate the project. Abu Dhabi-based Masdar, a global leader in renewable energy and sustainable 
urban development, is the sponsor of NNS. The project Power Purchase Agreement was signed with JSC 
National Electric Grid of Uzbekistan in 2019. 

 
The Northwest Region Power Transmission Line Project (2015-2021), has a total budget cost of 250 million 
USD out of which 150 million USD is funded by the ADB. This project aims to help the national electricity 
company improve its financial sustainability by installing advanced metering systems. 

 
Under the “Water Supply and Sanitation Services Investment Program” (2011-2018), over 4,800 
households were connected to a reliable water supply and 170,000 people received access to quality 
sewage services. The ADB is currently working to provide safe water to 388,000 inhabitants in 116 rural 
settlements across Karakalpakstan, expand the sewerage system in Djizzak city, and construct a new 
potable water treatment plant in Tashkent province. Under a new loan approved in 2019, the ADB will 
help expand water supply for over 220,000 people in the Yangiyul and Chinaz districts of Tashkent 
province.  
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The ADB will support modern irrigation facilities and agro-logistic centres to increase agricultural 
productivity and the efficient use of resources as well as deepen agricultural value chain links. The ADB 
operations aim to improve the country’s energy security and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
increasing energy efficiency and promoting renewable energy. 

 

11.2.3 The ADB and the infrastructure sector 
In the field of transport, most ADB projects relate to railways and roads. These include projects of the 
CAREC Transport Strategy 2030 to enhance connectivity and sustainability. The ADB is financing 1.2 billion 
USD for road and 100 million USD for railway projects along the CAREC Corridors 2 and 6, and supported 
the reconstruction a highway between Guzar and Daut-ata on the border of CAREC Corridor 2. The ADB 
also helped rehabilitate the Tashkent–Samarkand and Samarkand–Bukhara–Khodjadavlet railway lines, 
modernize the Karshi depot, electrify the Marakand–Karshi railway and provided 80 million USD for 145.1 
kilometres of the Pap–Namangan Andijan track. In 2019, the ADB improved Uzbekistan’s railway fleet with 
24 additional electric locomotives that provide cleaner and more reliable passenger and freight services. 

 
The ADB envisions to provide about 1 billion USD per year during the years 2019–2023 to support the 
rehabilitation, construction, and modernization of infrastructure in energy, agriculture, transport, and 
utilities that contribute to Uzbekistan’s climate resilience and low-carbon development objectives. The 
ADB will provide critical investments for the rehabilitation of roads and the electrification and 
modernization of railways, leading to an efficient, user-friendly, and reliable transport system. ADB 
infrastructure investments will be climate-resilient and use advanced technology and management 
methods. 
 

11.3 The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 
The new approach of the current Uzbek authorities has allowed the EBRD to re-engage in the country, 
open a new Resident Office in Tashkent and prepare a new country strategy. The new EBRD country 
strategy 2018-2023 for Uzbekistan recognises the need to strengthen the country’s democratic 
institutions, expand the role of civil society, provide greater freedom to mass media and promote 
women’s entrepreneurship. The Bank will also continue monitoring progress on the eradication of forced 
and child labour in sectors such as the cotton growing industry. The country strategy identifies the 
following operational and strategic priorities for the EBRD’s work in Uzbekistan: 

1. Enhancement of competitiveness by strengthening the role of the private sector in the economy. 
2. Promotion of green energy and resource solutions across sectors. 
3. Support increased regional and international cooperation and integration. 

These priorities mean that the EBRD will invest in RES (mainly wind)) and energy efficiency, the banking 
sector and infrastructure (toll roads). 

 
EBRD projects in Uzbekistan total 93 and cumulative EBRD investment amount to 2.4 billion USD as of 31 
January 2021. In 2019, the EBRD supported 13 public and private projects in the field of municipal and 
environmental infrastructure, agribusiness, and energy. Most of the cooperation can be found in industry, 
commerce and agribusiness, energy, and financial institutions. Typically, the EBRD finances investments 
in private sector companies, utilities, and decentral governments. 
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11.3.1 The EBRD and the healthcare sector 
In 2020, EBRD provided 2.8 million USD worth of senior secured loans to finance the acquisition of a third 
production line for the manufacturing of single-use medical gloves by JV Healthline LLC. The project 
responded to the increased demand for medical personal protective equipment (PPE) due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Healthline has been a client of the EBRD since November 2019. The initial project involved 
the establishment of a medical glove production facility with two production lines to which the EBRD 
provided debt financing of 9.2 million USD. To respond to the increased demand for PPE, Healthline 
decided to install a third production line under the project to further increase the production capacity. 
 

11.3.2 The EBRD and the circular economy sector 
The EBRD aims to finance energy and resource efficient modernisation of municipal infrastructure 
services, including water, wastewater and solid waste. It supports investments in energy and resource 
efficiency, environmental remediation and climate change mitigation in the public, private and 
commercial sectors, including in extractive industries and buildings. To increase the use of renewable 
energy, EBRD seeks opportunities to finance renewable energy investments in solar, wind and 
hydropower. 

 
The “Talimarjan Power Project” involves the construction of an additional 900 MW Combined Cycle Gas 
Turbine (CCGT) in the Southern Kashkadarya region of Uzbekistan. This project was signed in 2018 and 
has a total budget of over 1 billion USD out of which 240 million USD is being financed by the EBRD.  
 

11.3.3 The EBRD and the infrastructure sector 
According to the strategy for 2018-2023, the EBRD focuses on opportunities to upgrade transport 
infrastructure to enhance regional connectivity, including investments to rehabilitate and maintain main 
road corridors, upgrade the railway network (including rolling stock), and to improve airports and related 
infrastructure.  
 
The “Horezm Wastewater Project”- involves the provision of a sovereign loan of up to 90 million USD to 
the Republic of Uzbekistan for the benefit of the “Horezm Suvokova” State Unitary Enterprise to finance 
the rehabilitation of Horezm Viloyat's wastewater infrastructure. The total project budget amounts to 108 
million USD.  

 

11.4 The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 
The AIIB is a relatively new multilateral bank, established in 2016, headquartered in Shanghai. The 
Netherlands is one of the founding member states. Relatively often, the AIIB is not involved in project 
development and chooses to act as a co-financier to other multilateral banks. The draft 2020-2022 
program of the AIIB in Uzbekistan includes the implementation of investment projects on housing and 
communal services, road construction, energy, affordable housing, and private sector development in the 
infrastructure sector amounting to more than 2.4 billion USD. The program involves projects such as: 

1. The modernization of the infrastructure of the Republic of Karakalpakstan, and the Bukhara and 
Khorezm regions. 

2. The co-funding of the program for overall development of medium cities supported by the World 
Bank. 

3. The co-funding of electrification of the 'Bukhara-Urgench-Khiva' railroad supported by the ADB.. 
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The AIIB has a total of 9 projects in Uzbekistan including the projects above.  
 

11.4.1 The AIIB and the healthcare sector 
The Healthcare Emergency Response Project aims to strengthen the public health emergency response 
and preparedness in Uzbekistan through upgrading national laboratories, developing surveillance 
systems, and building case management capacity to address the on-going COVID-19 pandemic as well as 
to enhance the country’s resilience and preparedness to cope with future public health disasters. The AIIB 
approved funding of 100 million USD for this project in 2020. 
 

11.4.2 The AIIB and the circular economy sector 
The Bukhara Region Water Supply and Sewerage (BRWSSP) project’s objective is to provide access to 
safely managed water and sanitation services in the Bukhara Region and strengthen the operational 
performance of the water utility of the Bukhara Region. The AIIB approved funding of 385.1 million USD 
for this project in 2020. The project includes three components: 

1. Investment in water supply infrastructure. 
2. Investment in sewage infrastructure. 
3. Project implementation and management support. 

 

11.4.3 The AIIB and the infrastructure sector 
The AIIB provided 82 million USD for the Rural Infrastructure and Agriculture Development project (2019-
2024). This project’s objectives are to:  

1. Improve the quality of basic infrastructure and services. 
2. Strengthen participatory local governance processes in targeted rural villages. 

 
For the Bukhara Road Network Improvement Project (Phase 1), the AIIB approved financing of 165.5 
million USD in 2020. The project’s objective is to improve 78kms major international cross-border roads 
in Bukhara and road networks in the Karakalpakstan and Khorezm regions by applying modern technical 
and contractual management methods for road rehabilitation and maintenance aimed at increasing road 
efficiency, safety, and climate-resilience. 
 

11.5 The European Investment Bank (EIB) 
The EIB is a multilateral financial institution focused on climate finance. Uzbekistan is eligible under the 
EIB’s Climate Action & Environment Facility (CAEF) for investment grade projects aiming specifically to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions (through for instance renewable energy, energy efficiency, carbon 
capture, transportation, or storage) as well as projects contributing substantially to security of the EU 
energy supply. The EIB provides framework loans for the public sector of Uzbekistan, which are flexible 
and can finance an investment program consisting of smaller projects with pre-defined objectives, aligned 
with one or more priorities of the EIB. The EIB intends to accelerate projects aimed at supporting 
Uzbekistan's healthcare system and increasing the potential of the private sector as well as developing 
core infrastructure in regions of the Republic. Additionally, the EIB plans to implement a number of 
projects on urban heating in Nukus and waste management in Tashkent, and to support the UN Multi-
Partner Human Security Trust Fund for the Aral Sea region. 
Focused on the support of the fundamental strength of business entities and preservation of jobs under 
pandemic conditions, top officials of the Bank plan to send additional resources through the allocation of 
new credit lines to commercial banks of the Republic. 
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11.5.1 The EIB and the healthcare sector 
The EIB provided 50 million EUR to support the national health system and opened 96.8 million USD worth 
of credit lines to Uzbek banks to finance local producers, exporters and SMEs in 2020. 
 

11.5.2 The EIB and the circular economy sector 
The Uzbekistan Water Framework Loan (2018) supports improvements in water supply as well as 
wastewater collection and treatment in Uzbekistan. EIB financing amounts to 121 million USD out of the 
total budget of 350 million USD.  
 
The Uzbekistan Solar IPP project approved in December 2020 is a EIB loan promoted through the 
intermediary private company Total Eren SA to develop a 100 MW solar photovoltaic (PV) plant located 
in Samarkand region. The total investment of the EIB is 43 million USD with co-funding of 42.65 million 
USD from the EBRD and a total project cost estimated as 104.23 million USD. 
 

11.6 The Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) 
Uzbekistan and the IsDB signed a Partnership Strategy for 2018-2021, which provides for the allocation 
of a 1.3 billion USD credit line. According to the IsDB, the credit line will be used as follows:  

1. 475 million USD for energy, transport, and urban development projects. 
2. 300 million USD for rural housing projects. 
3. 140 million USD for other social projects. 
4. 85 million USD for SMEs. 

 

11.6.1 The IsDB and the health care sector 
The IsDB will provide 80 million USD in financing for the implementation of the second phase of the 
improvement system of medical services for patients with cancer by equipping clinics with modern 
medical equipment. This project was approved in 2020 and will improve the diagnostic of cancer diseases 
at the early stages, and generally improve the quality of patient treatment: more than 1.8 million women 
will be able to have diagnostic screening, and 150,000 cancer patients will receive quality medical care. 
The IsDB had already provided 37 million USD for the first phase of the project.  

 

11.6.2 The IsDB and the infrastructure sector 
The first project in the infrastructure sector, worth 200 million USD, provides the modernization of a 
number of infrastructure and social facilities in the Republic of Karakalpakstan, as well as the Khorezm, 
Bukhara and Navoi regions. The project includes the construction and re-engineering of 1.161 km of water 
supply systems, 626 km of access and internal roads, 1.154 km of low-voltage power lines, 693 km of 
irrigation and drainage networks, 155 of educational and medical facilities and more than 100 other 
facilities. This project will improve the living conditions of more than 710,000 people, as well as have a 
significant positive impact on the sustainable development of these regions. 
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12 The role of International Organizations (IOs) in Uzbekistan 
 

12.1 United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
UNDP assistance in Uzbekistan, through its current Country Programme Document Uzbekistan (CPD) 
2021-2025, focuses on two interlinked objectives. These objectives aim to support the Government 
in advancing economic and democratic reforms, and to strengthen and foster the participation of civil 
society in development processes at the national and local level. UNDP is working to improve economic 
governance in Uzbekistan, while working with civil society and the private sector to generate employment 
opportunities, improve rural livelihoods, introduce micro-finance and business advisory services, facilitate 
cross-learning, encourage entrepreneurship and stay committed to building the resilience of communities 
affected by the Aral Sea disaster. UNDP works in partnership with the Government of Uzbekistan and 
associated ministries, as well as a number of national NGOs and civil society organizations. UNDP’s work 
in Uzbekistan includes four flagship programmatic priorities: 

1. Effective governance and justice for all 
2. Policy coherence and financing for sustainable development 
3. Inclusive growth 
4. Sustainable, climate-responsible and resilient development 

 

12.1.1 UNDP and the healthcare sector 
UNDP in Uzbekistan is amplifying and disseminating science-based communications about the COVID-19 
pandemic and services available to mitigate and contain it—including outreach to sight- and hearing-
impaired people. The UNDP has also initiated a rapid community response and an early recovery package, 
targeting the most vulnerable groups. This includes helping communities devise recovery plans, providing 
basic services and access to finance, and facilitating digital solutions to ensure the continuity of business 
and services. 

 
UNDP has also equipped and trained 2,000 community health volunteers to share information in 10 
districts in the north-western autonomous region of Karakalpakstan, procured PPE and disinfectants for 
more than 30,000 people in remote regions, supplied 200 infrared thermometers to the Agency for Public 
Services, helped plan 10 new wells for clean drinking water, and provided disinfectants to five regions in 
Karakalpakstan. 

 
Another UNDP project will produce some 20,000 face masks to be distributed in Karakalpakstan at no 
charge, while also having helped launch a Business Clinic Programme nationwide that provides free legal 
and business advisory services to small and medium businesses (SMEs) affected by COVID-19 as well as 
distance learning initiatives on entrepreneurship in four Karakalpakstan districts. Online skills 
development courses are helping meet the needs of workers who lost their jobs due to the lockdown. 

 
UNDP has separately launched a project aimed at ensuring the safe disposal of PPE in Uzbekistan in 2020. 
This includes installing disposal containers at 32 large grocery stores and 150 collection stations in the 
most densely populated areas of the capital, Tashkent, and producing and disseminating public 
information on best practices to halt the spread of COVID-19. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VvgvML5K35yZydE-6BbOiLCcrJbu8OOO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VvgvML5K35yZydE-6BbOiLCcrJbu8OOO/view?usp=sharing
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12.1.2 UNDP and the circular economy sector 
UNDP has also worked to address environmental issues in Uzbekistan, while advocating for efficient 
energy use. UNDP has played a major role in developing Uzbekistan’s National Water Code, representing 
an important shift from a fragmented to a comprehensive approach to water management. 

 
“Sustainable management of water resources in rural areas in Uzbekistan: Technical Capacity Building 
(Component 2)” is one of the active projects of UNDP that started in 2016 and will be completed by April 
2021. The budget of the project is 6 million USD. The project is designed to strengthen the technical 
capacities of water management organisations at basin, water user associations and farm levels, and 
institutions responsible for providing trainings. 
 

12.1.3 UNDP and the infrastructure sector 
An active project of UNDP is “Promoting green urban development in Tashkent through accelerating 
investments in low emission infrastructure (PPG)”, which runs during the period 2019-2021. The project 
budget is 120,000 USD. This project aims to accelerate the adoption of electric vehicles in the city of 
Tashkent that can be replicated in other cities in the Republic of Uzbekistan, in order to significantly 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the transport sector and improve the urban environmental quality. 
 

12.2 The European Union (EU) 
The EU provides annual financial assistance to Uzbekistan, primarily aimed at promoting economic 
development. The EU provides bilateral aid and offers regional cooperation programs that support various 
sectors and social projects such as: border management reform, the fight against drug trafficking, energy 
efficiency and RES, and regional cooperation in areas such as the rule of law, environmental protection 
and education. The main focus of EU in Uzbekistan is on: 

1. Poverty reduction and wealth creation in rural communities 
2. Improvement of quality of life, living standards and food security of people residing in isolated or 

sparsely populated areas 
3. Protection of natural resources 

Recent and ongoing EU projects in Uzbekistan have focused on the rule of law and criminal justice reform, 
social services — in particular, mother and child health and inclusive education — rural development, civil 
society and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). 

 
Over the period 2014-2020, the EU’s financial aid to Uzbekistan amounted to 203 million USD, a 124% 
increase over the 2007-2013 period. Under the Multi-Annual Indicative Programme, the EU development 
assistance for Uzbekistan between 2014 and 2020 has concentrated on rural development. This rural 
development goes beyond the traditional focus on agriculture as it supports income- and employment-
generating investments in village infrastructure, local cooperatives, family farms and micro and small-
sized enterprises. Rural development interventions may also include sustainable energy, improvement of 
water, sanitation and irrigation systems in rural areas and measures to increase resilience to climate 
change and natural or man-made disasters. 
 

12.2.1 The EU and the healthcare sector 
In the “Team Europe” package adopted on 11 April 2020, 43.5 million USD of support is earmarked for 
Uzbekistan. This includes:  
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1. 2.6 million USD to address the immediate COVID-19 crisis through support of the WHO’s Strategic 
Preparedness and Response Plan (SPRP). 

2. Repurposing a 6 million USD contribution to the Aral Sea Trust Fund towards the COVID-19 
response. 

3. 1.2 million USD support in the area of hospital waste management, in partnership with the Agence 
Française de Développement.  

4. 25.4 million USD of budget support under the agriculture programme will be brought forward to 
assist with post-COVID-19 economic recovery. This package includes 4.8 million USD support for 
vulnerable farmers in the area of horticulture, 2.2 million USD under the Public Administration 
Reform Programme, which the EU implements together with UNDP, towards COVID-19 response 
needs, and up to 1.2 million USD in support of civil society organisations. 

 

12.2.2 The EU and the circular economy sector  
The European Union plans to enhance the support to a green recovery by putting green growth at the 
centre of the next EU cooperation programme for the period of 2021-2027. Renewable energy, a 
sustainable agri-food sector and green investments will be among the key themes constituting the 
program. 
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13 Dutch businesses in Uzbekistan 
 
There are around 54 Dutch companies active in Uzbekistan with different levels of involvement (visiting, 
participating in trade shows or trade missions, investigating the market, discussing partnerships, export 
sales to Uzbekistan, pre-project discussions, project implementation and established business in 
Uzbekistan).  
 
We identified the companies that were mentioned in online media. The number of 54 companies does 
not include all Dutch companies exporting their products or their services to Uzbekistan.  
 
The 54 companies listed below are not limited to Health, Circular Economy, or Infrastructure sectors that 
are relevant for the report. Among them are companies that have finished or have ongoing projects in 
Uzbekistan. There are also some companies that expressed their interest or planning to offer their services 
or participate in future projects. 
 
In the annexes you will find an Excel file with more information about these 54 companies. The file is 
useful for getting an overview of Dutch business activities or interests in the Uzbek market, to review their 
project activities and learn about their local partners. The 54 Dutch companies mentioned can also serve 
as contact points for sharing experiences or as first entry points to the Uzbek market and business 
networks. 
 

1. Abbot Biologicals B.V.  
2. Agriterra  
3. Ante BV  
4. Antea Group  
5. Ballast Nedam  
6. Beccan Davila Urbanismo  
7. Bilancia  
8. Bilfinger Tebodin CIS B.V.  
9. Bilthoven Biologicals B.V.  
10. BV Chemie Pharmacie Holland (BV CPH)  
11. Certhon  
12. Delfland-Asia  
13. Deltares  
14. Dynniq  
15. Elsevier  
16. Famar  
17. Financierings-Maatschappij voor Ontwikkelingslanden N.V.  
18. Flight Simulation Company BV  
19. Fruit Development International BV  
20. Geerlofs  
21. Halal Correct Certification B.V.  
22. Holland Food Ventures  
23. Indorama Holdings BV  
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24. ING  
25. Intecsea B.V  
26. Katwijk Chemie B.V.  
27. Kiremko  
28. Koninklijke Philips N.V.  
29. Kubo  
30. Lely  
31. Ligthart Bloembollen V.O.F.  
32. LT Textile Cooperatief UA  
33. Lumidea Engineering  
34. Mantel Holland BV  
35. Medochemie  
36. Metallurgical Technology and Engineering BV  
37. NACO  
38. NL Honorary-Consul Tashkent - Hugo Minderhoud  
39. Ofichem B.V.  
40. Ottevanger Milling Engineers bv  
41. Rosetta-Group  
42. Royal Haskoning  
43. Signify  
44. Spectator Video Technology 
45. StoneCityEnergy  
46. Stroomi B.V.  
47. The Lighthouse Group  
48. TST-Agro  
49. Tummers Food Processing Solutions  
50. VegHands  
51. VEON Ltd.  
52. Veteffect  
53. Wageningen University & Research  
54. Witteveen + Bos  
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14 Business development suggestions 
 
The recent Uzbek reforms and the increased interest of IFIs and IOs in Uzbekistan had a positive effect on 
the Uzbek economy in general and in particular, on the healthcare, circular economy, and infrastructure 
sectors. 
 
The Uzbek market can be divided in two: the market of public tenders and the commercial market. 
 

14.1 The market of public tenders 
How to operate on the market of public tenders is described in detail in Chapter 15 – “Tender processes”. 
 
Nevertheless, from a business development point of view it is helpful to pay attention to the following 
points.  
 
1. When you find out about a tender at the moment the tender is announced, you are most likely to be 

too late to participate.  
a. This means that you are advised to use your network among relevant Uzbek stakeholders 

with the aim to become aware of potentially interesting projects at the moment of their 
conception and not at the, much later, moment when tenders are announced for the 
procurement of specific goods and services. 

b. When meeting with state organizations of IFIs/IOs it is helpful to have been in prior 
contact with the end-user or final recipient or client during the stage of the design and 
compilation of technical enquiry. 

2. The deadlines for most tenders are 40 days, or often less from the date of announcement of the 
tender. 

a. These short tender deadlines are an additional reason why you need to be aware of the 
upcoming tenders as early as possible. 

3. Your offer will be assessed on technical compatibility. 
4. The choice between competing bids is made based on an auction system.  

a. This means that the lowest bidder wins. 
5. As part of the tender requirements, you may be asked to provide a bid security. 
6. Payment terms tend to gravitate towards post-payment. 
7. Tender bids should be in Uzbek and Russian language. 

a. This means you will need to have an Uzbek partner or employ native speakers in Russian 
or Uzbek. 

8. Tender bids can be provided in hard copies and rarely electronically.  
9. Only Uzbek legal entities can participate in the locally announced auctions and register in the 

electronic platform. 
a. This means you will need to have an Uzbek partner or establish your own legal entity in 

Uzbekistan. 
10. Electronic tenders take place through an electronic envelope via a registered account on the state 

tender websites.  
a. For electronic bids you will need to receive an electronic signature from the Uzbek Tax 

Office. 
11. The main state tender websites are:  
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a. www.xarid.uz 
b. www.tender.mf.uz  

 

14.2 The commercial market 
Uzbekistan is a pleasant country to visit for tourism as well as for business purposes. Uzbek 
businesspeople and officials are generally warmly welcoming foreign businesspeople. This is partly due to 
the Uzbek culture of hospitality but also because the Uzbek economy is still to a substantial extent 
dependent on foreign technologies and expertise. The Uzbek market is a nascent market and in your 
business development activities on the Uzbek market you will still be one of the “early moving” pioneers.  
 
At the same time, the Uzbek market is untransparent and it will take considerable time and effort to obtain 
a realistic understanding of the market. The market is very price-sensitive, and you will face strong 
competition from Chinese, Russian, South Korean, Turkish, Kazakh, and German competitors. 
 
The challenges of the Uzbek market can be partly overcome by effective networking and creating positive 
personal relationships. An important part of networking takes place among the Dutch companies that 
already have some experience on the Uzbek market. You can find the list of these Dutch companies in the 
Annexes.  
 

 
 
It is important to identify your value proposition, meaning the niche where the strength of your 
proposition meets the needs of your Uzbek client but does not overlap the strength of the proposition of 
your competitors.  
 
Uzbeks are tough negotiators and negotiations with Uzbek clients may take time and are largely focused 
on price. Only when you have a unique value proposition will your Uzbek clients be ready to pay the 
initially quoted price. 

http://www.xarid.uz/
http://www.tender.mf.uz/
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A good way to start business development is to visit a tradeshow or exhibition as these are the most 
effective and generally accepted platforms for networking. Finding a local partner is crucial because there 
are very few reliable open sources of information, and you will need local input in your market 
investigations. A local partner is also important in helping you identify and define your value proposition. 
 

 
 
As the business development phase may be lengthy and time-consuming you will do wisely to make a 
realistic business development strategy. This will help you understand the budget you will need to spend 
on business development. 
 
Exporting to Uzbekistan is “exporting for advanced exporters”. This means that if you have not exported 
to anywhere outside of the EU before, then probably Uzbekistan is not the best place to start.  
 
As personal relations are crucial in Uzbekistan and polite, respectful behavior is the norm it is important 
to approach the Uzbek market with the right attitude and mindset consisting of: 
1. A positive mindset 
2. Enthusiasm for the market, the country, its people, and the culture 
3. Communicability 
4. Curiosity  
5. Flexibility 
6. And patience 
 
You can find some of the exhibitions most relevant to the health, circular economy and infrastructure 
sector in the Excel file annexes. 
 



 

Lighthouse Russia BV | Opportunities for Dutch Businesses in Uzbekistan| June 2021  

105 
 

 
 
 

  



 

Lighthouse Russia BV | Opportunities for Dutch Businesses in Uzbekistan| June 2021  

106 
 

 

15 Tender processes 
 

15.1 Introduction  
In this chapter on tender processes, we describe the procedure for two types of procurement: regular 
public procurement and public procurement in projects funded by IFIs. The latter is (in most cases) also 
the responsibility of the implementing authorities within the Uzbek government, but this procurement 
has to conform with both Uzbek legislation and IFI guidelines. In this report we do not deal with private 
procurement and procurement by the UN organizations as that falls outside of the scope of this report. 
This chapter references the laws and by-laws of the Republic of Uzbekistan, describes the bidding 
procedures of IFIs and draws information from interviews and experiences of tender participants and 
organizers. 
  

• Section 1.2 describes the law on public procurement and the ensuing public procurement practices. 

• Section 1.3 described the procurement processes that are specifically related to procurement by IFIs. 
It is based on the standard bidding processes and manuals for procurement of goods, works and non-
consulting services from three important IFIs active in Uzbekistan: the ADB, the WB and the EBRD.  

• Section 1.4 describes the do's and don'ts & tips and tricks for participating in tenders in Uzbekistan.  
 

15.2 Public (state) procurement  

15.2.1 The Law on Public Procurement 
The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan No.ZRU-472, dated 09.04.18, "On public procurement” is the 
primary document for all tenders organized on the territory of Republic of Uzbekistan. The law applies to 
procurement related to: 
1. State development projects 
2. Activities of state and public entities 
3. Projects initiated at the expense of budget funds 
4. Projects based on other specific local and foreign grants, provided under official agreements between 

Uzbekistan and the IFI and IO donor countries  
5. Projects initiated at the expense of foreign loans, which are attracted under the guarantee of the 

Republic of Uzbekistan 
 
Implementing authorities, responsible for procurement of IFI funded projects, make sure that their 
tenders and procedures conform both to the national procurement laws and to the procurement 
frameworks of the IFIs. 
 
The government is considering to further improve the law "On public procurement". The following 
changes are currently under consideration by the Parliament: 
1. Creating convenience and wide opportunities for participants in public procurement 
2. Reducing the timeframe for procurement procedures 
3. Publishing the exact dates and duration of placing of procurement schedules by the state or corporate 

bid organizers on a special digital information portal 
 
The Law defines two State procurement entities: budget and corporate customers. 
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1. Budget customers are: 
a. Government agencies 
b. Budgetary organizations 
c. Recipients of budgetary funds allocated for the procurement procedures 
d. State Trust Funds 

2. Corporate customers: 
a. State owned enterprises 
b. Legal entities with a state share in the charter fund (equity capital) of 50 percent or more 
c. Legal entities with 50 percent in the charter fund (equity capital) or more belonging to the 

legal entity with a state share of 50 percent or more 
 

15.2.2 Public procurement practices 
There are 4 types of procurement modes described in the order numbered below:  
1. Digital store  
2. Auction 
3. Competition 
4. Tender 

 
To participate in an auction or in a digital store, foreign bidders need a local Uzbek partner because local 
presence is required. Competitions and tenders are commonly used for large procurements and as 
participation of both local and foreign bidders is assumed, do not require local presence.  
 
1. Digital (electronic) store 

The Digital store is a platform in the Special Information Portal for public procurement of consumer 
and other goods (works, services) that do not require specific evaluation. The online procurement 
application should be submitted via the online platform: http://eshop.uzex.uz in accordance with the 
following criteria and conditions: 

a. An offer should contain information about the technical characteristics and price for offered 
goods or services 

b. The timeframe for procurement procedures is 48 hours 
c. The winner is determined automatically 

2. Auction 
The auction is a competitive method of public procurement whereby the only criterion for selecting a 
bidder is the price. The auction is conducted in the Special Information Portal by means of a step-by-
step reduction of the starting price. Online applications should be submitted via the platform: 
www.xarid.mf.uz. Only goods (no services) are sold at auctions. The criteria and conditions are as 
follows: 

a. Price criteria stipulate that the cost of goods under one contract should not exceed 2500 USD 
for state budget procurers (calculated from the basic rated value equalling to current 
minimum wage in the Republic of Uzbekistan), and 5000 USD for corporate and private 
companies (calculated from the base value). 

b. Participants send their price proposals for the purchase through the website. The offer price 
must be lower than the starting price. 

c. The timeframe for procurement procedures is at least 10 days. 
d. The winner is determined automatically. 

3. Competition (Competitive bidding) 

http://eshop.uzex.uz/
http://www.xarid.mf.uz/


 

Lighthouse Russia BV | Opportunities for Dutch Businesses in Uzbekistan| June 2021  

108 
 

Competitive bidding is a method of selecting a contractor using a competitive public procurement 
procedure in one stage. 

a. The winner is the bidder who has offered the best overall terms and conditions for the 
performance of the contract. 

b. The competition is a one-stage procedure in which technical and price offers are made public 
and evaluated in one step. 

c. The procurement announcements issued by public and corporate bid organizers are published 
in the digital platforms: www.xarid.uz or www.tender.mf.uz.  

d. The announcements contain information about the technical characteristics and price for the 
goods or services to be procured. The announcement is placed for a period of 30 days. 

e. The timeframe for the procurement procedures is from 30 days up to 60 days. 
f. The winner is the one who gives the best offer complying with the terms of references of the 

procured goods or services. 
g. A bid bond or a bid security is not required. 
h. Procurement from a Single supplier without a tender may be allowed in the following cases: 

i. Public procurement of technically complex goods (works, services) that do not have 
any alternative on the market, and which can only be procured from a single supplier 

ii. Public Procurement on the basis of Decrees, Resolutions and Orders of the President 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan and Resolutions of the Cabinet of Ministers of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan 

iii. Public procurement of goods (works, services) from a natural monopoly 
iv. Need for works or services that can be performed or provided only by public 

authorities and public administration in accordance with their mandate or by their 
subordinated state institutions and organizations 

v. Public procurement of goods (works, services) under the tariffs established by the 
Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

vi. The Authorized Agency in collaboration with the Cabinet of Ministers of Republic of 
Uzbekistan may establish other cases for procurement from the Single Supplier 

i.  After publishing the review and evaluation minutes, any bidder has the right to send a 
request to the State Bid organizer for clarifications of the competitive bidding results. The 
State Procurer shall send the respective clarifications to the bidder within three business days 
from the date of receiving such a request. 

j. Based on the competitive bidding results, a contract shall be signed on terms and conditions 
specified in the bidding documents and bid proposal submitted by the bidder 

4. Tender  
The tender is a method of selecting the contractor using a competitive public procurement procedure 
in two stages. 

a. The winner is the bidder who has offered the best terms and conditions for the performance 
of the contract 

b. The tender assumes a two-stage procurement procedure and requires a bid bond  
c. The application documents should include qualification documents, technical and price offers 
d. The first stage weighs the technical compatibility and then allows for price proposals whereby 

an auction system is used 
e. The bid bond affirms that the bidder has the required funds necessary to carry out the project 

and guarantees the irrevocability of the bid. Bids without a guarantee of their irrevocability 

http://www.xarid.uz/
http://www.tender.mf.uz/
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are not considered. A bid bond should be provided as part of the qualification documents and 
should be included in the outer envelope in any of the following forms: 

i. A deposit of at least 1% of the value for each lot into the bid organizer's current 
account. Bank transfer evidence should be included in the qualification documents. 
Foreign participants can make a cash deposit to the account of the Bid organizer in 
US dollars, in Euros or in Russian Rubles. 

ii. A bank guarantee. The evidence should be included in the package with the 
qualification documents. 

f. The Bid bond should be valid for the whole period of the bidding process and is returned in 
following cases: 

i. In case of not winning the tender, the Bid bond should be returned to the Bidder in 
10 business days.  

ii. In case of winning the tender, the Bid bond is returned to the winning Bidder in 10 
business days after the full execution of contract terms on supplying procured goods 
or services. 

iii. In case of a cancellation of the tender the bid bond is returned. 
g. The outer envelope of the tender proposal should contain two inner envelopes with the 

technical part and the price part, respectively. Each of the envelopes (outer and inner) should 
be sealed and stamped. Participants submit their proposals in two copies – the original and a 
copy. Envelopes should be marked accordingly: “original” or “copy 

h. The technical part includes: 
i. Subject of the procurement 

ii. Field of application 
iii. Operation conditions 
iv. Specifications 
v. Reliability parameters 

vi. Storage requirements 
vii. Environmental requirements 

viii. Warranty period 
i. Price section  

i. Unit price 
ii. Quantity of goods 

iii. Terms of delivery 
iv. Bid bond 

j. The language of the tender announcement and instructions is either Uzbek or Russian. The 
language of the bids is usually Russian or Uzbek.  

k. The timeframe from the day of the tender announcement till the application of bid proposals 
is usually very short and amounts to 10 or 20 days. In practice, many companies cannot meet 
these deadlines and ask for an extension of the deadline (maximum 10 more days can be 
provided). From the tender proposal submission deadline till the opening of the bid it takes 
around 1-3 days. 

l. The tender will take place only when at least 3 bidders send their bid proposals to the tender 
organizers. 

m. After the public opening of the bids, it takes from 1 week up to 4 weeks or more to announce 
the winner. The bid organizers often announce additional tenders due to the absence of 3 
participating companies for the procured lots or due to high price offers.  
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n. According to the Law on Procurement, the bid organizer (for example, state agencies, 
budgetary organizations, state enterprises, corporate entities with a government stake of 
50% or more) assembles the tender commission, made up of an odd number of members (at 
least 7 people). Depending on procured goods/services, the composition and number of the 
commission members may vary. Mandatory are the representatives of: the Ministry of 
Investment and Foreign Trade, the design institute "UzEngineering" under the Cabinet of 
Ministers. The authorized government body of procurement processes is the Ministry of 
Finance of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The bid organizer set the cost criterion that determines 
the cost of public procurement, which is presented in local currency Soum for local 
procurement and in US Dollars or Euros for international tenders. 

o. The tender commission evaluates the bidders based on their qualifications, technical 
compatibility, and price. The decision on the winner is taken by a majority vote in the 
commission. Decisions on the results and the assessment of the bids are recorded in minutes. 
The summaries of these minutes are published on the tender portal within three working days 
from the date of the final decision. After the publication of the minutes, bidders have the right 
to send a request to the tender organizer for clarification of the results. The tender organizer 
is obliged to provide clarifications within three working days. 

p. The winner of the tender is given one day to accept the contract. Prior to such acceptance, he 
has the right to cancel the tender at any time with the publication of justified reasons. The 
payment for state entities is made only after the goods are shipped to the final destination 
and shipment documents are presented with the stamp of the Customs office. The state 
agencies and the winning company may agree to tie up the contract with a letter of credit 
that will secure the payments from the buyer through the banking networks, however such 
securitization entails additional expenses. The winning bid can only be accepted if: 

i. The State purchase is not cancelled 
ii. The bidder who sent the winning bid is not disqualified 

iii. There are no violations of the tender procedure 
iv. An agreement is concluded within ten days after the announcement of the winner. 

 

15.3 Procurement by IFIs  
Implementing authorities, responsible for procurement of IFI-funded projects, and the IFIs have to make 
sure that their tenders and procedures conform both to the national procurement laws and to the 
procurement frameworks of the IFIs themselves. The IFIs usually harmonize their bidding procedures with 
local tender legislation and may have specific additional requirements or documentation supplied for 
various sectors, or types of procured goods or services. International procurements by IFIs are announced 
through their websites and the websites of local collaborating ministries and funding recipient 
organizations. These announcements are often posted in the Uzbek or Russian language. If the 
procurement is organized by the IFI itself, which is rare outside of the consultancy domain, the procedure 
of submitting the documents would be online through their special procurement management systems. 
IFIs post their procurement announcements and specific tender application procedures on their own 
websites. 
 
In case of a project financed by a loan or a grant provided to the Government, authorized local agencies 
or fund recipient institutions organize the procurement process and are monitored by IFI representatives 
(especially when the projects are big or of strategic importance). Pre-qualification of contractors may take 
place for some specific or strategic procurements (for example construction of irrigation infrastructure). 
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Such pre-qualification process is focused on qualification, experience, and capability of the tenderers to 
implement the resulting contracts satisfactorily. The goal of the pre-qualification is to minimise the risk of 
non-performance under the proposed contract.  
 

15.3.1 IFI procurement practices 
Bid organizers use either one envelope or double envelope procedures. 
1. Single stage one envelope bidding procedure  

a. This means that bidders submit bids in one envelope containing both the technical bid and 
the price bid. 

2. Single stage two envelope bidding procedure 
a. This means that bidders submit two sealed envelopes simultaneously. One envelope 

containing the technical bid and another envelope containing the price bid. Both envelopes 
must be enclosed in an outer single envelope.  

Initially prequalification documents and technical envelopes are considered by the tender committees 
and only if they are qualified, the price envelopes are opened. 
 
Bidders may bid for one or several contracts. In the case of several contracts, they are called multiple 
contracts. With multiple contacts, goods or services are grouped in different contracts (lots/slices), and 
applicants may be invited to prequalify for each specific contract separately. The Bid organizer will 
evaluate and compare bids on the basis of a lot, a specific combination of lots, or as a total of lots. Often 
the aim is to arrive at the combination of lots with the lowest cost for the bid organizer by taking into 
account the discounts offered by bidders in case of being awarded multiple contracts. The evaluation will 
also include an assessment of the bidder’s capacity to meet the aggregated qualifying requirements. 
 
Commonly used bidding documents and procedures include: 
1. The common contents of Bidding Document (ADB’s example): 

PART I Bidding Procedures 
Section 1 - Instructions to Bidders (ITB) 
Section 2 - Bid Data Sheet (BDS) 
Section 3 - Evaluation and Qualification Criteria (EQC) 
Section 4 - Bidding Forms (BDF) 
The common bidding forms include: 

1. Letter of Bid 
2. Bid Security/Bid-Security Declaration 
3. Affiliate Company Guarantee 
4. Bill of Quantities 
5. Financial Situations (availability of financial resources, compliance with 

financial requirements) 
6. Technical proposal (personnel, equipment, schedules) 
7. Bidder’s Qualification (historical financial performance turnover) 

Section 5 - Eligible Countries (ELC) 
PART II Requirements 

Section 6 - Employer’s Requirements (ERQ) 
PART III Conditions of Contract and Contract Forms 

Section 7 - General Conditions of Contract (GCC) 
Section 8 - Particular Conditions of Contract (PCC) 
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Section 9 - Contract Forms (COF) 
2. The bidder’s designated representative is invited to attend a pre-bid meeting. The bidder is requested 

to submit any questions in writing, to reach the bid organizer not later than 1 week before the 
meeting. Nonattendance at the pre-bid meeting will not be a cause for disqualification of a bidder, 
however, it is advisable that at least one authorised representative of the bidder attends the pre-
bidding meeting. 

3. The bidders are offered to review the contract (clauses vary depending on IFI/IO and the specific 
sector requirements) to be awarded to the winner of the bid. 

4. Bid organizer’s requirements (specifications, drawings, works to be procured, other requirements 
depending on the sector and subsectors).  

5. The bidding documents should be prepared in the English language, if not otherwise specified in the 
bid requirements. Bidders are permitted to submit alternative specifications or technical solutions for 
specified goods or parts of works offered. 

6. The terms EXW, CIP, and other similar terms shall be governed by the rules prescribed in the current 
edition of INCOTERMS and as mentioned in the bidding documents 

7. A non-refundable fee for bid participation may be required for some of the international bids. Usual 
size of the fee may vary from 50-150 US dollars. 

8. Unless otherwise specified in the bidding requirements, the bidder shall furnish as part of its Bid, in 
original form, either a bid-securing declaration or a bid security. Bid security can be presented in the 
following forms: 

a. An unconditional bank guarantee 
b. An irrevocable letter of credit 
c. A cashier’s or certified check 
d. SWIFT message in the form of MT760 

9. Bidders may always submit their bids by mail or by hand. Electronic submissions may be practiced 
when the procurement is organized by the IFI itself, otherwise the submission process should follow 
the public (state) procurement procedure. 

10. The bid commission opens the bid proposals immediately after the deadline for bid submission in the 
presence of the bidders’ representatives who choose to attend. 

11. When comparing bids, domestic preference may be applied as stipulated in the bidding document. 
a. By granting domestic preference, it is assumed that local benefits incurred by awarding a 

contract to a local firm outweigh the potential for higher financial costs to the executing 
agency compared to a situation where the contract was awarded to a foreign firm. 

12. The main evaluation and qualification criteria:  
a. Adequacy of technical proposal 
b. Completion time (delivery, services provided, deviations in payments schedules) 
c. Specialist subcontractors/producers 
d. Domestic preference 
e. If a Bidder submits several successful (lowest evaluated, substantially responsive to the 

bidding documents) bids, the evaluation will also include an assessment of the bidder’s 
capacity to meet the following aggregated requirements as presented in the bid 

i. Average annual turnover 
ii. Financial resources 

iii. Equipment to be allocated 
iv. Personnel to be filled 
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v. Registration certificates of goods for use in the bid organizer’s country (in case of the 
healthcare sector). 
 

15.4 Tender Do's and Don'ts & Tips and Tricks 
Prior knowledge of the project, stakeholders and end-users is helpful during the tender proposal 
preparation, as very often the procurers (end-users) are not aware of the goods or new technologies and 
providing information, knowledge and solutions ahead of time is important.  
 
It is also advisable to do in-depth desk research using online resources. Based on online search results, by 
10 January 2021 there were 49 websites with procurement announcements and search engines relevant 
to study subsectors. Including 12 international and local commercial, 13 international IFIs and IOs 
websites, 20 local Uzbek state and public websites with separate procurement pages and 4 websites of 
local Uzbek corporate companies.  
 
Many procurement initiatives are either based on the funding lines of the IFIs and IOs, or based on decrees 
of the Government on development of specific sectors, areas, or public research institutions. Knowledge 
on funding lines (issuance of grants, loans) and special decrees for specific sector developments and 
projects can become an opportunity to advertise and offer goods and services as the solutions to the 
needs and requirements of end-users.  
 
Team International Organizations (TIO) at RVO (Netherlands Enterprise Agency) provides assistance and 
advice to Dutch companies interested pursuing supplies to projects funded by IOs and multilateral banks 
(also when procurement goes through local authorities). Projects may be large, or may include packages 
or divided into separate parts (lots) for goods, works or services. The design and approval processes of 
multilaterally funded projects often take a quite long time and are largely predictable and standardized. 
This enables the Netherlands government/TIO to use its position as a shareholder to the benefit of the 
companies and help them to: 

1. to use this time wisely 
2. to position their solution with the clients of the banks 
3. to understand the procedures, and 
4. to know the relevant networks (relevant for major IFIs, except IsDB, and for EU and UN) 

 
You can find out about tenders by: 
1. Consulting the official websites for state-related tenders are www.xarid.uz, and www.tender.mf.uz 
2. Investigating the larger project that the tender is a part of 
3. Keeping track of IFI and IO projects 
4. Checking out the latest decrees on the theme/subsector/products 
5. Making a request to the organizing authority of the bid or the procurer 
 
There are no special requirements to the participants (bidders) of tenders apart from the following: 
1. The state and corporate bid organizers usually apply post payment or letter of credit schemes. 

International suppliers prefer using letter of credit schemes for securing their contracts and timely 
payments.  

2. Price preferences for domestic products. Some IFIs may also have preferences on procuring goods 
and services from local providers and contractors. Preferences for domestic procurement may be 
related to: local business development goals of IFIs and the Government; special decrees that 

http://www.xarid.uz/
http://www.tender.mf.uz/
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stipulate such preferences or the local service provisions, which are more accessible or affordable 
(apart from the lower price of the offer).  

3. In public tenders, the commission may estimate additional or future costs of maintenance or trainings 
or possible issues with spare parts and transportation and may compare between those companies 
that can provide these services for a lower cost and more quickly in the future.  

4. For the auction and the digital store, the participants should be locally registered as Uzbek legal 
entities. 

5. Only legal entities registered in Uzbekistan can participate in the digital bids where the bid proposals 
can be sent online. 

6. There are direct bans on foreign products when the procurement is limited only to local 
producers/suppliers or announced in the local currency.  

7. Because of protectionist policies and consequent high import duties locally produced goods often 
have a competitive price advantage over their imported equivalents. 

8. There might be bans on the country of where the applicant company is registered in offshore zones 
or countries. The tender announcement and the documentation with rules for application outline 
such restrictions and current legislations should be verified in doubtful cases. 

 
The most effective way to participate in tenders is to have a local partner that can represent your company 
in Uzbekistan. It is crucial that your Uzbek partner has relevant experience with tenders and understands 
the specifics of the procurement process in Uzbekistan. Your partner should be able to prepare hard 
copies of the tender documents and accurately submit them. Your partner should also be able to 
represent the bid offer during the meeting with the commission (the presence of an authorized bid offer 
representative may be necessary in some cases).  
 
You can refer to the Excel table in Annex 11 - Tender Announcement Webpages and Search Engines - for 
more detailed information on where to find the latest tender announcements. This list provides the 
procurement websites of IFIs, Ministries and Agencies, as well as specialized search engines that allow to 
search for the latest tenders available in Uzbekistan.  
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16 Import procedures 
 
Imports into the Republic of Uzbekistan are carried out based on an import contract and an invoice of the 
importer. Delivery conditions are based on INCOTERMS 2010. For most of the state and corporate agency 
procurements, the delivery is settled as CIP Tashkent (destination airport or railway) or DAP (delivered at 
place). Customs clearance may be performed by the Buyer with the support of the Seller providing all 
necessary documentation.  
 
In case of equipment, the production year and confirmation that it is new should be indicated. 
 
The delivery days are usually set as 60 up to 100 days, in case of consolidated shipments. 
 
Payment conditions can include: advance full payment (private companies), partial payment (private 
companies, public, state organizations), post payments or letter of credit (public, state organizations). The 
state companies and corporate enterprises can make only post payments, meaning only when the goods 
arrive to Uzbekistan and invoices are stamped by the customs, which proves that the goods arrived 
according to the delivery terms.  
 
Payments to foreign entities are made either in US dollars or in Euros.  
 
Under the contract, the buyers of equipment usually ask technical documentation for the goods in Russian 
or English language. 
 
In case of non or late delivery the penalty is set as 0,5% of the total value of goods for each day of the 
delay but not more than 45% of the value of goods to be delivered. 
 
In case of non-correspondence of the technical conditions or quality the buyer may charge the seller up 
to 20% of the total value of goods. 
 
State and corporate companies ask for quality guarantees of at least for 2 years. 
 
Arbitration: disputes are usually indicated to be settled at the Economic Court of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan.  
 
Import contracts are concluded in English and Uzbek/Russian languages with Uzbek/Russian language 
considered as reference for any disputes. 
 
Import contracts need to be registered. According to the Resolution No. 605, dated 02.08.2018, "On 
further improvement of the procedure for customs declaration of goods in electronic form”, electronic 
application of customs declarations has been established through a Unified Automated Information 
System of the State Customs Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The platform is provided by 
servicing banks (treasuries) and connects the company, bank, customs office and other agencies. 
Contracts for import operations in foreign currency should be registered in the Unified Electronic 
Information System for Foreign Trade Operations. Each contract is assigned a specific number, which can 
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be followed by the bank and customs. Applications for the registration of import contracts takes three 
days for processing by the bank. There are no restrictions on payments in local or foreign currency 
(however, conversion of bigger amounts from UZS to a foreign currency may take 3-5 days). The buyer’s 
bank makes payment transfers when the contract and all documents required by the law are present. The 
buyer’s bank will allow to transfer the payments according to the contract after the documented proof 
(certified by the customs authorities) of goods arriving to Uzbekistan.  
 
The registration of an import contract for a value equal or less than 50,000 USD, is done within 5 working 
days after its submission at the Uzbek Ministry for Exterior Economic Relations. For a value greater than 
50,000 USD, the registration is made within 10 working days after its declaration. For an import contract 
that has been appraised and depending on the quantity and quality of the delivery as well as the price 
level, registration should be carried out within 2 working days from the time of submission of the 
documents, except if prior authorization is required. After a final positive decision, the contract is 
registered in the official register according to the type of the contract.  
 
The following documents are required when exporting to Uzbekistan: 
1. Invoice 
2. Packing list 
3. Certificate of origin: required for any good imported to Uzbekistan. Without this certificate, the import 

fees will double or triple. 
 
Pre-shipment inspection 
On 24 March in 2018, President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev signed a resolution “On measures to 
further liberalize foreign trade and improve the efficiency of trade operations”. The document was 
adopted in order to further liberalize foreign trade, create equal and favourable conditions for broad 
participation of business entities in foreign economic activity, as well as eliminate unnecessary barriers in 
conducting trade operations including: 

i. The pre-shipment inspection of goods to be imported into Uzbekistan, is carried out 
on a voluntary basis 

ii. Inspection bodies, accredited in line with international standards, have right to 
provide the inspection services 

iii. Payment for the services of inspection bodies, including for conduct of a pre-shipment 
inspection, is carried out on their accounts, opened with commercial banks in the 
territory of Uzbekistan 

 
Uzbekistan does not require mandatory insurance for imported goods into the Republic of Uzbekistan, it 
is carried out on a voluntary basis. Agreements concluded under conditions of a letter of credit may 
include required insurance of goods, usually 110% of the total contract amount. 
 
The documents presented for customs clearance include: 

a. Cargo customs declaration 
b. Shipping documents, excluding the packing list 
c. Certificate of origin of goods (at the request of the interested person and in cases where its 

need is provided for by international treaties of the Republic of Uzbekistan) 
d. Payment of customs fee and any fees related to warehousing by the customs authorities 
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Upon the arrival in Tashkent, you may seek for assistance of a Customs Broker or a firm who can help to 
clear the goods. There are many individuals and firms offering such services in Uzbekistan and contacting 
them before exporting is recommended.  
 
Depending on the HS code (TNVED kod (ТНВЭД код) in Russian), the clearance of goods may require 
additional specific certificates that can be obtained in Uzbekistan. If goods require at least one of any 
certificates, the goods are sent to Mode 70 (Customs warehouse). 
 
Usually, healthcare equipment and pharmaceuticals fall into the customs warehouse regime and must be 
registered with the Pharm Committee and receive a certificate from the standardization, metrology and 
certification agencies of Uzbekistan. After registration and receipt of the certificate, the product goes into 
mode 40 (Free Circulation). The Free Circulation regime signifies that the goods are released for use on 
the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan, subject to the payment of customs duties and compliance with 
economic policy measures. If the goods do not require any certificate, then they immediately go into free 
circulation regime.  
Such regulations are in accordance with the resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan No. 197 , dated 20.07.2015"On approval of the list of documents submitted to the bodies of 
the State Customs Service in the implementation of export-import operations", and customs clearance of 
goods imported under the customs regime "Release for free circulation (import)". However, before any 
importing decisions, one should check for additional decrees on special lists of goods and services that are 
restricted for imports.  
 
At the request of a participant in foreign economic activity, all the necessary documents for customs 
clearance, including documents from authorized bodies, can be submitted on paper. 
 
When goods arrive at customs, they are placed in a temporary warehouse of customs. In case the goods 
need additional certificates, they are kept under the temporary, conditional regime (mode 70) and can be 
transferred to commercial or private warehouses of the companies, monitored by the customs office. 
Customs warehouses in Tashkent are in short supply and opening a new customs warehouse is a 
significant challenge.  
 
Data on quantity and prices of goods released for free circulation under the import contracts shall be 
handed over by customs authorities via information systems. 
 
 
 
  



 

Lighthouse Russia BV | Opportunities for Dutch Businesses in Uzbekistan| June 2021  

118 
 

 

17 Certification 
 
1. Certification may be required when importing specific goods that should to comply with standards 

and quality. The certification process takes place after the arrival of goods and before the customs 
clearance. The process may take from one week up to one month and therefore, the need for 
certification of your goods should be determined before you plan to import or conclude any import 
agreements.  

2. The types of certification depend on the HS codes (TNVED kod (ТНВЭД код)- Product Classifier for 
Foreign Economic Activity), which can be provided officially through Uzbekexpertiza, an agency that 
assigns HS codes that are specific to the Republic of Uzbekistan (note that they may be alike to Russian 
HS codes, but there are small differences).  

3. Uzbekexpertiza may require detailed description of the characteristics of goods, brochures, and 
catalogue numbers. It is recommended to obtain an official letter with the confirmation of the codes 
that can be inserted into the import agreement. 

4. In case declarant services (customs brokers) are used, it would be important to inform the declarant 
before the goods arrive to the final destination so they can identify the HS codes. This is important for 
accelerating the process of applying for and receiving necessary certificates. 

5. After the arrival of the goods, the customs office verifies the codes, outlined in the contract and 
invoice, in its database. The code identifies not only the certificates required but also determines the 
customs fee. 

6. For goods and services there are various types of certifications that are carried out by state or semi-
state agencies. In general, the process consists of providing the required documents (often additional 
material or samples of goods may be requested), paying the fee, and waiting for the answer.  

7. You can get information about certification through: 

a. Customs brokers 

b. The websites of state agencies on their requirements and procedures for receiving the 
certificates 

c. Official inquiries for state agencies supporting foreign companies 

d. Following the latest regulations, as reform processes are ongoing, and legislations are 
changing, and some procedures being simplified 

8. The procedure for certification of products includes the issuance of a certificate or a declaration of 
conformity. The certification of a product is carried out based on its compliance with the requirements 
of standards and regulatory documents. 

9. Since 2020 the applications for certification can be submitted online through a single window 
application: www.singlewindow.uz. On this website, the HS codes of the imported products can be 
inserted and a list of officially accredited state and private agencies that are relevant for issuing a 
certificate for the product will be listed. 

10. Certifications agencies for the healthcare sector products and services: 

a. Uzstandard Agency - https://www.standart.uz/  

b. Pharmacopoeia Committee – https://uzpharm-control.uz/  

https://www.multitran.com/m.exe?s=Goods+Classifier+for+Foreign+Economic+Activity&l1=1&l2=2
https://www.multitran.com/m.exe?s=Goods+Classifier+for+Foreign+Economic+Activity&l1=1&l2=2
http://www.singlewindow.uz/
https://www.standart.uz/
https://uzpharm-control.uz/
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c. Pharmacological Committee - https://uzpharm-control.uz/  

d. Sanitary-Epidemiological Peace and Public Healthcare Services agency – http://sanepid.uz/ 

11. Certifications agencies for CE sector products and services: 

a. Uzstandard Agency - https://www.standart.uz/ 

b. State committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on ecology and environmental protection – 
http://www.uznature.uz/  

c. Sanitary-Epidemiological Peace and Public Healthcare Services agency - http://sanepid.uz/  

d. State Committee on Veterinary of Republic of Uzbekistan - http://vetgov.uz/ 

e. State committee for architecture and construction of Republic of Uzbekistan – www.daqn.uz 

12. Certifications agencies for Infrastructure sector products and services: 

a. Uzstandard Agency – https://www.standart.uz/  

b. State committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on ecology and environmental protection - 
http://www.uznature.uz/ 

c. Ministry of Water Resources of the Republic of Uzbekistan – http://www.water.gov.uz/  

d. The State Committee for roads under Ministry of Transport of the Republic of Uzbekistan - 
https://www.uzavtoyul.uz/  

e. State committee for architecture and construction of Republic of Uzbekistan - www.daqn.uz 

13. Basic documents required for the certification of imported products: 

a. Application on a letterhead with the applicant’s stamp 

b. A copy of the regulatory document for the manufactured products (if any) 

c. Sample product labelling (product information) 

d. Shipping document with a note of arrival at the customs territory of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan (consignment note, invoice) 

e. A copy of the sanitary and epidemiological conclusion (if any) 

14. Price list for Certification Payments 
 

https://uzpharm-control.uz/
http://sanepid.uz/
https://www.standart.uz/
http://www.uznature.uz/
http://sanepid.uz/
http://vetgov.uz/
http://www.daqn.uz/
https://www.standart.uz/
http://www.uznature.uz/
http://www.water.gov.uz/
https://www.uzavtoyul.uz/
http://www.daqn.uz/
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List of services 
Unit of 

measurement 
Price per unit 

(including VAT) 

1. Certification of the origin of goods   

1.1.  Determination of the country of origin of goods with 
the subsequent issuance of a certificate (except for 
goods of groups 84-89 of the FEACN of Uzbekistan) 

1 certificate 17.62 USD 

1.2.  Determination of the country of origin of goods with 
the subsequent issuance of a certificate for goods of 
groups 84-89 of FEACN of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

1 certificate 27.40 USD 

1.3.  Registration of the certificate / expert opinion on the 
origin of the re-exported goods, re-issuance of the 
previously issued certificate of origin of the goods 

1 certificate 7.04 USD 

1.4.  Making a duplicate certificate, additional sheet to the 
certificate of origin of goods, certificate for individual 
units of transportation of goods to certificates 

1 certificate 5.87 USD 

1.5.  Original certificate for submission to the bank or 
renewal, reissue of previously issued certificate 

1 certificate 1.96 USD 

2. Certificate of products imported for own needs of a 
company; conclusion of products used for localization 

1 certificate 21.28 USD 

3. Issuance of a conclusion on the determination of 
affiliation of products subject to mandatory 
certification depending on the product from 1 up to 6 
product names 

1 conclusion 22.00 - 33.00 USD 

3.1.  Product classification by FEACN codes: 1-5, 6-10, 11-
100, 101 and more 

1 product 
name 

2.20 - 5.50 USD 

3.2.  Classification of products by FEACN codes for  
1 expert / hour 

1 expert/hour 5.50 USD 

4. Expertise of goods in terms of quantity and quality of 
imported products 

1 vehicle 16.50 USD 

5. Laboratory testing of food, light, textile and chemical 
product 

1 product 
name 

16.50 USD 

5.1.  Document analysis, sampling and identification 1 expert/hour 5.50 USD 

5.2.  Registration of a certificate of conformity according to 
scheme numbers 

1 certificate 
 

13.02 - 93.24 USD 

5.3.  Use of the conformity mark 1 unit 12.21 USD 

5.4.  Consultation of foreign economic activity participants 
(in drafting import / export contracts, shipping 
documents, in the development of technical passports 
and schemes for equipment and technological lines) 

1 expert/hour 
0,5 minimum salary 

base calculated 
value* 

Issuance of duplicate documents  1 duplicate 5.00 USD 

Note: *1 minimum salary in the Republic of Uzbekistan, according to the Cabinet of Ministers Decision of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan of 16 May 2011 No. 136 (as of 1 January 2021 = 21.28 USD without VAT) 
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18 Registration  
New products entering the country may require registration. In the case of pharmaceuticals and medical 
equipment registration is always required.  
 
The state registration of pharmaceutical and medical equipment is regulated by the Ministry of Health 
Protection of the Republic of Uzbekistan. In accordance with law of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On 
medicinal products and pharmaceutical activity" medicinal products are allowed for use in Uzbekistan 
only after state registration.  
 
According to the Uzbek legislation two ways of state registration of a medicinal product are stipulated, 
namely: 
1. Full registration: state registration of a medicinal product according to the Decree of the Cabinet of 

Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. 213, dated 23.03.2018 
2. Simplified procedure: recognition of the state registration within the frame of conducting the 

simplified procedure according to the Decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
No. 862, dated 24.10.2018 (used only for medicinal products that have been registered in countries 
with high quality standards (including EU Member States) 
 

The registration certificate is valid for 5 years and should be renewed every 5 years. The procedure of 
renewal of the registration must be initiated within 3 months before the expiration of the previous 
registration. The renewal procedure does not require checking the pre-clinical and clinical data. The usual 
renewal procedure lasts around 5-7 months without considering the time for preparation of responses to 
the remarks. 
 
In order to register/re-register goods the State Centre of Expertise and Standardization of Medicinal 
Products, Medical Devices and Medical Equipment of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
require the documents and certificates specific to the product category.  
 
For pharmaceutical products including original medical products, generics, pharmaceutical substances 
(API), medical immunobiological products, medicinal vegetative raw material and homoeopathist 
products four type of documentation packages are required: 
1. The general documentation (application, inventory, certificate on a pharmaceutical (medical) product, 

the certificate on registration in the country of the manufacturer, the certificate of conformity to 
requirements Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP), the certificate resolving free sale, copies of 
registration certificates in CIS countries and other countries (export), the license for pharmaceutical 
activity etc.) 

2. The chemical, pharmaceutical, and biological documentation (information about product 
manufacturing, the specification of a medical product, technique of quality assurance and the 
validation, etc.) 

3. The pharmacological and toxicological documentation 
4. The clinical documentation 
 

https://mspcorporate.com/registration-medicinal-products-uzbekistan.html
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In case of a simplified procedure, it is necessary to provide an application with the following to the State 
Centre of Expertise and Standardization of Medicinal Products, Medical Devices and Medical Equipment 
of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The application should include: 
1. Legalized power of attorney from the applicant to the representative 
2. Legalized copy of the registration certificate issued by the competent authority of the country, 

wherein regulatory authorities apply high quality standards 
3. Legalized copy of instruction for medical use approved in the country, the regulatory authorities of 

which apply high quality standards, together with its certified translation to Uzbek and Russian 
4. Legalized copy of the certificate of a pharmaceutical product (CPP) or Free Sale Certificate 
5. Proposed mock-ups for the Uzbek market 
6. Specifications and methods of control of the finished medicinal product 
7. Samples of a medicinal product and standard samples of 1 batch in an amount required for the triple 

test 
 
According to the Uzbek legislation the procedure of recognition of the state registration of a medicinal 
product should be conducted within 2 months after receipt of the payment by the State Centre of 
Expertise and Standardization of Medicinal Products, Medical Devices and Medical Equipment of the 
Ministry of Health of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

 
You can obtain further information about registration of medical and pharmaceutical goods you can 
obtain through:  
1. Interviewing Uzbek and foreign importers and logistics companies 
2. Interviewing and reviewing the documents by the Uzstandard agency 

3. Consulting: http://uzttm.uz/ru/certification  
4. Consulting: http://www.customs.uz/ru/lists/view/119 

  

http://uzttm.uz/ru/certification
http://www.customs.uz/ru/lists/view/119


 

Lighthouse Russia BV | Opportunities for Dutch Businesses in Uzbekistan| June 2021  

123 
 

 

19 Doing business in Uzbekistan 
 
This report focuses on the interests of Dutch exporters and will therefore look at “doing business in 
Uzbekistan” for as far as this relates to exporting to Uzbekistan. How to start a business in Uzbekistan and 
how to establish a legal entity or joint venture and employ staff, or how to buy a business in Uzbekistan 
is not the subject of this report. 
 
Uzbek entrepreneurs testify to the fact that since the post-2016 reforms it has become much easier to do 
business in Uzbekistan. The lifting of the currency controls and the opening up of the economy are the 
main factors contributing to the improving business climate. The improving business climate is also 
reflected in the “Ease of doing business ranking 2020” by the World Bank. Out of the 190 economies that 
are included in this ranking, Uzbekistan ranks 69th between Oman and Vietnam; gaining seven places 
compared to the year 2019.  
 
So yes, the dynamics are positive, and it is a fact that it is becoming easier to do business in Uzbekistan. 
At the same time, some challenges remain. Corruption is still a problem. On Transparency International's 
Corruption Perceptions Index of 2019, Uzbekistan ranks 153rd out of 180 countries. Although access to 
information for businesses is improving, the lack of reliable and up to date information still makes itself 
felt. For their effective functioning, exporters need information about the practical steps and procedures 
of doing business in Uzbekistan, such as: information on certification, standards, logistics, customs, 
finance, taxes, markets, distributors, partners, and clients. Especially for foreign companies, this kind of 
information is hard to obtain. Practice shows that most information is obtained through Uzbek business 
partners who have the experience in doing business in specific sectors and who have personal contacts 
with the appropriate official functionaries. 
 
Another complicating factor is that the reforms are being implemented in Uzbekistan at a very fast pace 
and this leads to a very high rate of change in the laws and regulations. On the one hand, these reforms 
lead to positive change and the creation of new business opportunities. On the other hand, these rapid 
changes create legal uncertainty for businesses and sometimes advantages resulting from earlier reforms 
are undone by later reforms. Also, the quality of new legislation suffers from this high pace of changes 
and sometimes different regulatory acts may be insufficiently detailed and consistent, or contradict other 
regulations. This may lead to differences in implementation because of misinterpretations.  
 
Last, but not least, it is also important that despite the reforms, the economy remains under state control 
with all the characteristics of state-controlled economies.  
 
Uzbekistan plans to strengthen its protectionism for the export-oriented sectors till the end of 2021. 
However, it is expected that in the period 2022−2025 the country will slowly liberalize its trade and export 
policies and reconsider nontariff trade barriers before its accession to WTO. During the period 2026−2030 
Uzbekistan expects to develop its export-oriented trade without protectionism, based on the framework 
of the agreements reached with WTO. 
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Overall, this means that it is not easy to do business in Uzbekistan. However, despite the difficulties in 
doing business in Uzbekistan, Chinese, Russian, South Korean, Kazakh, Turkish, German, and American 
exporters are already well represented on the Uzbek market.  
 
On the positive side, Uzbekistan welcomes foreign businesses. Uzbek companies are eager to establish 
contacts and cooperate with foreign partners. 
 
Despite the challenges of doing business in Uzbekistan, there is much that Dutch exporters can do to 
overcome these challenges and increase their chances on the Uzbek market. 
 

19.1 Identifying business opportunities 
1. Desk review of sector relevant reports. 
2. Review portals of the ministries and IFIs and IOs on the sector. 
3. Identify the main stakeholders of the sector. 
4. Research Uzbek websites in English and Russian/Uzbek for specific sub-sectors and products. Check 

whether the definitions are matching with definitions used in Uzbekistan.  
5. Make a list of potential partners, exhibitions, or any relevant events in which you can participate and 

build your Uzbek network. 
6. Send out emails, start communicating through phone calls. 
7. Visit relevant exhibitions.  
8. Visit Uzbekistan and meet with partners. 
9. Select one or more local partner(s). 
10. Ask the partners to do further market research for you or order a marketing survey tailored to your 

needs from a local marketing company. 
 

19.2 Where should you be for doing business in Uzbekistan? 
It is wise to start from Tashkent where most of the businesses are concentrated. However, for specific 
sectors or project related business interests, other regions could be considered for doing business. This 
may be especially relevant for those who are interested in the localization of their business.  
 

19.3 Obtaining information 
There is very little market information available. The information you can obtain through desk research is 
limited. It is difficult to understand the market (market size, market segments, price levels distribution 
and sales channels, distributors, end-clients) as you will not find much information through open sources. 
 

19.3.1 Sources for information 
1. Local websites search (however one should do it either in Uzbek or Russian) 
2. The Ministry of Investments and foreign trade  
3. The Uzbek Center for Economic Research  
4. The State Statistics Committee is the main sources of information. 
5. The Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
6. Overview and project reports of IFIs and IOs 

a. Project descriptions in tender announcements of IFIs/IOs 
7. Information provided by the Embassies and Consular offices of foreign countries 
8. Websites of expos and trade fairs 
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To understand if you have a competitive product or service you can make a list of foreign and local 
companies that may be offering similar products/services. You may conduct a specific sub-sector or 
product market survey through a local marketing company in Uzbekistan. 
The lack of information in Uzbekistan can be partly overcome by creating and maintaining a good network 
inside Uzbekistan consisting of importers / distributors / entrepreneurs and government contacts. Uzbek 
businesses are careful in sharing information and may only provide information when they understand 
that providing the information will be to their benefit as well. 
 
You can be direct with questions related to business, however asking the questions in context and with 
examples will help the Uzbek respondents to understand you better and answer.  
 

19.3.2 Information on tenders 
Information on tenders is found in the following ways:  
1. List of websites where potential tenders are announced are presented in the tender websites list. 
2.  Tenders are announced on the websites of the end-client, of the agency or ministry that is holding 

the tender for the end-client or the website of the funding institutions. 
3. Some end-clients may announce their tenders in the local newspapers. 
 

19.3.3 Finding clients 
1. Internet 

a. Many Uzbek companies find products of their interest and foreign partners through the 
internet.  

b. Google and Alibaba and the Europages.com search engines are the most popular among 
Uzbeks.  

c. Yandex is used less and Baidu might not be even heard of by businessmen. 
d. Foreign companies can find Uzbek products and companies through the Golden and 

Yellow pages of Uzbekistan, https://www.olx.uz, Facebook and Instagram are used. 
 

2. Exhibitions are important 
a. Many Uzbek companies meet their foreign partners at Uzbek exhibitions.  
b. Uzbek business who have initial contacts or networks abroad may visit International 

exhibitions.  
c. The Chamber of Commerce of Uzbekistan as well as Uzbek Embassies abroad invite 

businesses to take part in organized tours of international exhibitions to meet with 
foreign producers and suppliers. 
 

19.4 Competition 
1. South Korean, Chinese, and Russian companies are the dominant players on the Uzbek market. 

a. South Koreans excel in Healthcare and Circular Economy. 
b. Chinese excel in Infrastructure and Healthcare. 
c. Russians excel in Healthcare and Infrastructure. 

2. Uzbekistan is trying to develop its own industrial base but often cannot compete with Russian and 
Chinese producers. 
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3. Depending on the sector and product the competition may vary. Chinese companies have advantages 
in pricing, transporting their products from a relatively short distance, and ease of adapting to the 
needs Uzbek clients. Chinese companies also receive strong political support and benefit from 
subsidies on railway tariffs. Chinese companies are known for price dumping with the purpose of 
pushing competitors out of the market, especially when it concerns South Korean competitors. Among 
European countries, German companies will provide strong competition to Dutch exporters as they 
have a longer presence in the Uzbek market and can generally offer the same products that Dutch 
companies can offer. 

4. There are still many niches where Dutch business can be successful. Apart from the procurement 
opportunities funded either from the government budget or IFI/IO development projects there is a 
growing number of private companies in need of new technologies and expertise.  

 

19.5 Networking 
1. A lot, if not everything, in Uzbekistan depends of the personal relations you have. Uncertainties and 

obstacles during the last three decades made informal relationship and mutual support key for doing 
business in Uzbekistan. Absence of conditions, mechanisms and basic services for businesses made 
personal business networks reliable and popular.  

2. Especially for foreigners, who operate from a distance, the lack of transparency and the lack of 
standard mechanisms in various business processes can create difficulties in developing exports to 
Uzbekistan. Personal relations can shorten the time to reach your goals and may often be essential in 
avoiding unpredictable bureaucratic procedures and in finding solutions that are not offered by the 
formal services sector in Uzbekistan.  

3. Networking is important for developing business in Uzbekistan. Informal and personal relations are 
important but even more important are respectful relations. In general Uzbeks are interested in 
contacting foreign businesses. They see the exposure to new technologies and know-how as an 
interesting learning experience and as a way to contribute to the further development of Uzbekistan. 
 

19.6 Selection of partners 
1. To do business in Uzbekistan you need an Uzbek business partner. Based on your needs it is possible 

to find an established company/partner working in similar sectors or agencies who can work as 
representatives to help with basic product registrations or tenders. The business partner can be an 
individual who has worked for other companies or one that has his own business. 

2. You can find your Uzbek business partner through: 
a. Exhibitions and conferences 
b. Looking at the distributors of foreign companies that are active in your type of business.  
c. Yellow pages or Golden pages of Uzbekistan 
d. Making inquiries to the Ministry of Investment and Foreign Trade or the Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry of Uzbekistan. 
3. To assess your Uzbek business partner, you can look at: 

a. What products/services are they providing 
b. Networks and personal relations 
c. What other foreign suppliers are they are working with 

i. Experiences with other foreign companies (references form the customers) 
d. English language abilities 

i. Or possibilities of hiring English speaking staff for partnership purposes 
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e. Successful contracts, tender participation history 
f. The location and type of office they have 
g. The car your potential business partner drives should not be a direct basis for assessing the 

quality of this potential business partner. Many people drive similar cars in Uzbekistan. Only 
few may have imported cars, which cost 10 times the original price 

i. Existence of a website in Uzbek, Russian, English language, especially, if your 
products/services are focusing the local or Central Asian markets.  

 

19.7 Cultural characteristics 
1. The Uzbek culture is a mix of a Soviet past with Russian influence, on one hand and Asian influences 

resulting from centuries of silk route trade on the other hand.  
2. Uzbeks are likely to take risks and have entrepreneurial spirit for doing business even in the most 

difficult conditions and restrictions. 
3. Those foreign entrepreneurs who have experience in Russia, Kazakhstan and South Korea will be able 

to form an idea of Uzbek business culture as it can be compared to a mix of Russian, Kazakh and 
Korean culture. 

4. At the same time, Uzbek culture is typically Asian in the sense of a high level of conformity of the 
individual to society and the state. 

5. Uzbekistan has played a central role in the trade of the silk route for thousands of years. As traders, 
Uzbeks had to deal with the Chinese, Persians, Arabs, Turks, Indians, Russians, and Europeans, to 
name a few. Uzbekistan has also been invaded and ruled over by, for example, Persians, Arabs, Turks, 
and Russians. To survive and thrive, Uzbeks had to be flexible and diplomatic. In business, this 
diplomatic characteristic is still very much present.  

6. The foreigners who do well in Uzbekistan are those who are diplomatic, flexible, communicative, and 
eager to build personal relations. 

 

19.8 Communication style 
1. Uzbeks have many similarities with Asian styles of communication. One may encounter indirect 

communication style with much underlying meaning and context that should be clarified through 
additional questions or repeated sentences. Uzbeks are less direct in their communication than the 
Dutch. 

2. It is a usual custom to shake hands (except women) and to ask questions about one’s family, health 
etc. even in a business environment.  

3. Uzbeks are open, polite, receptive, and positive during the meetings. 
4. Elderly people and people in senior positions are given priority and respect during negotiations.  
5. Uzbeks do not enter into direct conflicts and try to provide contextualized hints to issues.  
6. In personal contact you will find Uzbek people to be gentle, hospitable, educated and well behaved.  
 

19.9 Language barrier 
1. More and more young professional Uzbeks speak English. At the same time, the most common 

languages are Uzbek and Russian. 
2. Because your main information gathering in Uzbekistan will go through personal contacts and not 

through open sources you will need to be able to speak unencumbered with your Uzbek partner. 
Being able to speak Russian is an asset. 
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19.10 Need for presence in the market 
1. Most foreign businesses that export to Uzbekistan do so through Uzbek business partners who take 

care of: 
a) Relationships with end clients 
b) Product registration processes 
c) Import procedures 
d) Distribution 
e) Participation in the tender / bidding process 

2. Foreign businesspeople do not need to visit Uzbekistan regularly to be able to sustain successful 
business in Uzbekistan. When you have a reliable local partner, one or two visits per year should be 
enough. It is advisable to be present during negotiations / consultations with large clients and during 
exhibitions and conferences. 

3. With the latest reforms and favorable conditions for foreign investors, more foreign companies are 
consider localizing their businesses by forming joint ventures. 

4. As Uzbekistan has only recently opened up to international business, Uzbek businesspeople still 
appreciate and welcome contacts with foreign businesses.  

 

19.11 Negotiations 
1. In Uzbek negotiations the discount is key. Uzbeks always expect some discount (negotiating for a 

discount is seen as a sign of respect and when a buyer does not negotiate to get a discount it can be 
seen as a lack of respect for the seller). Discounts are viewed as important for public institutions and 
all budget financed companies as they are pressured to get the lowest prices. At the same time 
discussions of discounts often are positive signals of support from the client and a sign that the client 
is interested in building a long-term partnership.   

2. Uzbek negotiators may continue negotiating, even after the negotiation is finished and the contract 
is signed. Some experienced foreign businesspeople even say that the negotiation in Uzbekistan never 
stops.  

3. During negotiations, Uzbeks will take time to think and may propose to meet again at another date. 
4. It is difficult to get an understanding where you are in the negotiations with Uzbek negotiation 

partners, and you will often get the impression that they are negotiating in parallel trying to get the 
best price. 

5. In general, the negotiation process will take longer than in Western Europe and you will often need 
to invest a lot of time in reaching a deal with your Uzbek clients. 

6. It is a paradox in Uzbekistan that in private life Uzbeks are friendly, open, and hospitable while at the 
same time being tough negotiators in business. Overall, Uzbeks are diplomatic negotiators and do not 
put psychological pressure on their negotiation partners. 

7. Negotiations would have to be conducted in person in the Uzbek or Russian language. However, with 
the coronavirus restrictions Ministries and public institutions have turned more to email 
communication. Still, official requests are made on paper with official letterheads, signatures, and 
stamps. 

8. Negotiations with state corporations or public institutions may take a long time. 
a. Regular meetings with the end client and helping the client with information and 

consultations on possible solutions on the use of products and services offered will increase 
your chances of striking a deal. State corporations and public institutions usually do not make 
advance payments. In the rare case that an advance payment is made, this will not be for 
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more than 50% of the contract. To secure their contracts some foreign suppliers negotiate 
their payments based on a Letter of Credit. 

9. For negotiations with private businesses, you need to be aware of your competitors and their products 
and to be able to present the comparative advantages of your products and services during the sales 
process.  
 

19.12 Price 
1. Uzbek companies would try to get the lowest price, however if you can offer advantages such as, 

quality of the product, the lifecycle cost of ownership, length of guarantee period, technical support, 
or after-sales maintenance then they might agree with to a higher price. 

2. Uzbek companies are also sensitive to additional/complementary product offers for reduced prices.   
3. When you have a very strong value proposition that has no competitive equivalents and meets a direct 

need of your Uzbek client, then you will have a stronger position in your price negotiations.  

19.13 Dealing with state organizations and private businesses 
The state sector is still dominant in the Uzbek economy. Consequently, you may frequently need to deal 
with state organizations/companies in addition to your dealings with private companies. There are some 
advantages and disadvantages connected with dealing with state organizations and private businesses in 
Uzbekistan. 
1. Private businesses are easier to deal with than state organizations 
2. Payment terms are usually better when dealing with private businesses 
3. State companies or state organizations may be more reliable to deal with, especially if the contract is 

secured by a Letter of Credit 
4. State companies or state organizations are more price sensitive than private businesses. 
 
State corporation in Uzbekistan include: 
1. State enterprises 
2. Legal entities with a state share in the authorized capital of at least 50% 
3. Legal entities with a predominant state share of a legal entity that owns 50% of the authorized capital. 

 

19.14 Contracting 
1. All export/import contracts are registered through the Single Portal of Interactive Services and with 

the bank.  
2. Contracts are usually bilingual Russian/English, but this may soon change to Uzbek/English. 
3. Even after signing a contract the terms of the deal may change or the contract terms may not be 

respected. This often is the case with payment terms and changing bank transfers to cash payments. 
4. The contract template for state corporations and public institutions is provided by the end-client to 

the supplier who then fills out the details. Usually, the contracting is finalized with 3-4 rounds of 
revisions and negotiations.  

5. Arbitration is governed by domestic legislation, as well as by international treaties ratified by 
Uzbekistan. Disputes are settled at the Economic Court of Republic of Uzbekistan  

6. A standard contract includes: 
a. Subject of the contract 
b. Delivery terms 
c. Prices and total value of the contract 
d. Payment terms 
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e. Penalties 
f. Guarantee of the quality of the equipment  
g. Packing 
h. Marking 
i. Pre-shipment Inspection 
j. Shipping Instructions and Notifications 
k. The order of acceptance of goods 
l. Claims 
m. Force-Majeure 
n. Arbitration 
o. Other conditions 
p. Legal address of the parties 
q. Appendices with technical description of goods and services. 

 

19.15 Payment terms, payments and bank transfers 

19.15.1 Payment terms and payments 
1. Payment terms may vary based on the end-client. 
2. Post-payments or 50% advance payment are common. 
3. For contracts with state corporations and public institutions post-payment terms are the most usual. 
4. For contracts with private organizations a combination of pre-payment and post-payment is the most 

common practice.  
5. Even when bank transfers have been agreed, Uzbek private business clients may decide to pay in cash.  
6. For contracts with state corporations and public institutions a mandatory market conformity check 

must be done by the Ministry of Economic affairs in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Trade. 
Such a market conformity check has the purpose of making sure that the quoted prices are 
reasonable. For these market conformity checks, prices may be requested from comparable suppliers.  

7. Payment terms are usually based on post payment but as the public contracts are officially registered 
and included in the budget you are relatively sure to get paid. 

 

19.15.2 Bank transfers 
1. Bank transfers may take 2 to 3 days. 
2. Currency conversions may also take around 2 days. 
3. Foreigners and foreign investors can establish bank accounts in local banks without restrictions and 

without having a legal presence in Uzbekistan. They also have access to local credit, although the 
terms and interest rates do not represent a competitive or realistic source of financing.  

4. Accounts of non-resident individuals (foreigners without a legal status) are opened for foreign citizens 
temporarily staying in the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

a. These accounts can be credited with funds in national currency imported by the non-resident 
in the manner prescribed by law, purchased at exchange offices for foreign currency and other 
amounts received on the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan on a legal basis. 

b. Funds in the national currency of the Republic of Uzbekistan can be used to pay the current 
expenses of an individual non-resident during his residence in the Republic. 

5. Hedging currency risks 
a. In accordance with new legislation (ZRU 531 of March 2019 and ZRU-573 of October 2019), 

all businesses, including foreign investors, are guaranteed the ability to convert their 
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dividends and other incomes in local currencies to foreign currencies and transfer to foreign 
bank accounts for current cross-border, dividend payments, or capital repatriation 
transactions without limitations, provided they have paid all taxes and other financial 
obligations in compliance with local legislation. 

b. Direct sales in Euro or dollar currency and letters of credit in dollars and Euros can minimize 
currency risks.  

c. Often private local businesses prefer contracts in local currency, the Uzbek Soum. In such 
cases a local agent/representative would be important to set up the sales process. 

 

19.16 Logistics 
The main transport corridors run from South Korea through the Russian Far East or through China. 
Western European corridors run alternatively through the Baltics or Belarus and subsequently through 
Russia and Kazakhstan. The Southern transport corridors run through Turkey and Georgia or through Iran. 
Uzbek companies usually buy on CIP, CPT or EXW Incoterms shipment terms. 
There are various international transport companies active in Uzbekistan, such as: 
1. Ahlers 
2. Hellmann 
3. Kuehne + Nagel 
4. DHL 
5. FedEx 
6. UPS 
7. Transasia Logistics 
8. Global Logistics Group, LLC 
9. MTL Group 
10. EUROimpex 
11. Ardena Trans 
12. Turksib Magistral 
 
Before sending any shipment to Uzbekistan it is advisable to check with your broker and transport 
company: 
1. What customs code(s) will apply to your good(s) 
2. What the ensuing customs duties will be 
3. What certificates will be required 
4. What documents are required  
5. How to indicate the proper weight (gross, net, etc) 
6. How long customs clearance is expected to take 
7. How long certification is expected to take 
8. What the brokerage fee will be 
9. What other costs you may incur  
10. And finally, you want to double check with the transport company and broker that there are no 

mistakes in your documents 
a. Invoice 
b. Contract 
c. Transport documents 

11. With the transport company you want to make sure that nothing is loaded into the container that is 
not mentioned in the transport documents, invoice, and contract.  
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19.17 Customs  
Customs clearance is done with the help of local customs brokers. Brokers do not charge fixed prices for 
their services as their prices depend of the value of the goods in the customs declaration. Prices may range 
from 500USD, in the case the value of the goods is in the tens of thousands of US dollars, up to 10,000 
USD if the value of the goods is around a million USD.  
 
The customs and tax authorities are in the process of creating electronic document flow with online access 
for brokers. Nevertheless, a big part of the document flow is still in paper form. There is still a certain level 
of “informal” solutions to problems that may arise during the customs clearance process.  
 
Customs clearance is a complicated process in Uzbekistan because of the following reasons:  

1. Excessive documentation requirements make customs clearance a costly and time-consuming 
process.  

2. Some companies opt and for most state and public institutions it is a must to conduct pre-
shipment inspections (PSI) which may minimize the paperwork during the customs clearance. 

3. The customs clearance process in Uzbekistan requires physical inspection of all consignments. 
The customs clearance process normally occurs in the territory where the customs authority is 
located. 

4. By the rules, customs formalities are to be performed within three-five days after receipt of the 
customs declaration and other necessary documents.  

5. Goods may be declared by a person/legal entity moving/transferring the goods or by a customs 
broker. Most of Uzbek business use customs broker services for clearing their imported goods. 
A customs broker is a legal entity in Uzbekistan that conducts customs clearing operations on 
behalf of the person/entity that it represents. 

6. It is essential to clarify locally used HS codes and insert them into the invoices and contract. The 
HS codes will become the basis for calculating customs fees.  

7. The basic method of determining the customs value of imported goods is the value of the 
transaction, paid or payable for the goods at the time of crossing the customs border of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan. 

8. Basic conditions for determining the customs value are:  
d. Foreign trade contract 
e. Availability of invoices with indication of the amount of money in currency of the foreign 

trade contract 
f. Actual payment or payment of funds for the commodity. 

 

19.18 Changing legislation 
For the last five years new reforms and continuous changes in the legislations have taken time to get 
adjusted and to be implemented. Steps towards digitalization of processes eased paperwork 
requirements connected with tax, statistical and customs related activities and reporting. 
 

19.19 Corruption  
Corruption still is a reality in Uzbekistan. Suppliers may be asked to pay kickbacks. At the same time, 
business can be done without engaging in bribery. You may lose some contracts or clients but in the long 
run the sustainability of your business will gain from compliance with international anti-corruption 
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policies. Many Uzbek companies have a zero-corruption policy, not in the least because their Western 
suppliers demand compliance with international anti-bribery legislation. 
 

19.20 Warehousing 
There are many logistics companies in Uzbekistan offering warehousing services. However, it would be 
advisable to have a local partner responsible for management and sales of products from the warehouses. 
 

19.21 Arrange installation and training 
Depending on the type of products and complexity of the software or technology, it is possible to find 
local Uzbek partners to perform installation and the training for the end-clients. Companies that have 
regional representations may utilize their regional (CIS or CA) experts for Uzbekistan. 
 

19.22 Arbitration 
Arbitration is becoming more and more popular in Uzbekistan as an alternative to litigation. One of the 
most active is a network of arbitration courts under the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Uzbekistan 
(CCI). The main trend of arbitration in Uzbekistan in 2018-19 was towards international commercial 
arbitration. Current arbitration law allows cases to be accepted and heard only under Uzbekistan law and, 
therefore, a special law on international commercial arbitration has been drafted and is being reviewed 
by the parliament. The law is made based on UNCITRAL model law and is expected to be enacted in 2021. 
In case of state/public contracts, it will be difficult to change from the Economic Court to an International 
one, however it would be possible after the first hearing.  
 

19.23 Taxes  
Foreign legal entities that do not carry on activities in Uzbekistan through a permanent establishment 
are subject to corporate withholding taxes on income from sources in Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan has 
enforced double taxation conventions with 54 countries. 
 
Convention (treaty) between the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Republic of Uzbekistan for the 
avoidance of double taxation and the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income and 
on capital was concluded in 2001 (Hague) and amended in 2017. The double taxation treaty in force 
establishes corporate - withholding taxes rates (WHT) as follows: 

1. Dividends – 0 (under the provisions of the Netherlands’ Company Tax Act and the future amendments 
thereto, a company that is a resident of the Netherlands is not charged to Netherlands company tax 
with respect to dividends the company receives from a company that is a resident of Uzbekistan) /5% 
WHT. Where the beneficial owner holds directly at least 25% of the capital of the paying entity/15 % 
WHT. 

2. Interest – 0 (if and as long as the Netherlands, under its national legislation, levies no WHT on interest 
or royalties paid to a resident of Uzbekistan, the WHT rate for interest and royalty income paid at 
source in Uzbekistan shall be reduced to 0%) /10% WHT. 

3. Royalties, services (including management, consulting services), rents, other income 0 (if and as long 
as the Netherlands, under its national legislation, levies no WHT on interest or royalties paid to a 
resident of Uzbekistan, the WHT rate for interest and royalty income paid at source in Uzbekistan shall 
be reduced to 0%) / 10% WHT. 

 

https://treaties.un.org/Pages/showDetails.aspx?objid=08000002804ffa8f
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19.24 Important dates of the year 2021 
4. 1 January - New Year 
5. 14 Jan - Defenders of the Motherland Day  
6. 8 March - International Women’s Day 
7. 21 March - Nowruz Persian New Year 
8. 1 May - Labor Day 
9. 9 May - Day of Remembrance and Honor 
10. 13 May - Eid al-Fitr (This date changes with the lunar calendar. This is the 2021 date) 
11. 20 July - Eid al-Adha (This date changes with the lunar calendar. This is the 2021 date) 
12. 1 September - Independence Day 
13. 8 Dec - Constitution Day 
 

19.25 Travel 

19.25.1 COVID-19 travel instructions 
Travelers to Uzbekistan must present a negative COVID-19 test result (in English or Russian language) 
before embarking on their journey. The PCR test must be taken at the relevant test centres abroad no 
more than 72 hours before entering Uzbekistan. The negative PCR test should be presented independent 
of whether the person was vaccinated or not.  
 
Approved lists of test centres by Uzbek authorities: 
The Netherlands: not available, please check with internationally accepted test centres 
Russia: http://sanepid.uz/oz/docs/rossiya-federatsiyasi-hududidagi-tibbiyot-muassasalari-va-
laboratoriyalar  
 
From 15th March 2021 express tests on arrival were abolished. There is no obligation for being in 
quarantine for most of the countries of origin of travellers except for countries considered to be in red 
zones and to have strict movement restrictions or lock downs.  
 
Face masks are mandatory in public spaces.  
 
Not more than 100 persons can meet at one place with safe distances and masks.  
 
Since 28th of January 2021 all public places including cafés, restaurants, theatres and museums are open 
and there are no restrictions for moving inside the country. 
 
Uzbekistan started the vaccination of its population in March 2021.  
 
You can find more information about COVID-19 related restrictions and travel instructions on the 
following websites: 
1. https://mintrans.uz/ru/news/pandemiya-davrida-jolovchilarning-ozbekiston-respublikasiga-

aviaqatnovlar-orqali-kirib-kelish-tartibi 
2. https://coronavirus.uz/ru 
3. https://uzdaily.uz/ru/post/59753 
  

http://sanepid.uz/oz/docs/rossiya-federatsiyasi-hududidagi-tibbiyot-muassasalari-va-laboratoriyalar
http://sanepid.uz/oz/docs/rossiya-federatsiyasi-hududidagi-tibbiyot-muassasalari-va-laboratoriyalar
https://mintrans.uz/ru/news/pandemiya-davrida-jolovchilarning-ozbekiston-respublikasiga-aviaqatnovlar-orqali-kirib-kelish-tartibi
https://mintrans.uz/ru/news/pandemiya-davrida-jolovchilarning-ozbekiston-respublikasiga-aviaqatnovlar-orqali-kirib-kelish-tartibi
https://coronavirus.uz/ru
https://uzdaily.uz/ru/post/59753
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19.25.2 Visa, work permits and travel 
Since February 2019 citizens from the EU can stay in Uzbekistan for up to 30 days without the need of a 
visa. The visa-free regime applies to citizens of select countries, and holders of all categories of 
passports (diplomatic, service, and civil passports) planning to visit Uzbekistan for up to 30 days, 
regardless of the purpose of their trip. 
 
When travelling in Uzbekistan, you need to be registered by hotels or other licensed places to stay, or 
you need to register yourself in an online system called Emehmon, if the period of stay in the country 
does not exceed 30 days).  
 
In the Emehmon system there are 3 steps to register: 
1. Fill in the application with the data of the property of the owner and/or the applicant 
2. Enter the guest's details for temporary registration at the place of residence. It is important to do so 

within 3 days. 
3. The system will automatically calculate the amount of the tourist fee. After payment, online 

registration is considered completed. 
 
If you fail to register, you might have to pay a fine. Officially, the fine is 10 times the price you should have 
paid if you registered properly, which currently is around 10,000 Soum /night. 
 
You must register within 3 days of your arrival, both with the hotel option and the DIY option. When 
registering at hotels, officially, you must register at least every third day. When registering yourself, your 
registration is immediately valid for the whole duration of your stay in Uzbekistan. Hotels usually register 
you by default and do not ask for any additional fees for that purpose, only if the registration fee is not 
included into the hotel price which can happen with private guesthouses.  
 
You can find an video instruction: http://www.emehmon.uz/ (still under construction) on the 3 steps of 
online registration: 
1. Log in: Fill in the application with the data of the property of the owner and/or the applicant. 
2. Fill in the form: Enter the guest's details for temporary registration at the place of residence. 
3. Pay the tourist tax: the system will automatically calculate the amount of the tourist fee. After 

payment online registration is considered completed. 
 

19.25.3 Safety 
Uzbekistan is a safe country to travel in. You will find that there is a lot of police on the street. Most major 
cities are clean and calm. Russian is spoken in most major cities. English is spoken less but language 
courses in English, German and French are becoming increasingly popular among the younger population. 
The further away from the cities and deeper into the countryside you go, you will find fewer people 
speaking English and even fewer people speaking Russian. 
 

19.25.4 Getting there and around 
1. Flights - There are no direct flights between Amsterdam and Tashkent. The most direct flights between 

Amsterdam and Tashkent use Frankfurt, Moscow, or Istanbul as a layover. The airlines that service 
these routes are a combination of Uzbekistan Airlines, KLM, Aeroflot, and Turkish Airlines.  

http://www.emehmon.uz/
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2. Train-travel - There are high speed trains to some of the major touristic cities such as Samarkand and 
Bukhara. 

3. Road travel - Is recommended for travel inside Uzbekistan. Renting a car is easy. An international 
driving license is required. However, it is recommendable to rent a car with a driver. 

 

19.25.5 Money 
1. There are no currency restrictions when entering Uzbekistan. However, it is important to cnonsider 

that the amount of foreign currency held may not exceed the total declared by the foreign visitor 
upon entry. If it does, the foreign visitor must present bank documents showing the source of the 
additional currency. 

2. Although there is no limit to the amount of foreign currency that can be brought into Uzbekistan, any 
foreign currency cash with a value of more than 2,000 USD should declared on a customs declaration 
form upon entry and exit. 

3. Credit cards are starting to be widely accepted in Uzbekistan and major hotels, larger restaurants, and 
larger supermarkets in Tashkent are increasingly likely to accept credit cards. 

4. All banks now have exchange offices. On weekends, major hotels have currency exchange offices 
operating until late hours. However, local citizens in Uzbekistan still have restrictions on the amount 
of foreign currency cash they can purchase and this means that a part of the black market for foreign 
currency still operates to sell foreign currency to the local population.  

5. Most major hotels have currency exchange offices operating until late hours. Currency exchange 
ATMs can be found around Tashkent city. The exchange rate at these ATMs is slightly lower than the 
rate inside banks. The advantage of the ATMs is that they operate round the clock. Be aware that from 
the ATM you will be able to take out your money only in local currency. 

6. Around 30 commercial banks operate in Uzbekistan. Five of these commercial banks are state-owned, 
thirteen banks are registered as joint-stock financial organizations (eight of which are partly state-
owned), six banks have foreign capital, and six banks are private. State-owned banks hold 87% of 
banking sector capital and 84% of banking sector assets. Privately owned banks are relatively small 
niche players. According to assessments of international rating agencies, including Fitch and Moody’s, 
the banking sector of Uzbekistan is stable and poses limited near-term risks, primarily due to high 
concentration and domination of the public sector, which controls the vast majority of assets in the 
banking system. 
 

19.25.6 Language 
The official language of Uzbekistan is Uzbek. Although Russian is still commonly used, business and public 
sector officials can increasingly speak English. Interpreters are broadly available and vary in skill and 
experience. Commonly used platforms and application for online communication in Uzbekistan are 
Telegram, WhatsApp and Zoom.  
 

19.25.7 Health 
It is advisable to drink boiled or bottled water, peel fruits and vegetables, and avoid undercooked meat. 
Avoid eating unpasteurized dairy products and most food sold in the street. 
 
There are many private clinics as well as semi-state-owned polyclinics which are accessible to residents as 
well as non-residents of Uzbekistan. 
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No vaccinations are required. 
 

19.25.8 Business hours and time zone 
There is a single time zone in Uzbekistan, however, Uzbekistan does not observe daylight savings time. 
This means that in summer, the time in Uzbekistan is CET+3 hours and in winter the time in Uzbekistan is 
CET+4 hours (3 and 4 hours later than in The Netherlands) 
 
Business hours are generally from 09:00 till 18:00 hours, from Monday till Friday. Meetings can usually be 
planned from 10:00 AM onwards. In the rural provinces, the workday finishes earlier. 
 

19.26 Specifics of Uzbek culture 
1. Respect for seniority 
2. Traditional gender roles 
3. Religion 
  

19.26.1 Daily etiquette 
Regular shaking of hands (or forearm grip) when greeting accompanied by questions about one's health, 
family, and work. 
 

19.26.2 Gender etiquette 
1. No shaking hands between men and women. Putting your right hand to your heart with a slight head 

tilt is a good greeting between men and women. 
2. Do not necessarily compliment women if you are man (particularly in look) when visiting someone's 

home 
 

19.26.3 Religion related etiquette 
1. Do not walk in front of someone who is praying 
2. Do not eat, drink, smoke, or chew chewing gum in public during the holy month of Ramadan. 
3. Dress conservatively when visiting religious places 
 

19.26.4 Travel related etiquette 
1. Do not photograph military and security installations – it is prohibited. 
2. Do negotiate and bargain on markets – it is expected. 
 

19.26.5 Business etiquette 
1. Visiting businesspeople should wear business attire for official meetings. Business casual wear is 

appropriate for most social situations, and casual attire is acceptable for sightseeing and shopping.  
2. Uzbeks take pleasure in giving and receiving gifts. Inexpensive gifts do not have to be wrapped, while 

expensive ones should be. If giving flowers, it is important to give an odd number, as even numbers 
are only for funerals. 

 

19.26.6 Arranging meetings  
1. Obtaining an appointment with government officials can be difficult. Persistence and patience are 

essential. If possible, print business cards and company literature in Uzbek or Russian.  
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2. It is important to learn the titles of those with whom you plan to meet; such distinctions are important 
in Uzbekistani culture. Only close friends or relations refer to one another by their first name. 

 

19.26.7 Do’s and don’ts for doing business in Uzbekistan. 
Do’s 
1. Negotiate 
2. Take the time to explain about advantages and long-term benefits of your business or product 
3. Network and build personal relationships 
Don’ts  
1. Giving low prices at the start of negotiations 
2. Expect that negotiations or a contract will be concluded in one round 
3. Being direct and aggressive will not solve your business issues 

 

19.26.8 Cultural do’s and don’ts while staying in Uzbekistan  
Do’s 
1. Remove your shoes when entering a house or visiting a holy site 
2. Compliment an Uzbek host on his hospitality and the quality of his food 
3. Bring a small non-alcoholic house gift if invited to an Uzbek house for dinner. Bring some treats for 

kids 
4. Dress modestly, covering arms and legs, when entering a holy site 
5. Use the whole hand and arm when beckoning to an Uzbek. 
Don’ts  
1. Walk in front of people during their prayers. It invalidates their prayer 
2. Use the left hand to pass things to a Muslim. The left hand is considered unclean 
3. Point a finger at an Uzbek. Finger-pointing is considered demeaning 
4. Beckon an Uzbek by curling your index finger. This is considered insulting.  
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20 Annex 1. Active projects of IFIs and IOs in Uzbekistan (as per RVO and 
Embassy selection) 

         

20.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ETDw3HSWH3FCgTrALB2uNQgBShrfSH
0NoqpytCpm2c-MJg?e=qilCb6 
 

20.2 Explanation of the excel file 
International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and International Organizations (IOs) are named IO’s in this 
document, as the notes are relevant to both. 
 
This excel file includes ongoing, active projects implemented in Uzbekistan by various IFI and IOs.  
 
In total 269 projects were researched; however only most relevant 51 projects were inserted into this 
table. 
 
The projects are sorted by sectors:  
1. Healthcare (total: 10) 
2. Circular Economy (total: 21) 
3. Infrastructure (total: 14) 
4. Other sectors (total: 6).  
 
In some cases, projects may be relevant to several sectors: for example, Circular economy and 
Infrastructure or Infrastructure and Agriculture. The team had to take subjective decisions in these cases. 
 
In the table one may encounter project amounts in USD and EUR. The same currencies are usually 
maintained for projects initiated by the same IOs, however, in cases of co-financed projects the different 
currencies may be reflected. 
 
Each project has a reference source which leads to the IO’s website or to the news item related to the 
project announcement. There are also relevant PDF documents for the projects. One should be careful in 
interpreting the budget amounts which may be intermediary or partially approved for the project 
implementation. 
 
The project table contains: “None” when specific item in the column of project characteristics has no value 
(example: co-financers or co-implementers do not exist), “0” – the amount of financing equals to 0.  
While N/A or “- $” mean that the data about this item is not given in the project document, or the any 
relevant websites. 
       
Sources can be found through the provided links to all the websites of the IFIs/IOs, project websites and 
news items that are included 'IFI/IO projects' tab in the excel file.   

https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ETDw3HSWH3FCgTrALB2uNQgBShrfSH0NoqpytCpm2c-MJg?e=qilCb6
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ETDw3HSWH3FCgTrALB2uNQgBShrfSH0NoqpytCpm2c-MJg?e=qilCb6
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ETDw3HSWH3FCgTrALB2uNQgBShrfSH0NoqpytCpm2c-MJg?e=qilCb6
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20.3 Observations from the research: 
Different types of project financing exist (loans, grants, credit lines, technical assistance, investment 
projects) based on the financing institutions and agreements with the government of Uzbekistan. Many 
projects have multiple types of financing such as loans, grants, credit lines, technical assistance, 
investment projects. Not all project services and products are procured through IOs. One needs to   
contact and check with local project executing agencies such as Ministries and related as they usually 
organize the tenders. 
 
It is not always clear to understand the exact financing amounts: on the websites of the IO’s they might 
indicate one amount, and in the project documents the amounts may differ. Often the project documents 
reflect estimated budgets and do not show the full budget. 
 
Some IOs do not reveal information about their projects but merely provide overall descriptions of issues 
and solutions they provide related to the project. 
 
Tenders: there are not so many ongoing tenders. There are several international websites with all open 
tenders that are accessible through paid subscription (USD 500/year) - 
https://devbusiness.un.org/content/site-search. There are many other agencies, ministries in Uzbekistan 
that have their Tender pages on their website. There is a separate table for various tender announcement 
sources in this document – “Tender Announcement Webpages and Search Engines”. 
 
UNDP, UNICEF, and IsDB – do not openly provide project documents. In case of the ISDB, the end dates of 
the projects change almost every day. Even outdated projects show that they are still active although they 
have end dates. Therefore, we included the basic info: project name, description (for some projects), 
budget amount and start date. Descriptions for these projects are practically not available, as in most 
cases these are private loans to specific private or mixed, private/public owned business, which may keep 
their information confidential. 

21 Annex 2. All IFI projects table (all the projects we identified) 
 

21.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ERqViHNE9NtLogPMDoomIoYB5gNSevu
GQ_uNjjFdXuKPrw?e=A9PJdq 
 

21.2 Explanation of the excel file 
This file contains the total of 269 projects that were researched. It also includes the 51 projects listed 
above that are related to the sectors Healthcare, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure. 
 
For the explanation of the file and the observations from the research we refer to Annex 1. 
 
International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and International Organizations (IOs) are named IO’s in this 
document, as the notes are relevant to both. 

https://devbusiness.un.org/content/site-search
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ERqViHNE9NtLogPMDoomIoYB5gNSevuGQ_uNjjFdXuKPrw?e=A9PJdq
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ERqViHNE9NtLogPMDoomIoYB5gNSevuGQ_uNjjFdXuKPrw?e=A9PJdq
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ERqViHNE9NtLogPMDoomIoYB5gNSevuGQ_uNjjFdXuKPrw?e=A9PJdq
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This excel files includes projects implemented over 5 years in Uzbekistan by various IFI and IOs.  
 
The projects are sorted by sectors: Healthcare, Circular Economy, Infrastructure and projects relevant to 
other sectors. In some cases, projects may be relevant to several sectors: for example, Circular economy 
and Infrastructure or Infrastructure and Agriculture. In such cases subjective decision was taken to 
categorize such projects into mixed sector groups. 
 
In the table one may encounter project amounts in USD and EUR. The same currencies are usually 
maintained for projects initiated by the same IOs, however, in cases of co-financed projects the different 
currencies may be reflected. 
 
Each project has a reference source which leads to the IO’s website or to the news item related to the 
project announcement. There are also relevant PDF documents for the projects. One should be careful in 
interpreting the budget amounts which may be intermediary or partially approved for the project 
implementation. 
 
The project table contains: “None” or “0” when specific item in the column of project characteristics has 
no value (example: co-financers or co-implementers do not exist). While N/A or “- $” mean that the data 
about this item is not given in the project document, or the any relevant websites. 
 
Sources used include the websites of all IFIs/IOs, project websites, and news items. The links to these 
sources are included in the tab - 'IFI/IO projects'.       
         

22 Annex 3. Directories for finding Uzbek companies 
 

22.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EVagrxehvnFFvD-
ieQ5k7kkB9bb9YCxPSFCeYa651xwcLA?e=o0GrRr 
 

22.2 Explanation of the excel file 
This excel file provides sources and descriptions of directories and search engines that are useful for 
finding partner companies or end-user organizations in Uzbekistan.  
 
The first vertical column contains a list of sectors: Health, Circular Economy, Infrastructure. The column 
also includes general (related to any sector) and mixed sector categories.  
 
The first row with headers (highlighted in coral colour) includes:  
1. Grouping based local or international belonging of the directory source 
2. Name of the directories 
3. Description of the directories 
4. Website links for the directories 
5. Language to be used for the search in the directories 

https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EVagrxehvnFFvD-ieQ5k7kkB9bb9YCxPSFCeYa651xwcLA?e=o0GrRr
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EVagrxehvnFFvD-ieQ5k7kkB9bb9YCxPSFCeYa651xwcLA?e=o0GrRr
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EVagrxehvnFFvD-ieQ5k7kkB9bb9YCxPSFCeYa651xwcLA?e=o0GrRr
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The information was found through internet searches in Russian, Uzbek and English languages. 
 

23 Annex 4. Dutch companies active in Uzbekistan and present in media 
 

23.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EbnH_TazxeZMqKsi_ZONoY8BZsIhNAD
NABBtMljKUDdIyg?e=VR9lrn 
 

23.2 Explanation of the excel file 
This excel file contains a list of Dutch companies with different levels of involvement in Uzbekistan, such 
as: 
1. Visiting 
2. Participating in trade shows 
3. Participating in trade missions 
4. Investigating the market 
5. Discussing partnerships 
6. Export sales to Uzbekistan 
7. Pre-project discussions 
8. Project implementation 
9. Established business in Uzbekistan 
 
The file includes only companies that were mentioned in online media. Please note that this file does not 
include a full list of Dutch companies importing their products or their services to Uzbekistan.  
 
The companies listed are not limited to the Healthcare, Circular Economy or Infrastructure sectors. There 
are companies that have finished or have ongoing projects in Uzbekistan. There are also some companies 
that expressed their interest or planning to offer their services or expressed their willingness to participate 
in future projects. 
 
This file is useful for getting an overview of Dutch business activities or interests in Uzbek market, to 
review their project activities and learn about their local partners. The companies can also serve as contact 
points for sharing experiences or as first entry points to the Uzbek market and business networks. 
 
The file is organized so that report relevant sectors can be reviewed from the top, followed by the other 
sector categories. On the horizontal first row header (highlighted in coral color) you find category titles 
based on which the information was collected: 
1. Sector 
2. Company name 
3. Speciality 
4. Year when the company was established 
5. Project activities 
6. Local partners 

https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EbnH_TazxeZMqKsi_ZONoY8BZsIhNADNABBtMljKUDdIyg?e=VR9lrn
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EbnH_TazxeZMqKsi_ZONoY8BZsIhNADNABBtMljKUDdIyg?e=VR9lrn
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EbnH_TazxeZMqKsi_ZONoY8BZsIhNADNABBtMljKUDdIyg?e=VR9lrn
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7. Sources 
 
The first column can be sorted by sector. It is also possible to sort the information based on sectors, 
company name, companies' speciality in the 3d column that can include several sub-sectors. 
 
The abbreviation N/A (Not Available) means that information could not be found and therefore is Not 
Available. 
 
Sources used are included in the table as sources for company websites and media. 
 

24 Annex 5. Health_CE_Infrastructure Companies in Uzbekistan 
 

24.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EfUswatYsylErrkpUqkNEpsBzK_ZSf3DUE
yzBau5tKQxaw?e=rUTdSx 
 

24.2 Explanation of the excel file 
The excel file on Healthcare, Circular Economy and Infrastructure companies in Uzbekistan provides a list 
of companies present and registered in the Republic of Uzbekistan including  
1. Private and public producers 
2. Distributers 
3. Representative offices of foreign companies.  
 
The document provides information on market players in the specific sectors and subsectors including 
selected products. The information allows to find business partners or identify companies that could be 
potential partners and end-users for Dutch companies.  
 
The file was prepared in Excel to make use of the filtering tool. It consists of three tabs corresponding to 
Healthcare, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure sectors. Each tab has a table with a first vertical column 
containing sub-sectors, products and can be sorted. The top row headers include:  
1. The name of the company 
2. Description of their services and products or distributed products 
3. Type of company: 

a. Local producer 
b. Distributor 
c. Wholesale seller 
d. Representative 

4. Contacts details 
 
The rows also include additional details on:  
1. Years of companies' existence on the market 
2. Participation in projects 
3. Tradeshows 

https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EfUswatYsylErrkpUqkNEpsBzK_ZSf3DUEyzBau5tKQxaw?e=rUTdSx
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EfUswatYsylErrkpUqkNEpsBzK_ZSf3DUEyzBau5tKQxaw?e=rUTdSx
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EfUswatYsylErrkpUqkNEpsBzK_ZSf3DUEyzBau5tKQxaw?e=rUTdSx
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4. Presence in media 
5. Presence of foreign partners 
6. Availability of websites in English language  
 
The companies were also assigned a category that indicates whether the company can become a partner 
or an end-client for the Dutch companies.  
 
The tab 'Selected companies all sectors' starts with the column listing relevant sectors and the second 
column listing sub-sectors that can be filtered. All companies for each sector were pre-selected according 
to criteria based on parameters (first row headers of the table, starting 3d column, highlighted in coral 
colour) for: 
1. Business Partners:  

a. Known prominence in the market (regular presence in big projects, media, and exhibitions) 
b. Presence of a website (note: many companies in Uzbekistan may still not have a website) and 

if it has an English version 
c. Presence of foreign partners 

2. End Clients: 
a. Identified recent, current or future projects 
b. Known prominence in the market (regular presence in big projects, media and exhibitions) 
c. Presence of a website (note: many companies in Uzbekistan may still not have a website) and 

if it has an English version 
d. Presence of foreign partners. 

 
N/A - Not Available information, meaning that it was not possible to find such type of companies. Grey 
areas in the table are the header categories that are not relevant to the sub-sector.  
 
Sources used include: 
1. www.goldenpages.uz 
2. www.yellowpages.uz 
3. web pages of the companies 
4. tradeshow brochures and reports 
             

25 Annex 6. Description and activities of IFIs, IOs and COs in Uzbekistan 
 

25.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EbTeIRLn80FMnCAzj-
WZKkUBcaxxr6JFVv6LtHhiRlRhew?e=6NtHn1 
 

25.2 Explanation of the excel file 
The excel file “Description and activities of IFIs, IOs and COs in Uzbekistan” provides a general overview 
of the various financial institutions, development and cooperation organizations that have project 
activities in Uzbekistan or provide funding for projects in Uzbekistan. The file includes:  
1. General description of the organizations 

https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EbTeIRLn80FMnCAzj-WZKkUBcaxxr6JFVv6LtHhiRlRhew?e=6NtHn1
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EbTeIRLn80FMnCAzj-WZKkUBcaxxr6JFVv6LtHhiRlRhew?e=6NtHn1
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EbTeIRLn80FMnCAzj-WZKkUBcaxxr6JFVv6LtHhiRlRhew?e=6NtHn1
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2. Strategy of the organizations 
3. Summaries of their activities and of their implemented projects in Uzbekistan. 
 
In total 25 organizations are listed in the file. The nine organizations that were prioritized by the RVO and 
the Netherlands Embassy in Moscow are placed in the beginning of the list. 
 
The first column vertically lists the names of the organizations. Starting with the second column, the row 
(highlighted in coral colour) headers include the following categories: 
1. Description of the organization 
2. Contact details 
3. Summary of the strategy for Uzbekistan 
4. Number of active, approved, or proposed projects 
5. Links to projects 
6. Links to their procurement announcement websites 
7. Total funding amount on active and proposed projects categorized by:  

a. Loans 
b. Credit lines 
c. Grants 
d. Investments 
e. Technical assistance. 

 
The project amounts in the file vary in their currencies USD, EUR, CHF, Yen. The same currencies are 
usually maintained for projects initiated by the same IFIs/IOs or donor countries, however, in cases of co-
financed projects the different currencies (of each partner) may be present. 
 
The calculations in the file are based on the list of active projects in the IFIs and IOs Projects Table. 
 
The project table contains “None” and “0” (for amounts) values and “Not available -N/A”. 

a. “None” when a specific item in the column of project characteristics has no value (example: 
co-financers or co-implementers do not exist).  

b. N/A means when the data about this item is not given in the project document, or the any 
relevant websites. 

 
Abbreviations used: 
1. IFI- International Financial Institutions 
2. IO- International Organizations 
3. CO- Cooperation Organizations 
 
All sources used are included in the table, IFI, IO and COs tab. 
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26 Annex 7. Logistics companies in Uzbekistan 
 

26.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EZuaK8ZLtJdCnGbnXGbBxAoBKmhWC5
gvoH4AdH366RBKfg?e=WhkSFy 
 

26.2 Explanation of the excel file 
This excel file provides a list of major companies present and registered in the Republic of Uzbekistan 
including local Uzbek companies that partner with foreign transportation companies, joint ventures or 
representative offices of international logistics and transportation companies.  
 
The companies were selected based on criteria: 
1. Website information about their services including logistics and transportation of goods from Europe 

(or specifically Netherlands) to Uzbekistan 
2. Any projects related to exports from Europe to Uzbekistan 
 
The file includes a list of the companies in the first column. The row headers (highlighted in coral colour) 
include: 
1. The name of the company 
2. The services of the company  
3. Type of the company (representative offices and their country of origin, local, joint ventures) 
4. Clients/ Projects of the company 
5. Contacts 
 
Sources used include: 
1. www.goldenpages.uz 
2. www.yellowpages.uz 
3. individual websites of the companies 
 

27 Annex 8. Overview of regional market characteristics 
 

27.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EYl6xLvyNS5Iuze5IRBkwhcBSq6RFYKdp
PnImUksRS7vpA?e=QlwEyz 
 

27.2 Explanation of the excel file 
The excel file “Overview on Market Characteristics” provides basic economic and market information on 
all 12 provinces and 1 autonomous Republic Karakalpakstan within Uzbekistan. The document aims to 

https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EZuaK8ZLtJdCnGbnXGbBxAoBKmhWC5gvoH4AdH366RBKfg?e=WhkSFy
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EZuaK8ZLtJdCnGbnXGbBxAoBKmhWC5gvoH4AdH366RBKfg?e=WhkSFy
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EZuaK8ZLtJdCnGbnXGbBxAoBKmhWC5gvoH4AdH366RBKfg?e=WhkSFy
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EYl6xLvyNS5Iuze5IRBkwhcBSq6RFYKdpPnImUksRS7vpA?e=QlwEyz
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EYl6xLvyNS5Iuze5IRBkwhcBSq6RFYKdpPnImUksRS7vpA?e=QlwEyz
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EYl6xLvyNS5Iuze5IRBkwhcBSq6RFYKdpPnImUksRS7vpA?e=QlwEyz
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provide economic and market related indicators in order to identify opportunities and regions with the 
most fruitful cooperation at present. The indicators include: 
1. Local and foreign market players 
2. Relevant sector projects 
3. Availability of economic zones.  
 
The file was prepared in Excel to make use of the filtering tool. The vertical column lists 13 regions. The 
first row (highlighted in coral colour) has headers which include categories for: 
1. Healthcare, Circular Economy, Infrastructure sector development indicators 
2. Specialization of the region (total GDP for all sectors and relevant sub-sectors) 
3. Population 
4. GDP 
5. Production volume for main sectors of economy 
6. Import and export data for 2019 and 2020 
7. Main import and export partner countries 
8. Employment rate 2019 and 2020 
9. Number of free economic, industrial zones, number of clusters 
10. Number of enterprises and organizations with foreign capital 
11. Priority sectors for investment 
12. Major companies in the region (local and foreign) 
 
N/A- Not Available information (example: Import (in million USD, 2019) could not be found from the 
official statistical sources). 
 
Sources used: 
1. https://stat.uz/uz/rasmiy-statistika/social-protection-2  
2. https://data.gov.uz/uz/datasets/13647   
3. https://stat.uz/uz/rasmiy-statistika/social-protection-2  
4. https://data.gov.uz/uz/sphere/2   
5. https://stat.uz/uz/default/choraklik-natijalar/5709-choraklik-natijalar-2019#yanvar-dekabr   
6. https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7343-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-doimiy-

aholisi-soni-653-7-ming-kishiga-oshdi   
7. https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7405-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-tashqi-

savdo-aylanmasi-2020-yil-yanvar-dekabr   
8. https://stat.uz/uz/rasmiy-statistika/labor-market-2   
9. https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/qomita-yangiliklar-2020/4712-9073-erkin-

iqtisodiy-zonalar-bo-yicha-ma-lumot  
10. http://invest.gov.uz/investor/sez-i-mpz/  
11. https://sez.gov.uz/oz/organization/industrial-zone  
12. https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7275-hududlarda-xorijiy-kapital-ishtirokida-

faoliyat-ko-rsatayotgan-korxonalar-soni-qancha   
13. https://chamber.uz/ru/site/region?text=boukhara  
14. www.invest.gov.uz  
            

https://stat.uz/uz/rasmiy-statistika/social-protection-2
https://data.gov.uz/uz/datasets/13647
https://stat.uz/uz/rasmiy-statistika/social-protection-2
https://data.gov.uz/uz/sphere/2
https://stat.uz/uz/default/choraklik-natijalar/5709-choraklik-natijalar-2019#yanvar-dekabr
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7343-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-doimiy-aholisi-soni-653-7-ming-kishiga-oshdi
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7343-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-doimiy-aholisi-soni-653-7-ming-kishiga-oshdi
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7405-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-tashqi-savdo-aylanmasi-2020-yil-yanvar-dekabr
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7405-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-tashqi-savdo-aylanmasi-2020-yil-yanvar-dekabr
https://stat.uz/uz/rasmiy-statistika/labor-market-2
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/qomita-yangiliklar-2020/4712-9073-erkin-iqtisodiy-zonalar-bo-yicha-ma-lumot
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/qomita-yangiliklar-2020/4712-9073-erkin-iqtisodiy-zonalar-bo-yicha-ma-lumot
http://invest.gov.uz/investor/sez-i-mpz/
https://sez.gov.uz/oz/organization/industrial-zone
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7275-hududlarda-xorijiy-kapital-ishtirokida-faoliyat-ko-rsatayotgan-korxonalar-soni-qancha
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7275-hududlarda-xorijiy-kapital-ishtirokida-faoliyat-ko-rsatayotgan-korxonalar-soni-qancha
https://chamber.uz/ru/site/region?text=boukhara
http://www.invest.gov.uz/
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27.3 Observations from the research: 
The information presented in the table is a compilation of data for available years. The information from 
2020, 2019, 2018 years was collected and therefore, one should be careful when analysing and 
comparing the indicators. 
 

28 Annex 9. Reform Policy Targets and Implementation 
 

28.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EfmLi7NrIwVDn2rF930A1yYBiP9dof789J
pSxV4PEoa0Fw?e=TzA5qz 
 

28.2 Explanation of the excel file 
The excel file “Overview on Reform Policies Targets and their Implementation” provides an extract from 
the National Action Strategy on Five Priority Development Areas 2017-2021. The five priority development 
areas are assessed on their relevance for the Dutch companies in Healthcare, Circular Economy, and 
Infrastructure and other sectors. The document also provides a selection of indicators of implementation 
in the sectors relevant for the report.  
 
The file was prepared in Excel to make use of the filtering tool. The vertical column lists the five 
development priorities and reform policy targets highlighted in:  
1. yellow = no direct relevance 
2. green = possible direct relevance 
3. orange-indirect relevance 
4. red = no relevance.  
 
The rows (highlighted in coral colour) headers include categories for: 
1. More detailed status of relevance is indicated in the second column with the header: Relevance for 

to Dutch companies in Health, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure and other sectors. 
2. Indicators of the implementation (any relevant decrees, projects, initiatives, statistics) 
3. Sector: Health, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure) 
4. Sub-sectors of Health, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure 
5. Particular interests of the Dutch companies (currently not available, to be identified) 
6. Potential Dutch companies (currently not available, to be identified) 
 
Sources used include: 
1. https://strategy.uz/  
2. media outlets of the ministries and local regional governments 

29 Annex 10. Stakeholders by sectors 
 

https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EfmLi7NrIwVDn2rF930A1yYBiP9dof789JpSxV4PEoa0Fw?e=TzA5qz
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EfmLi7NrIwVDn2rF930A1yYBiP9dof789JpSxV4PEoa0Fw?e=TzA5qz
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EfmLi7NrIwVDn2rF930A1yYBiP9dof789JpSxV4PEoa0Fw?e=TzA5qz
https://strategy.uz/
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29.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/Ec6UvBYyQLpKvMOQBd6nopsBw4Jj2fA
G2fuYdVrvHYg7yg?e=PodQUc 
 

29.2 Explanation of the excel file 
The Stakeholders by sectors excel file provides a comprehensive list of organizations that: 
1. Provide relevant services 
2. Can become potential partners or end-users 
3. Are represent certifying and controlling agencies relevant to Healthcare, Circular Economy and 

Infrastructure sectors.  
 
The document serves as a directory for finding out: responsible persons, areas of responsibility, main 
activities of the organizations and their contact details.  
 
The file was prepared in Excel to make use of the filtering tool. The vertical column lists information 
categorized by the sectors: General, Healthcare, Circular Economy, and Infrastructure. The category 
'General' includes organizations which may be relevant to all the sectors. Starting with the second column, 
the row (highlighted in coral colour) headers include the following categories: 
1. Name of the organization 
2. Name and the position of the head of the organization 
3. Years in public office 
4. Areas of responsibility 
5. Description of the organization 
6. Tenders organized or announced by the organizations 
7. Contact details 
 
N/A- Not Available information and could not be found on the websites of listed stakeholders nor in other 
online sources.  
 
Sources used include websites of ministries, state and public agencies, corporate enterprises.   
 

30 Annex 11. Tender Announcement Webpages and Search Engines 
 

30.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ERjcU12uouVGolCRuVRlWqABRMCC2g
A4XuLiIOudXIDXPw?e=uihk24 
 

30.2 Explanation of the excel file 
The excel file on 'Tender Announcement Webpages and Search Engines' provides the list of detailed 
information on international, local, commercial, and public websites that provide information on tenders 

https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/Ec6UvBYyQLpKvMOQBd6nopsBw4Jj2fAG2fuYdVrvHYg7yg?e=PodQUc
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/Ec6UvBYyQLpKvMOQBd6nopsBw4Jj2fAG2fuYdVrvHYg7yg?e=PodQUc
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/Ec6UvBYyQLpKvMOQBd6nopsBw4Jj2fAG2fuYdVrvHYg7yg?e=PodQUc
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ERjcU12uouVGolCRuVRlWqABRMCC2gA4XuLiIOudXIDXPw?e=uihk24
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ERjcU12uouVGolCRuVRlWqABRMCC2gA4XuLiIOudXIDXPw?e=uihk24
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/ERjcU12uouVGolCRuVRlWqABRMCC2gA4XuLiIOudXIDXPw?e=uihk24
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taking place in Uzbekistan. The webpages of state and public organizations are included only for the 
related sectors.  
 
The file was prepared in Excel to make use of the filtering tool. The vertical column lists information 
categorized by procurement notices or online tender application websites. The row headers (highlighted 
in coral colour) include categories for: 
1. International (IFI)- procurement announcements by International Financial Institutions 
2. International - commercial tender search engines 
3. Local- public and commercial websites with procurement announcements. 
        

30.3 Observations from the research: 
Most of the procurement notices are in Uzbek or Russian languages except those that are issued by 
international financial institutions. In the horizontal row headers then list information on which 
organization, their websites (with active links), language of announcement, requirements for registration 
and payments of fees.        
 
 

31 Annex 12. Tradeshows assessment and announcements 
 

31.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EV7fHxFMrqFJnXiWH0zsUHYBuplm9oE
qIqDIn7ys150cSw?e=q2nl0i 
 

31.2 Explanation of the excel file 
The list of tradeshows provides detailed information on the tradeshows and exhibitions on: Healthcare, 
Circular Economy, Infrastructure, as well as related sectors, that take place in Uzbekistan.  
 
The excel file contains a filtering tool. On the vertical columns you will find the list of sectors. The table 
can be filtered according to the first column: Sector. Relevant Sub-sectors can be reviewed in the second 
column. Horizontal row headers (highlighted in coral colour) also include the names of the tradeshows, 
and the announcements for upcoming tradeshows in 2021.  
 
The table also includes details from previously held exhibitions, such as:  
1. Participant countries 
2. Exhibited products 
3. Number of participants 
4. Share of foreign participants 
5. Years of existence of the tradeshow 
6. Available expert references 
7. Name of the event holder 
8. And relevant topics.  
 

https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EV7fHxFMrqFJnXiWH0zsUHYBuplm9oEqIqDIn7ys150cSw?e=q2nl0i
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EV7fHxFMrqFJnXiWH0zsUHYBuplm9oEqIqDIn7ys150cSw?e=q2nl0i
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EV7fHxFMrqFJnXiWH0zsUHYBuplm9oEqIqDIn7ys150cSw?e=q2nl0i
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Based on these parameters the best and most prominent tradeshows relevant to Healthcare, Circular 
Economy and Infrastructure sectors and identified sub-sectors were selected (highlighted in light grey 
colour). 
 
N/A- Not Available information (example: the tradeshow participations fees which might not be set for 
the 2021). 
 
Sources used include: websites of tradeshow organizers are listed inside the 'Trade shows' tab. 
         

31.3 Observations from the research: 
Some of the tradeshows are annual and some are bi-annual, therefore the information was based on years 
2019 and 2020 and forthcoming announced tradeshows in 2021. 
 
 

32 Annex 13. Directory of Uzbek government officials 
 

32.1 Hyperlink to the excel file 
https://thelighthousegrouprus-
my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EazOBQoW7-1EgLypg6q-
Oa0BQcWR7qjQ5tpzf1XeO4f4BQ?e=j7qexS 
 

32.2 Explanation of the excel file 
This table provides the detailed information about the government officials in Uzbekistan and agencies 
related to: Healthcare, Circular Economy, Infrastructure sectors.  
 
The first vertical column contains the list with positions and titles of the government/agency officials. The 
first row of headers (highlighted in coral colour) includes:  
1. Name of the government/agency official in the position 
2. Name of the organization where the government/agency official is in charge 
3. Years in the public office of the person in the change of the organization 
4. Areas of responsibility of the person in the change of the organization 
5. Duties of the person in the change of the organization 
6. Facts about the person 
7. Contacts of the officials 
8. Websites of the relevant organizations 
 
“N/A”= Not Available information 
 
Sources used include: www.gov.uz , websites of ministries and agencies. The information was collected in 
December 2020, and some of the mentioned officials and their positions may have changed.  
 
 

https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EazOBQoW7-1EgLypg6q-Oa0BQcWR7qjQ5tpzf1XeO4f4BQ?e=j7qexS
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EazOBQoW7-1EgLypg6q-Oa0BQcWR7qjQ5tpzf1XeO4f4BQ?e=j7qexS
https://thelighthousegrouprus-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/info_thelighthousegroup_ru/EazOBQoW7-1EgLypg6q-Oa0BQcWR7qjQ5tpzf1XeO4f4BQ?e=j7qexS
http://www.gov.uz/
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33 Annex 14. Concrete laws that were adopted as a result of the reform 
strategy 

 
1. 18 Feb 2020 

The Law on Special Economic Zones governing the creation, operation, and liquidation of economic 
zones. The law also specifies the roles of different public authorities in relation to Special Economic 
Zones. The law defines 5 types of zones: free economic zones, special scientific and technological 
zones, tourist and recreational areas, free trade zones, and special industrial zones. Within a zone, its 
participants enjoy special customs treatment, tax privileges and preferential access to land. At least 
90% of employees of a zone participant should consist of Uzbek nationals. Examples of these Special 
Economic Zones are: 

a. The Chirokchi Special Economic Zone in the Kashkadarya region aims to promote modern 
production facilities for the production of high value-added products and increasing 
agricultural production and exports. Investors in the new zone will be subject to special tax, 
customs and currency regimes. 

b. The Jizzakh Special Economic Zone in the Jizzakh region aims to attract investments into local 
manufacturing. The Zone currently has 35 projects with total investment volume of 378.9 mln 
USD, including 174.2 mln. USD of foreign investments. 

2. 31 Jan 2020 
Presidential Decree No. UP-5930 extends the list of public services available online to companies. The 
public services include taxpayer registration, generation of extracts from the register of companies, 
applying for import and export permits. The decree also describes the program for further digitization 
and introduction of information systems in public administration relating to foreign work permits, 
construction permits and related services, environmental permits, licences in medical and 
pharmaceutical sectors, tourism, ICT, and all matters relating to electricity, heating and water supply.  

3. 26 Jan 2020 
Law № ZRU-598 on Investments and Investments Activities establishes a comprehensive regime for 
protection and promotion of foreign and domestic investments. The new law includes guarantees and 
incentives for foreign investors, special provisions in investment agreements relating to anti-
corruption and anti-monopoly matters, additional benefits for investment in priority sectors, 
investment subsidies relating to the financing of the construction of external engineering and 
communications networks, creation of a one-stop-shop service provided by the Ministry of 
Investment and Foreign Trade. 

4. 13 Nov 2019 
The Council of Foreign Investors was established. The Council is an advisory body to the President 
responsible for advising the Government on the most important areas of investment, industrial, 
technological, and innovative development of the country. The membership in the Council will include 
leaders and representatives of foreign companies, banks, investment and other structures, 
international financial institutions, and foreign financial organizations, including the ADB. 

5. 12 Jun 2019 
Law “On Public-Private Partnership” (PPP) No. ZRU-573 entered into force, regulating public-private 
partnerships. The law indicates that PPP projects shall concern the design, construction, supply, 
financing, reconstruction, upgrading, operation and maintenance of property, property complexes, or 
public infrastructure. The law also specifies the principles of PPPs in Uzbekistan, including: equality of 
the public partner and a private partner, transparency of rules and procedures in implementing 
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public-private partnerships, competitiveness and objectivity in the selection of a private partner, non-
discrimination, and prohibition of corruption. The law also describes that private partners may be 
granted the following benefits: subsidies, contributions in the form of assets and property necessary 
for the implementation of a public-private partnership project, budgetary funds of the budget system 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan, provision of loans, borrowings, grants, credit lines, and other types of 
financing, state guarantees, tax and other benefits. 

6. 29 Apr 2019 
The Resolution “On further measures for the improvement of the mechanisms for attracting foreign 
direct investment to the economy of the Republic of Uzbekistan” approves the privatization of 64 
State-owned enterprises from the financial, construction, oil and gas, food and alcohol production, 
chemical and power sectors. The Resolution requires the development of ready-made investment 
proposals to attract foreign direct investment into 86 projects in the following industries: energy, 
petrochemical, metallurgical, electric engineering, machinery, infrastructure, construction, 
pharmaceutical, agriculture and tourism. Their combined worth is estimated at $ 6.1 billion. The 
Resolution also provides a list of 15 public-private partnership projects to be developed in 2019. They 
include the construction of a solar photo-voltaic power station, road infrastructure projects or airport 
modernization. 

7. 15 Apr 2018 
Appendix to the Order of the Director of National Project Management Agency under the President 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated 05.15.18 No. 185, registered by the Ministry of Justice to the Law 
No.ZRU-472 "On public procurement."  

8. 02 Sep 2017 
The President issued a decree relaxing capital controls on foreign currency for businesses and 
individuals. Enterprises registered in Uzbekistan are now permitted to buy and sell currency for any 
purpose, including imports and the repatriation of profits (previously subject to controls). Formerly, 
enterprises were obliged to buy hard currency at a rate approximately twice as high as the rate at 
which they could sell it, and exporters were required to sell a quarter of their hard-currency revenue 
to the State. The decree also bans payments in hard foreign currency for goods and services inside 
Uzbekistan. 

9. 17 Jan 2017 
The procedures for the privatization of state-owned assets was simplified by the decree "On measures 
to simplify and accelerate the privatization of state-owned assets for business purposes". The decree 
intends to create favourable conditions for doing business, simplify the procedures and speed up the 
process of sale of state property, and eliminate bureaucratic barriers to privatization. 

 

34 Sources 
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https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/634571468152711050/guidelines-procurement-of-goods-works-and-non-consulting-services-under-ibrd-loans-and-ida-credits-and-grants-by-world-bank-borrowers
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/634571468152711050/guidelines-procurement-of-goods-works-and-non-consulting-services-under-ibrd-loans-and-ida-credits-and-grants-by-world-bank-borrowers
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/634571468152711050/guidelines-procurement-of-goods-works-and-non-consulting-services-under-ibrd-loans-and-ida-credits-and-grants-by-world-bank-borrowers
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/323361581052752931/pdf/Standard-Bidding-Documents-Procurement-of-Works.pdf
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/323361581052752931/pdf/Standard-Bidding-Documents-Procurement-of-Works.pdf
https://www.adb.org/projects/country/uzb
https://www.aiib.org/en/projects/list/index.html?status=Approved
https://www.ebrd.com/work-with-us/project-finance/project-summary-documents.html?c37=on&keywordSearch
https://www.ebrd.com/work-with-us/project-finance/project-summary-documents.html?c37=on&keywordSearch
https://www.eib.org/en/search.htm?q=Uzbekistan&sortColumn=relevant&sortDir=desc&pageNumber=0&itemPerPage=10&pageable=true&language=EN&defaultLanguage=EN&content=publication&content=projects&content=page&orContent=true&orPageType=true
https://www.eib.org/en/search.htm?q=Uzbekistan&sortColumn=relevant&sortDir=desc&pageNumber=0&itemPerPage=10&pageable=true&language=EN&defaultLanguage=EN&content=publication&content=projects&content=page&orContent=true&orPageType=true
https://www.eib.org/en/search.htm?q=Uzbekistan&sortColumn=relevant&sortDir=desc&pageNumber=0&itemPerPage=10&pageable=true&language=EN&defaultLanguage=EN&content=publication&content=projects&content=page&orContent=true&orPageType=true
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/uzbekistan/area/projects_en
https://www.giz.de/en/worldwide/364.html
https://www.isdb.org/projects/data?loc=UZ&sector=&status=&page=0
https://www.kfw-entwicklungsbank.de/Internationale-Finanzierung/KfW-Entwicklungsbank/Projekte/Projektdatenbank/index.jsp?query=*:*&page=1&rows=10&sortBy=relevance&sortOrder=desc&facet.filter.language=de&facet.filter.fzregion=%22Asien%2FOzeanien%22&facet.filter.country=%22Usbekistan%22&dymFailover=true&groups=1
https://www.kfw-entwicklungsbank.de/Internationale-Finanzierung/KfW-Entwicklungsbank/Projekte/Projektdatenbank/index.jsp?query=*:*&page=1&rows=10&sortBy=relevance&sortOrder=desc&facet.filter.language=de&facet.filter.fzregion=%22Asien%2FOzeanien%22&facet.filter.country=%22Usbekistan%22&dymFailover=true&groups=1
https://www.kfw-entwicklungsbank.de/Internationale-Finanzierung/KfW-Entwicklungsbank/Projekte/Projektdatenbank/index.jsp?query=*:*&page=1&rows=10&sortBy=relevance&sortOrder=desc&facet.filter.language=de&facet.filter.fzregion=%22Asien%2FOzeanien%22&facet.filter.country=%22Usbekistan%22&dymFailover=true&groups=1
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evance&sortOrder=desc&facet.filter.language=de&facet.filter.fzregion=%22Asien%2FOzeanien%2

2&facet.filter.country=%22Usbekistan%22&dymFailover=true&groups=1 

106. Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (2020): Project Information: Uzbekistan 

https://www.kuwait-fund.org/en/web/kfund/project-

information?radioSearchBy=Country&listRegions=4&listCountries=243&radioSectors=All&listSecto

rs=2&radioStatus=All&radioType=All 

107. Switzerland’s State Secretariat for Economic Affairs and Swiss Agency for Development and 

Cooperation (2020): Projects Database 

https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/aktivitaeten_projekte/projekte-

fokus/projektdatenbank.filterResults.html?searchTerm=&filtersdctopic%253A=Selection&filtersdcs

ubtopic%253A=Selection&filtercountry%253A=country%253Auz&checkPlanned=Planned&checkAc

tive=Active&filterpartnercontracttype%253A=Selection&filterpartnercontract%253A=Selection&filt

ereutopic%253A=Selection&filtereusubsubtopic%253A=Selection&filterdacsector%253A=Selection

&filterdacsubsector%253A=Selection&filtercredit%253A=Selection&filtercontinent%253A=Selectio

n&swissBudget=-1&fromDate=&toDate= 

108. United Nations Development Program (2020): All projects 

https://www.uz.undp.org/content/uzbekistan/en/home/projects.html 

109. World Bank (2020): Projects: Uzbekistan https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-

operations/projects-list?lang=en&searchTerm=&countrycode_exact=UZ 

 

34.8 Overview of regional market characteristics 
110. Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Uzbekistan (2019): Investment potential of the regions 

https://chamber.uz/ru/site/region?text=boukhara  

111. Investment Promotion Agency under the Ministry of Investments and Foreign Trade of the Republic 

of Uzbekistan (2019): FEZ and SIZ http://invest.gov.uz/investor/sez-i-mpz/  

112. Open data portal of the Republic of Uzbekistan (2020): Health https://data.gov.uz/uz/sphere/2   

113. Open data portal of the Republic of Uzbekistan (2020): Number of outpatient clinics 

https://data.gov.uz/uz/datasets/13647  

114. Special Economic Zones of Uzbekistan (2020): Small industrial zones 

https://sez.gov.uz/oz/organization/industrial-zone  

115. The State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics (2020): Social protection, rights of 

mothers and children https://stat.uz/uz/rasmiy-statistika/social-protection-2  

116. The State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics (2019): Quarterly Reports 

https://stat.uz/uz/default/choraklik-natijalar/5709-choraklik-natijalar-2019#yanvar-dekabr   

117. The State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics (2021): The permanent population 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan increased by 653.7 thousand people https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-

markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7343-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-doimiy-aholisi-soni-653-7-ming-

kishiga-oshdi 

https://www.kfw-entwicklungsbank.de/Internationale-Finanzierung/KfW-Entwicklungsbank/Projekte/Projektdatenbank/index.jsp?query=*:*&page=1&rows=10&sortBy=relevance&sortOrder=desc&facet.filter.language=de&facet.filter.fzregion=%22Asien%2FOzeanien%22&facet.filter.country=%22Usbekistan%22&dymFailover=true&groups=1
https://www.kfw-entwicklungsbank.de/Internationale-Finanzierung/KfW-Entwicklungsbank/Projekte/Projektdatenbank/index.jsp?query=*:*&page=1&rows=10&sortBy=relevance&sortOrder=desc&facet.filter.language=de&facet.filter.fzregion=%22Asien%2FOzeanien%22&facet.filter.country=%22Usbekistan%22&dymFailover=true&groups=1
https://www.kuwait-fund.org/en/web/kfund/project-information?radioSearchBy=Country&listRegions=4&listCountries=243&radioSectors=All&listSectors=2&radioStatus=All&radioType=All
https://www.kuwait-fund.org/en/web/kfund/project-information?radioSearchBy=Country&listRegions=4&listCountries=243&radioSectors=All&listSectors=2&radioStatus=All&radioType=All
https://www.kuwait-fund.org/en/web/kfund/project-information?radioSearchBy=Country&listRegions=4&listCountries=243&radioSectors=All&listSectors=2&radioStatus=All&radioType=All
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/aktivitaeten_projekte/projekte-fokus/projektdatenbank.filterResults.html?searchTerm=&filtersdctopic%253A=Selection&filtersdcsubtopic%253A=Selection&filtercountry%253A=country%253Auz&checkPlanned=Planned&checkActive=Active&filterpartnercontracttype%253A=Selection&filterpartnercontract%253A=Selection&filtereutopic%253A=Selection&filtereusubsubtopic%253A=Selection&filterdacsector%253A=Selection&filterdacsubsector%253A=Selection&filtercredit%253A=Selection&filtercontinent%253A=Selection&swissBudget=-1&fromDate=&toDate=
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/aktivitaeten_projekte/projekte-fokus/projektdatenbank.filterResults.html?searchTerm=&filtersdctopic%253A=Selection&filtersdcsubtopic%253A=Selection&filtercountry%253A=country%253Auz&checkPlanned=Planned&checkActive=Active&filterpartnercontracttype%253A=Selection&filterpartnercontract%253A=Selection&filtereutopic%253A=Selection&filtereusubsubtopic%253A=Selection&filterdacsector%253A=Selection&filterdacsubsector%253A=Selection&filtercredit%253A=Selection&filtercontinent%253A=Selection&swissBudget=-1&fromDate=&toDate=
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/aktivitaeten_projekte/projekte-fokus/projektdatenbank.filterResults.html?searchTerm=&filtersdctopic%253A=Selection&filtersdcsubtopic%253A=Selection&filtercountry%253A=country%253Auz&checkPlanned=Planned&checkActive=Active&filterpartnercontracttype%253A=Selection&filterpartnercontract%253A=Selection&filtereutopic%253A=Selection&filtereusubsubtopic%253A=Selection&filterdacsector%253A=Selection&filterdacsubsector%253A=Selection&filtercredit%253A=Selection&filtercontinent%253A=Selection&swissBudget=-1&fromDate=&toDate=
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/aktivitaeten_projekte/projekte-fokus/projektdatenbank.filterResults.html?searchTerm=&filtersdctopic%253A=Selection&filtersdcsubtopic%253A=Selection&filtercountry%253A=country%253Auz&checkPlanned=Planned&checkActive=Active&filterpartnercontracttype%253A=Selection&filterpartnercontract%253A=Selection&filtereutopic%253A=Selection&filtereusubsubtopic%253A=Selection&filterdacsector%253A=Selection&filterdacsubsector%253A=Selection&filtercredit%253A=Selection&filtercontinent%253A=Selection&swissBudget=-1&fromDate=&toDate=
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/aktivitaeten_projekte/projekte-fokus/projektdatenbank.filterResults.html?searchTerm=&filtersdctopic%253A=Selection&filtersdcsubtopic%253A=Selection&filtercountry%253A=country%253Auz&checkPlanned=Planned&checkActive=Active&filterpartnercontracttype%253A=Selection&filterpartnercontract%253A=Selection&filtereutopic%253A=Selection&filtereusubsubtopic%253A=Selection&filterdacsector%253A=Selection&filterdacsubsector%253A=Selection&filtercredit%253A=Selection&filtercontinent%253A=Selection&swissBudget=-1&fromDate=&toDate=
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/aktivitaeten_projekte/projekte-fokus/projektdatenbank.filterResults.html?searchTerm=&filtersdctopic%253A=Selection&filtersdcsubtopic%253A=Selection&filtercountry%253A=country%253Auz&checkPlanned=Planned&checkActive=Active&filterpartnercontracttype%253A=Selection&filterpartnercontract%253A=Selection&filtereutopic%253A=Selection&filtereusubsubtopic%253A=Selection&filterdacsector%253A=Selection&filterdacsubsector%253A=Selection&filtercredit%253A=Selection&filtercontinent%253A=Selection&swissBudget=-1&fromDate=&toDate=
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/aktivitaeten_projekte/projekte-fokus/projektdatenbank.filterResults.html?searchTerm=&filtersdctopic%253A=Selection&filtersdcsubtopic%253A=Selection&filtercountry%253A=country%253Auz&checkPlanned=Planned&checkActive=Active&filterpartnercontracttype%253A=Selection&filterpartnercontract%253A=Selection&filtereutopic%253A=Selection&filtereusubsubtopic%253A=Selection&filterdacsector%253A=Selection&filterdacsubsector%253A=Selection&filtercredit%253A=Selection&filtercontinent%253A=Selection&swissBudget=-1&fromDate=&toDate=
https://www.uz.undp.org/content/uzbekistan/en/home/projects.html
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/projects-list?lang=en&searchTerm=&countrycode_exact=UZ
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/projects-list?lang=en&searchTerm=&countrycode_exact=UZ
https://chamber.uz/ru/site/region?text=boukhara
http://invest.gov.uz/investor/sez-i-mpz/
https://data.gov.uz/uz/sphere/2
https://data.gov.uz/uz/datasets/13647
https://sez.gov.uz/oz/organization/industrial-zone
https://stat.uz/uz/rasmiy-statistika/social-protection-2
https://stat.uz/uz/default/choraklik-natijalar/5709-choraklik-natijalar-2019#yanvar-dekabr
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7343-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-doimiy-aholisi-soni-653-7-ming-kishiga-oshdi
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7343-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-doimiy-aholisi-soni-653-7-ming-kishiga-oshdi
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7343-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-doimiy-aholisi-soni-653-7-ming-kishiga-oshdi
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118. The State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics (2021): Foreign trade turnover of 

the Republic of Uzbekistan (January-December 2020) https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-

yangiliklar/7405-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-tashqi-savdo-aylanmasi-2020-yil-yanvar-dekabr 

119. The State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics (2021): Labor Market 

https://stat.uz/uz/rasmiy-statistika/labor-market-2  

120. The State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics (2020): Information on Free 

Economic Zones(In January-March 2020) https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-

yangiliklar/qomita-yangiliklar-2020/4712-9073-erkin-iqtisodiy-zonalar-bo-yicha-ma-lumot 

121. The State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Statistics (2021): Number of enterprises with 

foreign capital by region https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7275-hududlarda-

xorijiy-kapital-ishtirokida-faoliyat-ko-rsatayotgan-korxonalar-soni-qancha  

 

34.9 Various Sources of information on businesses 
122. www.goldenpages.uz  

123. official web pages of the companies 

124. trade show brochures and reports 

125. www.yellowpages.uz  

126. official websites of companies 

127. official websites of ministries  

128. media  

 

34.10 Reform Policy Targets and Implementation 
129. https://strategy.uz/ 

130. http://www.gov.uz/  

131. media outlets of the ministries and local regional governments 

 

34.11 Stakeholders by sectors 
132. official websites of ministries 

133. official websites of state and public agencies and corporate enterprises. 

 

34.12 Uzbekistan’s government officials directory  
134. official websites of ministries 

135. official websites of state and public agencies and corporate enterprises 

 

34.13 Tender Announcement Webpages and Search Engines 
136. The Annex with the excel table on this topic contains the relevant directories and sources 

 

https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7405-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-tashqi-savdo-aylanmasi-2020-yil-yanvar-dekabr
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7405-o-zbekiston-respublikasining-tashqi-savdo-aylanmasi-2020-yil-yanvar-dekabr
https://stat.uz/uz/rasmiy-statistika/labor-market-2
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/qomita-yangiliklar-2020/4712-9073-erkin-iqtisodiy-zonalar-bo-yicha-ma-lumot
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/qomita-yangiliklar-2020/4712-9073-erkin-iqtisodiy-zonalar-bo-yicha-ma-lumot
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7275-hududlarda-xorijiy-kapital-ishtirokida-faoliyat-ko-rsatayotgan-korxonalar-soni-qancha
https://stat.uz/uz/matbuot-markazi/qo-mita-yangiliklar/7275-hududlarda-xorijiy-kapital-ishtirokida-faoliyat-ko-rsatayotgan-korxonalar-soni-qancha
http://www.goldenpages.uz/
http://www.yellowpages.uz/
https://strategy.uz/
http://www.gov.uz/
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34.14 Tradeshows  
137. The Annex with the excel table on this topic contains the relevant directories and sources 

 

34.15 IFI overview 
138. Asia Development Bank (2020): ADB's Work in Uzbekistan 

https://www.adb.org/countries/uzbekistan/overview  

139. Asia Development Bank (2020): Uzbekistan: Northwest Region Power Transmission Line Project 

https://www.adb.org/projects/47296-001/main#project-pds  

140. European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (2018): Talimarjan Power Project 

https://www.ebrd.com/work-with-us/projects/psd/talimarjan-power-project.html  

141. European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (2018): Uzbekistan Country Strategy 2018-2023 

https://www.ebrd.com/documents/strategy-and-policy-coordination/strategy-for-uzbekistan.pdf  

142. European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (2019): EBRD supports Uzbek healthcare 

industry https://www.ebrd.com/news/2019/ebrd-supports-uzbek-healthcare-industry-.html  

143. European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (2020): Uzbekistan data 

https://www.ebrd.com/where-we-are/uzbekistan/data.html  

144. IslamicMarkets (2020): Islamic Development Bank Approves Financing of USD 509.2 Million for 

Economic Projects for Uzbekistan https://islamicmarkets.com/articles/islamic-development-bank-

approves-financing-of-usd-509-2-million-for  

145. Ministry of Investments and Foreign Trade of the Republic of Uzbekistan (2020): The Islamic 

Development Bank approved financing of projects in Uzbekistan for USD 509.2 million 

https://mift.uz/en/news/theislamic-development-bank-approved-financing-of-projects-in-

uzbekistan-for-usd-5092-million  

146. The Tashkent Times (2020): EIB to provide financial assistance to Uzbekistan to combat 

consequences of coronavirus pandemic https://tashkenttimes.uz/finances/5216-eib-to-provide-

financial-assistance-to-uzbekistan-to-combat-consequences-of-coronavirus-pandemic  

147. UNDP Uzbekistan (2021): About UNDP in Uzbekistan 

https://www.uz.undp.org/content/uzbekistan/en/home/about-us.html  

148. World Bank (2016): Uzbekistan - Country partnership framework for the period FY16-20 (English) 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-

reports/documentdetail/537091467993490904/uzbekistan-country-partnership-framework-for-

the-period-fy16-20 

149. World Bank (2021): Pap-Angren Railway https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-

operations/project-detail/P146328  

https://www.adb.org/countries/uzbekistan/overview
https://www.adb.org/projects/47296-001/main#project-pds
https://www.ebrd.com/work-with-us/projects/psd/talimarjan-power-project.html
https://www.ebrd.com/documents/strategy-and-policy-coordination/strategy-for-uzbekistan.pdf
https://www.ebrd.com/news/2019/ebrd-supports-uzbek-healthcare-industry-.html
https://www.ebrd.com/where-we-are/uzbekistan/data.html
https://islamicmarkets.com/articles/islamic-development-bank-approves-financing-of-usd-509-2-million-for
https://islamicmarkets.com/articles/islamic-development-bank-approves-financing-of-usd-509-2-million-for
https://mift.uz/en/news/theislamic-development-bank-approved-financing-of-projects-in-uzbekistan-for-usd-5092-million
https://mift.uz/en/news/theislamic-development-bank-approved-financing-of-projects-in-uzbekistan-for-usd-5092-million
https://tashkenttimes.uz/finances/5216-eib-to-provide-financial-assistance-to-uzbekistan-to-combat-consequences-of-coronavirus-pandemic
https://tashkenttimes.uz/finances/5216-eib-to-provide-financial-assistance-to-uzbekistan-to-combat-consequences-of-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.uz.undp.org/content/uzbekistan/en/home/about-us.html
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/537091467993490904/uzbekistan-country-partnership-framework-for-the-period-fy16-20
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/537091467993490904/uzbekistan-country-partnership-framework-for-the-period-fy16-20
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/537091467993490904/uzbekistan-country-partnership-framework-for-the-period-fy16-20
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P146328
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P146328
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