
 
        

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

         

 

     

 

  

  

 

   

   

  

    

   

 

 

 

  

 

   
 

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

  

   

  

    

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

             

             

         

 

         

                

               

         

 

          

    

  

   

  

 

         

               

            

             

 

   

            

                

             

 

  

> Retouradres Postbus 40225 8004 DE Zwolle 

Date: 27 February 2026 

Subject: Notification of Real Time Closure (RTC), RTC_NL_1_2026 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

We have received a report of the Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety 

Authority (NVWA). This report has consequences for fisheries in the North Sea. In 

this letter, we inform you what these consequences are. 

Notification for the closure of an area (RTC) in Dutch waters 

We close an area, Real Time Closure (RTC), in the Dutch waters of the North Sea 

for exceeding the catch trigger level of whiting. This area will be closed for all 

fisheries except for fisheries with the following fishing gear: 

- Pelagic trawls, purse seines, driftnets and jiggers targeting herring, 

mackerel, and horse mackerel; 

- Pots; 

- Scallop dredges; 

- Gillnets. 

Findings of the last haul inspection on 26 February 2026 

On 26 February 2026 at 09:00 UTC, a last haul inspection has taken place at 

position 52°45.08 N 3°21.20 E. The results show that the total share of juvenile 

whiting was 42%. This share exceeds the 10% catch trigger level for juveniles. 

Duration of closure 

The area (RTC_NL_1_2026, see image and coordinates on the next page) is 

closed for a period of 21 days, starting on 28 February 2026 at 00:00 UTC, until 

20 March 2026 at 23:59 UTC. After that, the RTC will end automatically. 
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